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CHAPTER I. 



Xt happened, when Gildon bad been 
about a week at Stanley, that there was 
to be a great barbacue, at a place not above 
dx or seven miles distant, to which all the 
neighbouring gentry were invited. Gil- 
don sent for his new purchase, being de- 
sirous of appearing mounted, to the best 
advantage in the eyes of his mistress, and 
he found that the malady which the know- 
ing Mr. Collins had foreseen had actually 
come to pass. The old defluxion at the 
eyes had returned; and rowelling, or some 
6ther operation was necessary before he 

. VOIi. III. . B 






2 YALLEY OF 8fl£NAKDOAH. 

could see well enough to be ridden. He 
was even content then to ride the horse 
with which Edward had furnished him* 
^ They set off about eleven o'dooky and 
when within a mile of the place^ they over- 
took, or were overtaken by, numbers on 
horseback, in coaches, chariots, phaetons, 
and gigs, many of whom had a most wea- 
therbeaten and antediluvian air. Here 
was a youth gaily mounted, dressed in 
silk stockings, with large bunches of rib- 
bon at the knees of his buff kqraeymere 
breeebes — ^tbere another in a. coat of pea- 
green, or some other cc4our as lively and 
unusual ; the gaiety and variety of < tb^r 
habiliments indicated the , mirthful i;ha« 
raete* of the company. ^ • 

The ladies too were variopsly arrayed 
and decorated, nearly all with costly dothes* 
which were then, or had once been, &• 
shionable; but many in dresses that b^id 
been long since antiquated. Indeed tKnae 
of the leading modes for the test twOTty 
years might have been discovered tbere^ 
in the gowns, or headdresses, or. shawls. 



or otnami^Egla} tv^pM^ngai 0f tbe ladies; 
axid it is 4o4iJtrtfiil wlieftfa^ tJie most crowd- 
ed pTfM^Ptad^ in F«ris ^ LoftdfW «6R)rded 
9Bi ippeat a variety Qf f^bri^ oi; $ttt» or oo^ 
^ur, 8fi wvi» ^t -that day exhilsAted at tibe 
Cqv« Hilli^ in Choptmk, on tbe: Poto-i 
map. 

The proportion of pale or sallow coun-^ 
trances was very great» soUQe of tbem 
then labouring und^ terticm agues^ and 
others shewing by their faees surcharged 
with bile that they were destined to some 
autumnal disease. A large crowd of aer- 
vants were in attendance. Sooi^ wei^ 
ea^fiployed in preparing the dinner, which 
omitted of diflTerent artideat cooked over 
bi^rfiiDg coals in. the bottom of a long pit, 
dug about three fipet deep, for the purpofle 
of tbQ b^bacue-r^across th^ top of whieb 

]^g6» young ahoats, mutton, lamb» ^nd 

fe#a^ were ^tened. to wooden spits, all 
of i^hicb were eyer and anon basted with 
Mne^r and red pepper, by means of a 
piece of linen fastened to a long stick. 
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4 VALLEY OF SH^NAKDOAB"; 

The savoaiy fames which arose from thede 
reeking pits regaled the nostrils ot the 
epicures, and made them impatient 'for 
the temptitig repaist. A long rude taUe 
was prepared for , the occasion, und^r a 
number of taU trees, that had been per-- 
haps for half a century' used for the sdrti'e' 
purpose. The table-cloths, knives and forks, 
bread and liquors, were contribute by 
tTie families concerned; the whole sciene 
wore the appearance of bustle, artd festi- 

^ty, and joy. ' 

• In the adjoining house, which had once 
been' a* tavern, was a long room, where 
the young people wefe exercising their 
Kmbs in dancing reels, consisting of four, 
five, and even six couples, in which Wo 
regard was paid to suiting the figure to 
the tune, though it must be admitted they 
kept admirable time with their feet. Two 
fiddlers and one fifer, all black, rent'ttfe 
air with their enlivening sounds; and* 
when they first struck up a favouftte 
Scotch air, they set the whole room ca-: 
pering. " - "' 
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.\Xb^^6 were' no usdess oeremooiak;!^ 
mwg -. tte company, and very little^ re^ 
seryei byt all was Ufe, jollity, and e?cube* 
nffit GQirtb, liinaeooqipanied with disorder, 
or .ruj^ness. The gentlemen, in their 
ggy^st itpparel, :vied in the profoundbess 
oi their respect to thet ladies ; bow after ' 
bow prefaqed every application to a }ady 
to d93Me a reel, though n^imy barely knew - , 
each other's names, find were not in the 
habit of meeting, except at some . public 
plac|9. .Whenever 9 gentleman was re- 
markable for his awkwardness in dancing, 
pr his lincouih and rustic appearance^ the 
damsels would commonly make some 
slight excuse for not dandog, which they 
very readily forgot whenever a more agree- 
able, swain splidted the same favour. 
« The ladies aeemed, as Gildon thought, 
to enjoy the sport yet more than their gaU 
lants ; they could hold out longer in the 
violent exercise which the quick tunes of 
their dances occasion; and the moment 
after, one was seated, she was ready to 
take the floor again, if invited ; and so 



ptofiiipt wepe «h«f ia he teddttt, i^biA QiU 
don, seieiag a young htiy he had toeii 
prevkmsly iBtrodaced to at^Stanley^ and 
going up to pay his te^pei^^ts to hdr, $hb 
keld forth her hand to be led out in a ipeeL 
As he had netm* pvaotised thk danee^ ha 
was ^Mapdled to make ^n awkwa^ «p^ 
h>gy for deelining th^ honour she htA 
meant to confer^ to the great mortifioa^ 
tion of both parties, aod the infinite di- 
version of the bystanders. 

The same unequal distribotion of *giK>4 
and 91 fortune iras seen here as in ibeTesI 
of huomn life-^-^soiiae danced oontinttaUj^ 
and some not at <alL It was easy to see^ 
tlut the ladies^ who ;from their beou^y^ 
forfeime, skill in daneiiig^ or adroit knaok 
of getting Ihemaeiv^ noticed, were often*, 
est taken out, and weve objects of en<^y to 
those who were, less ^iMinguid|ied, espe^ 
eially to those who were utterly neglected } 
for moA of the females who were Mfai>i 
toated to this n^leot :had> dther gniwn 
iddiiabaeBt to it, orhiidleamt the art 4^ 
oontealihg tkeir moi^tifiqition^ . . 



^Tlie party from Stanley took no greatet 
fllnre in the amaseincnt than wot necea* 
aeary to avoid ain^larity; and as 6ildiKi 
did BOt dance at all, and L#6uiaa haying 
conaentedi to take a part in a red iritfa a 
genti9el young ^xnan (tbe same that uras 
mentioned at Cddieata*), and penceiving 
tioA it gave her loirer patn^ pietended a 
haadadi, and refused to danoe $gdn. G^l*' 
ditn was very mudi amused at the seene 
aioiind him, mid recovering his good ba-^ 
mjour, as ireil as gratified at the kind con- 
aderateness of Louisa, he d^eited her 
and ber fii^nd very much with his livdy 
and satiiioal remarks on tise company-^ 
his whimncd oomparisom — ^fais irooiodf 
praises of the dress, raid air, and move^ 
mcnts of the motley ^^a^e8, ildhach w^re 
aitemalely springing, or swimming, or la^^ 
booting befoare them, as they severally 
happened to be ambitions of agiHty m 
gihce. 

By^^andJ^y dinner was announced^ when 
evefy rofid swain was aU eagerodss- to get 

poBSQuion of the hand of his favoorite 
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8 VALLEY OF 8HENAKDOAB. 

fidr. The gent}einen stood ^behind the 
ladies, and assisted in carving and waiting 
on them. When these had dined, they 
were as courteously, thoUgh hot quite so 
formally, reconducted to the ball-room, 
where a few of the beaux had remained, 
that they might be more sure of some fa- 
vourite lady for a partner, or of the pos- 
session of the floor, now that .the number 
of competitors was reduced, while the 
greater part returned to take their seats ai 
the dinner-table. Among these were the 
guests from Stanley, as Gildon, being a 
stranger,, was particularly invited by one 
of the managers. A fresh supply of bar- 
baciied shoat, and mutton, and veal, was 
now served up ; ' and there was soon a 
happy mixti^re of speculative and practical 
criticism on their several merits. Gildon 
thought. he had never seen such good 
judges of eating. 

When the gentlemen returned to the 
dancing-room, they found the floor cover- 
ed with the dancers as before ; and the-ia- 
erease of animal spirits which eating aed 
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di&dd0|[.pt:^diioe, ev^ whem there b lio 
excea^ gavea new.^ring to their merri- 
ment and festivity ; the gentlemen jumped 
higher and oftener^ attempted new an4 
hazardous movements of the foot, and en- 
deavoured to ** snatch a grace beyond the 
reach of arf The ladies too caught the 
contagion; they turned around oftener, 
and danced; with a brisker step and freer 
air, until some were visibly in the condi- 
tion of a courser who has just finished his 
race. 

A happier, merrier, set was never seen ; 
and in the midst of this uproar of festive 
mirth, an elderly gentleman, who had 
taken the lead in conducting the festival^ 
feeling himself grow young again, as he 
said, went to a gay young widow, whose 
spirits had risen with those of the com«> 
pany, and challenging h^ to a jig» by ge^ 
neral consent of the bystanders the other 
dancers gave way. The fiddlers theii 
striking up one of the quickest and live^ 
liest tunes they knew, this veteran lover 

B S 



of wpim led %ift ^e litlfc "fflvii^ iJN^ 
iM^t m «lie flMf, mid tbej^ t%egftfi 
^Mt pej^iteance :£mid6t:'^e ^Lt^hBtt^HSmm 
4Bif ^he eontpmy. ft vr«s 4tt nrain th« -flw^ 
cM gcvitleman 1ntsbm)d«a his irtrength^m^ 
wind, 5n a few mihtifes his' powen %egaEt< 
toflag, WhJle the Mte widow, bddortin^ 
ikiore Mp{Ae and agite^as lihelbeicMeiettm^ 
heated ]^ her own m^tloni fiiiH^'MtfMii 
tmi romiA twm, now^^irtting, HAW 'rapidlf * 
ifat>0ting ftotnM^m side «f fth^ liDMi ^tb'lAi^ 

0tber, and naw spinning like a top ^ 

*^ Don't igwe txp, ooioneHH^'MGeep it 
up^^aoSoneL!!'*^'' W^l done^GolGnGiri^itese 
tfatn aboutedrfiom dUl quacfaaffiof^earoom; 
]^)it WMiU tiaot <do>f^tbe^ OU^^^U^er h^ 
OTQErated fais^tmi^tb; he iww.fi^rly ouilf 
dhnae» and iirast Jitoadly.haye&ttfQ 
fidd of opntes^iC jtnotfaer f!^i^rii»r(thiAigh 
a^few yews ;y«miB^p)»^baii jfl&t '9^ 
maSar distincstton; (aodgumio^tbetw^n 
tiieilkiNitdiedjdancers, '* ciA AeofihmA 



** Tara iio^ oneif oot.&ir/' }aBid>amie. . 
** rU match the. widow i^inst themr 



bflih;' «id otkais; and the little lady 
aeemfldiBD^wSliiig to iiyifaer powefs agaiafit 
tiw new it »Mfon« nent» that all oppoailaon 
ws i vitf idmy ^ rand the speetatofa looked 
on witii nnevied kitenest, to jee tbe i^au# 
of the emitest. Ilie widow aeemed to 
have noqoised new atv^^th for the ooca- 
Stan'; ihemade a pomiette much bolder 
and men lapid than (rtie had before-es^ 
lubited, JBM if to ehew the speetators tiie 
MatmaientB of her wonderfol a^tyi mid 
whisked^ and spun, and «aDed areimd ^Sie 
rooQi vrUk such im untired epa^ ^at 
hid£«-&MEeii voioet otied — ** Joetfudc fop 
ever P «Dd whether she had not »ade this 
new ieompelitcn: also strike bia ^donn, 
HttMt efiK Mmain uneeitain, ^for tbeolmf 
fiddlop?8nteing«sddenfyjnapped»npBdliMH^ 
'*4>7 good ladc»": as Marmonfcri :sajB, iOne 
Ikmif w^w'a hamair was aatvcd* 

iSH^ was bigfaly eompliannted fajrrthe 
gmUkm imt but it was easy toraee thai 
move, than one tnusfaantnble semvk wm 
made by the ladies; and it wbs doubtftil^ 
fiwn her^ eivn rair, whether she da wit 
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find, in the titimi^ o£ her «iodeB^ mam^ 
what to detract from her gratifintidiu : : ^ 
: About five o'clock the comtpmyf^gut 
to disperse ; and in the course of an hour 
the place was entirely deserted^ exeept by> 
about a dozen young men, .who staid l)e-^ 
hind to play at loo, and to finish the ^moh^ 
and wine iiyhich reniained. Theriet fi^wi. 
several of these parties during- ^ $\m^ 
mer* Sometimes they wece on the rivar^ 
bank^ ; and when the materials of the re«f 
part were drawn tdtogether ftaok the river, 
these meetings are culled ** Fkh Frys,'' 
i^nd most commonly attended by the hum^ 
bier classes in society. 

l/ouisa had fdt great ioompunolkm at 
first, in having disregarded her mother's 
ii^nctions in reeetying the attentions of 
Gildon ; and she thought that as Ae had, 
without any fiiult of her own, been tfaMnfm 
intoiiis company thus unexpeetedly, she 
ought to commuhicate the cireumstance 
to ^er mother, imd she at first rssolved to 
do so l^ the next post; but ere throe 4a^ 
Ind dapsed, she felt unwilling to dislmss 
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lier parmt/ wluMie auctions were already 
siifficieiiily hoovy; with the apprehensions; 
she would natundly eiitertala^--apprehen-, 
siom which she knew indeed to be* with- 
out reason, and which, if they had been 
wdl fimnded, must under existing eircum-, 
stances be unavailing. She expected that, 
6ild(»i would soon leave Stanley ;• and to^ 
¥4iat gdod purpose ^hen comibunrcate tiiie 
liisagreeable inteH|gence ? It was by such) 
sophistry as this that sl)^ excused herself 
for not doing her duty ; and Jndeed it is 
1^. similar self-delusion that 4 minority of 
mankind, not hardened in sin and ertpp^ 
seek apologies for humouring their rulmg 
propensities aiid ul^lieensed mclihattons. . 
After the firflit long wdk she had with 
Gikton, when she iiad retired to her room,- 
^ reproached herself severely for h^ im*« 
(Midjsnce ; and unfortunately, in commur. 
nieating *ber regrets to her cousin; ste 
found her both from good nature and thia 
lovewif romance, dispoaed to remove ber 
scraples; rather than confirm them rand 
tint yoong. kdy said ao moch^* and was 
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hesrd so Avourebly on this topic, tfant'sh^' 
began to tlAiik her mother's Motion ^watf ' 
unnecesMry Bnd ill founded. 

Sie thought to herself—** ^oppose Mr. • 
QSdon's fiither will not yield to^tiie wishes 
of his only son, and should insist on sa^- 
crifldng his happiness on the shrine of ava- 
liee, yet he himself is deternnnfed to pep.' 
^st iifi bis suit ; and in sutsh^a 4ioUe ^cafuse 
df ^sinterestednesB, ought I to gi^e lilm 
up ? or can 1 4o it ? Give him iipT It is 
impossiUe ! I ^eould mneh more easily ren* 
der tip my life. And if our future umon 
is thus 'neoessary and 'unatiEoidable, to whit 
purpose dien impose «udh sevoe te^ 
stnints on anyael^ sudi punmhment on 
Imn whom my aoul adovesi? Ooglrt I not 
rather to make m icind return for «o»mudi 
devotion 4md io«s6^4md endea^roar to soofehf 
80!&r as I cm wkh propriety, tbeonxie^ 
tiM that must attend his ppesetit unceMain 
aitaation?^ 

When^thejevenfa^joaine, and Julia B«f4 

ton pra|iflS*d rtbeir usoal widk»: afae did imt 
Miiise to aooompany her; and, to ssy tte 
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tcttlh^it tMR'Ifast {Mtt of the^weift^^lMP 
bouM tnliicb she tmdlleeted mth ibbst^n^ 
tarest, wui lodked ^n^ward to mthinotft 

ilinitkeaeeveniii^|iremeiEade8 tii^^soiiie^ 
tis»e$ exifinded ttheir walk :so fin*, tiiot 4A 
ima/ttesBstfy dack ixefore 4)e^ orepebed (the 
fastiaen;^ jjbd Gildan jnd jLouisa voouldlx 
often SMue distanee in the kw, o^vUfe 
J<m« wd bis miHtaess «rouki' hmrette i^taif 

tok^tntetip. At ihese rtra^i GdUw iwd 
itoTfbrbiofne to r^eat the ti^c^ifMiM fae •fawi 
QwniE»Htod at itbe vEIms ; mid.ivfkile ikmt 
afeftf»tit»»tedM impraipisi!, and afterwaidt 
^eiuiad.iaigsinft, yet : be finaft^r vpremilod^ 
and it deemed at Jtength loibe a tbiog df 
^mm^ {fw him ^to Oiafeeh a ^mBtj Mss, 
wbraever 'they Mifte ^touded . finin i^bifvi 
imtioii bj tlie «had69 of tviriM|^ «*. the 
ttixqs^j^eiTOad^ 

One evening, when the eomrmtftioli 
had boenrnaoffe s^tfimaled tbm nswiL und 
tb^He^tlid )heep;^Kie <tf tM^^e Ut^te^fnifiunr 



16 YAhhisr or shekakooah; 

between the most tender lovers (which 
indeed but serves to &n the flame'of love)> 
and it had been followed of course by an 
affectionate reconciliation, they passed a 
fork in the road~-upon which Louisat 
looking, around with a more disengaged 
mind, began to fear, they had miissed their 
way. Her lover, however, assuring her 
they were right, they proceeded on. They 
hiad not walked far before one of those 
thunder clouds, which often suddenly ap- 
pear at this season of the year,, had risen 
above the hcnrizon, and threatened an im- 
mediate shower. They then turned on 
their steps, and concluded that their friends 
had, by some short cut, found their way to 
tiie house before the rain fell. 

In a. short time they came to anotlier 
i^k in the road-^--the left leading towards 
the negro quarter,* and the right towards 
the house. It happened that they, took 
the left, and before they had proceeded an 
hundred yards, the rain began to fall; 
They quickened their pace, and the road 
grew darker from the overclouding of the 



VALLEY OF SHENANDOAH. 17 

sky 9 the increasing shades of twilight, j^nd 
the greater closeness of the woods. Gilr 
don n&turally inferred he was moving, fur- 
ther from the bouse, yet he hesitated 
whether he should not proceed,, for he 
knew if he turned back, he must go som0 
distance before he could readi any shelter; 
and be had a chance of meeting some per-r 
son in the road they were in, in case they 
were mistaken ; and they might moreover 
be. right Louisa was too much alarmed 
and distressed at the thought, of missing 
her wi(fi and qf beiog alone with. her 
lover at so late an hour, ^ be able to give 
aDy counsel, or to reason on the subject. > 
They accordingly walked^ on in the rain« 
which now fell very &st. Gildon in^ted, 
oil pulling off his coat, to protect his fair 
charge ; but she would not permit it, and 
on they trudged. After awhile they came 
to a piece of open ground, where stood 
several old log cabins, that had once been 
negro hpuses, but had been long since de- 
serted, for some more convenient situatjan. 
They went into the best of them, and 
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dome difficultjr, seated on a log in mie 
comer, they foond a shelter from the raitt^ 

Lonisa was so much distressed at her 
sitoation, that her loTer found great 6aM^ 
culty in calming her appreh«ii»ons* Seat^ 
ing hhsiself t^ her, he reminded her that 
she n^st be within a mile of Stanief^^ 
that the shower w<»ild aoon be over-^ai^ 
that the path most used jm doubt led to 
the house ; that her friends WKmld recoU 
leMy that as t^ey weie before, it was nat^N 
rd that Louisa and he should continil^ 
l^eir walk, and quite as probaUe that they 
^oald take the ^rang fork as the nght 
one, when they werfe •strangers to boAf.- 
These arguments would have been thrown 
away, if the shower bad not evidently 
abated, and a negro man, with a basket ohr 
hiis head,^ carrymg water-melons ' to tim 
*• great house,"* to traffic for bacon, had 
ntA passed by, and ccwifirmed GiWorfs con- 
jectures. 

Louisa's spirits were greatly revived by 
these t^rcumstances, and Crildon was ^to« 
boUened to renew the interestrog isut^ect 
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rpossioii. He said he wts more and 
tmtge teonvinced of tfa^ kopofisiisBity . cf 
fiving without her ; and if he ibanidly m 
Tetilftiitig to: New- York, that his fidber 
wf^ obdusttlie,: lie diocdd return hmnedi* 
atoiy b> Vii^ia^ aU put her ptofiesskns 
oC i^^rd to ihe praof. He asked if she 
would then rcAise heT hand, and dri^e 
Jma to des^ir .? She cbn&ssed &he would 
ba that issue unite lier £ite to bis ; aild ifar*^ 
getting all the pmdent adviee >of her mo« 
dM», ior ntther thinking that, as in anip 
event thejr^ were to be united, she no 
kngw withheld the eonfession of her*fii»d 
dndLnnatterablef^fection; wfaioh duEKflosinie 
idmi}'s breaks down a large portion of 1i» 
M8lfaiBrt» l^at eduention and the forms of 
sodety htfve (Mated in the intercottrse be>^ 
tween the sexes. How could she, after 
11^ i0pafiii^$0ment de amtt fofitte those 
fittle £»rours which love didights in gi^iqg 
and t«oeiving, and whiei|i are nenrer so 
dangerous as when they jus most iuBo* 
maiJ \tk a word, from the nuxnent.oC 
thia ia^iwview, liouisa oonadexed faeraeif 
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as betrothed in the sight of Heavep, aiid 
gave him her whole heart and untimitoil^ 
confidence. ; . . ; , . 

. Jones -and Julia Barton, who had takea 
the. right-'hand road, perceiving the ap*' 
pfoAdiing shower, had re^jturhed, aodpasi^ 
^ th6 forks, of the road sooi^t: after, t^ 
other touple had taken the wrong oi»e» 
Not .meetiiig with Gildon and Loidsi^ 
they took it for granted on that acodant 
that they .also had turned back; and it.oer, 
casioned no Jittle alartn when they Jbimd^ 
on their return to the house, that Loom 
was not! there* Servants were immedi**;. 
ately di^atched on both ix>ads, wiU) giseftfc 
eoats ^ and umbrellas, and . one of thenx 
Smvd the lovers just as they were aboutr 
to leave the old cabifi, and when it ba4 
nearly, ceased mining. 

.Louisa, on ^:eaching the. house^. hurried 
^p stieiirs to change her wet dothes ; and 
afterwards complaining of being indiq;K>^. 
sed» she continued in her rck>m. Whei)» 
left :alone, the poor girl threw herself on 
ttm bed, overwhelmed with the most pojg-n 
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IMA grief lEtiid remorse. The ewors of hei* 
late conduct — her imprCK^nce in en(k)li^ 
i^ging Gildoii*s attentions— h^r abuse of 
her Itaotbei's confidence — and, above all, 
tte danger of foifeiting the good opinion 
of her lover, all rose in judgment against 
hter, and put her on a bed of torture. Nc)r 
O0nld site bring herself to disclose tl^ 
i«4rtle extent of her irxiprudenee to her 
ffiend;' it was bad enough to be known to 
h^nelf and her lover, but insupportable if 
it' were known to another. : 

She p^sed a Wretched and sleepless 
night, and the next day a severe headach' 
ftimished her with a WelUfoiinded excuse 
for not appearing at breakfast. It was* 
followed by a slight fever, that continued 
two days, during whidh Gildon felt the 
most painful solicitude, and sought solace 
fyp his anxiety by conversations with Miss 
Barton; in which Louisa was the perpe- 
ttral'theme. He sent her by her dousin 
the tehderest messages throughout the^ 
day,' and ftidited the most impassioned'and 
ardent epistles that love, ih the full Haxe 
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<^ its power aiKl in the spring-tide of suot 
cess, could inspire. 

On the evening of the^ second day she 
v^tnred down stairs, just before candle 
were lighted ; and as Gildon was ai^ri»d 
of her QOfning» he soon entered the par^ 
lour, and approaching her in a ramner 
equally respectful and tender, inquired 
into the state of her health. She Mt so 
eonfoanded as scarcely to be able to reply. 
The Uood for a moment burnt in her 
oieek, which it th^i as suddenly left, to 
flow bade on her hearty while her limbs 
trembled, and her voice fettered, as in a 
few dTort broken sentences she pronounced 
herself better* 

Miss Barton having withdrawn for a 
moment, Gildon addressed her more fami- 
Uaiiy, and in the most earnest manner be^ 
sought forgiveness for the anxiety he had 
occasioned her. He entreated her not to 
ptinisb him further for his transgressions, 
by such reserved behaviour ^, he affected 
generously to take the whole blame cm 
UmselC and so soothed her piide, that in. 
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a/ew miDutes, wfaeu her cotusui returned^ 
she b«d sufficiently reg^ed her compo- 
^re ta talk on indifferent subjects. 
. The next moirDing she kept her room, 
under the plea of interposition.; and t^v^ 
ing {iome down stairs eitrly in the afterr 
mottp her cousin proposed their usual walk, 
hut she peremptorily refused ; nor couid 
my arguments or entreaties of Gildon in« 
di^oe her to change her purpose. He then 
heoime displeased ; and not sufficiently 
r^pecting the self-denial which she eoi^ert- 
e4* he upbraided her with want of a^ec^ 
tioi^r dnd maintained a silence and reserv)9 
the reist of the evenipg^ which att^ted 
the notice of the whole &mily. The dis« 
pleasure, of her lover was sufficient to in« 
dttce her to make tbe utmost endeavours 
to restore his complacency, but not to de-» 
part from her resolve. 

For thn^e successive evenings she rfsisU 
edt though Gildon tried tp en&nrc^ his own 
earnesti splj^it^tipns^ by the persuasions of 
bftr friends until he announced to the fa- 
milijr that %\^ time fot bis departure bad 
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arrived, and that, instead of proceeding to 
Williamsburg, as he had intended^ he 
should forthwith return to New- York, ki 
consequence of the last lett^^ he had r^ 
c^ved. He also desired Miss Barton to 
tell Louisa, that he wished to have a short 
interview with her, for the purpose of mih 
king some important disclosure relative to 
his affitirs, and to entreat her to afford hint 
an opportunity of doing so on the foUOw* 
ing Evening. 

^ At first she refused, alleging to her cou- 
sin that such long walks subjected her • to 
tile remarks of the servants and others; then 
she began to argue the matter, and finally 
she consented, as it was for the last time, 
to walk as usual for a short distance. 

When they began their promenade, 
Gildon, according to custom, wished to 
fall behind, but Louisa insisted on walk- 
ing before, and kept as near her you^g 
friends as she could, without givmg them 
an opportunity of overhearing her conver- 
sation. Her lover then stated, that a mote 
peremptory letter from his fath^ than he 
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had yet received, had- just been forwarded 
t0 him from Frederick, according /to di-« 
rections left in the post-office, which urged 
hfan to return immediately, and expressed 
a wish that he should enter >into business 
without delay. He then exacted from 
her a prcmiise of writing to him during 
his absence^ and instructed her^ how to ad- 
dress her letters. He assured her he should 
write to her at least once a week, to which 
there could be no objection ; and he ap- 
pointed some time in December following 
to be with her. again, when his first wishr 
on- earth should be consummated, either 
with cm: without his father's consent. 

She said but little, except that she was 
most unhappy. She was dissatisfied with- 
herself; and she intimated her fears of 
some ^rfeiture of his good opinion : to alL 
which he replied with the usual. assevera-^ 
tions and protestations of increased confi*. 
dence, affection, and gratitude. These, 
sentiments,, always so grateful to the ears . 
of lovers, were doubly welcome at this. 

VOL. III. c . 
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i6me^ md Louist fikiiicl tfieiti inexpKki- 
biy flopthiog to her distressed and BQi€k'ti>- 
fed feelings Hot GonfidenGi& in beft^ 
gradually retorned^ imd she foiished li^ 
wdk with great self-approbation fdt the 
prudence and firmness she had displayed^ 
and with delight at the sentiments ex- 
pressed by her lover. 

On the following evening, when a walk 
was, again proposed, positively for the last 
tim^, Louisa at first hesitated; but en^ 
Gouraged by the agreeable result of the oiie 
of the evening before, she comfdied oiioe 
more with her lover's sdiicitatiohs. They 
set out as on the preceding evening, ex- 
cept that Louisa, though she would not 
oonsent to walk behind, suffered Gildon 
to hurry her some distance in advance of 
her cousin ; and in the earnestness oftiieir 
declarations of mutual attad^ment and 
eternal faith, they insensibly prolonged 
their walk to the fork of the road whicb 
had first misled them; when Gildon, wfae* 
tber by accident or design the writer of 
these pages has never ascertained, took 



thet^aftd iv4tf«li led to tbe (d^^^ As 

II00Q as Leuisa saw w)ib^ sh^ was, she 
twi^tssfled Itbe 0-^t^t impalieiice apd 
QBteasineti^ at finding tb^y fand again.oiUsed 
Ifcw wi^; bot oh her Uatm!'^ Fraftkidiqg 
her tliat tb^y muist soon be separated by ar 
diatance of five hundred miles, and a yain- 
fiil absence of several weeks/ she suffered 
buA toimfress on her Ups those caresses^ 
whioh, he said, could alcme give him b&- 
suratice of her real a£fection, and the re- 
nembrance of which w<mld afford him 
aiH^ sweet consolation in bis absence. Th^y 
i^r a while retraced their st^ps^ but not 
until J<»ies apd Julia Barton had been 
waiting |br them nearly hal^ an hofur. 
. IfOuisa approached Miss Barton and her 
loYet witibk a »lent, melancholy air, which 
wnn naturally attributed to the ap{»oacfa« 
iqg dqpfirt^r^ of GildoB ; aqd the aipiable 
JMift . si^oerdy sympathized with her in 
ly^distrws; though^, romantic as she was, 
she^yid^pti^ thought there was as mucb 
to he admired as jHtied in sufiemigs 
Oiliire. 

c a 
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They sat but a short time after thmr re« 
turn,- and the young ladies retired at an 
early hour, at the earnest solicitations c^ 
Louisa. The next morning Gildon/ after 
expressing his lively sense of the kind and 
hospitable reception he had met with in 
a house, with whose inmates he was, three 
weeks before, a perfect stranger, shook 
hands with them all, except Louisa. Sbe^ 
dr^afding the effect of a farewell, the very' 
idea of which was so terrible, excusisd her- 
self by her cousin, and to make amende 
sent her lover a note, breathing sentimefits • 
of Exquisite tenderness, which had been' 
plainly watered by her tears. He could* 
have wished to have bid her adieu ^on&i' 
more ; but finding it impossible, he mount- 
ed his new purchase, and accompanied by 
Frank Barton's servant, set off for f^; 
stage road, which he reached in time .to 
take a seat for Alexandria about ten o'ckxdL > 
in ' the morning ; he thence ^ proceeded, 
without much interruption, to the state 
of New-York, where we must leavse hitn 
for a while, to attend to some otfaw fm^ 
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soluige^, to whotn ^e have dreadj intro- 
duced the reader. 

. Mrs. Grayson, after the departure of 
her beloved, children, no longer called up* 
on to make the efforts which their pre^ 
senoe required, was not able effectually to 
jnepress the > poignant feelings of grief 
which assailed her ; and it must be oon- 
iessed, that it can seldom fall to the lot of 
any one to have more or greater causes of 
ii^Kcticxn. Besides the regret which she 
SAtf for theloss of an itfectionate husband, 
whoife image, always tenderly cherisbec^ 
cime upon her. recoHection at tiooes with 
«o mu6h force as to make his death seem 
imt. as yesterday, she was about to , be 
.tbwwn from a state. of ease, and affluence 

a 

ifttb one.of abaolute penmy, and dius the 
<MMim for whom alone she now cai«d 
to Jive^ were soon to be deprived of those 
eomforts and. enjoyments which wealth 
Mavgive, jtod that consideration whicih it 
jitoQures ffpm the worlds But it waq yet 
<ii'gteafl^,sotti!ce.of anxiety and apprj^o^ 
mm to her, that these dbUdren yirere both 



j» 
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likel j to be thwarted in their aflfecticms by 
the loss of their fortunes : for hear daagli<> 
ter indeed she fUt the most serious alarm. 

With such an accumulation of pv^^it 
and of threatened evil, it is ik> woilder 
that slie for a time yielded to itis force, and 
that her piety was liot able to support iien 
After a day of bitterness and' tribulation; 
she recovered somewhat of her ibrmer 
composure, and began to make prepare* 
tions for that change in her situation wfa&lh 
was now become necessary* and to pro^ 
vide an asylum fbr her daughter iicfeie 
slie returned to Frederick. 8he immedp> 
ately wrote to Mr. 'trueheart to come 
over, for the purpose of ifissitthig hes vAA 
his advice in the disposal of the piopertjr. 
She also wrote "to J^dwand to proceed'to 
inake sale of ithe Eiiston estate ; and harm- 
ing executed these neoessary pieces of bo^ 
fliness, she i^lt greatly relieved. 

$he then went about twilight to «iake 
a visit, as she of^eii did, t^ the spot fad 
whidi the remains of her husband 'Vfm 
depodted. Thit had been auivMUded 
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with a nett railing^ within whieh WBtt 
two or three vreefing willows; and a small 
white urn had been procured from Phila- 
delphia^ around which had been carefali^^ 
plapited roses, and jasmines, and other fra- 
grant flowers. Often in the stillness of the 
evening, and the darker the more^ conso- 
nant was it to her feelings, would she take 
a lonely walk to this spot, and without 
any violent paroxysms of grief; ideally 
compiune with his departed spirit, and se- 
oietly implore the aid and support of the 
great Author of all to guide her in her 
difficulties ; £6t in her mind the image of 
her husband was always associated with a 
feding of religion and devotion, to which 
indeed pure and virtuous love in woman 
is very nearly allied. 
. She had dten forborne to gratify herself 
in this sad luxury, for fear of attracting 
observation, or of being suspected by the 
unfeeling or narrow-minded of affectatimi, 
or of being ostentatious of her grief, and 
because she knew it distressed her children 
toaeehcr give way to her feelings; but 
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since they had left her, and she was' hot 
restrained by the last consideration^ there 
never was a night, when she had no visi- 
tors, that she did not take this solitary 
.walk. Sometimes, rapt in tlie contempla- 
tion of past scenes of bliss, or bewildered 
with the difficulties of the future, she 
would remain longer than was prudent at 
this season of the year, so near the fogs of 
the river. 

. Finding no inconvenience from the prac- 
tice, she had been led insensibly to consi- 
der it as safe — >until one evening, about 
the middle of Septemb^, when the night 
air began to be chilly, she happened to 
stay out longer than usual, and the next 
evening she was taken with a sli^t shi- 
vering, which was followed by a sHiarp 
ague, and the next day it assumed the ap- 
pearance of a bilious fever. 

She immediately sent for her f^niily 
physician, a man of great prudenoe land 
experience, who, finding she was threat-^ 

« 

ened with a disease of some coritimiaBM; 
lode over to Mr. Buckley's, and requested 



oiMbf Jbe ft mUir to <^flfnd sjtay with her* 
FVoiogr^ Bttokle^r, who from her intimacy 
vfHh Jjomsa, was oftener at Beachwood 
than her sister^ immediately: rode oyer to 
attend her amiaUe friend ; and, besides b6-' 
ing a most* assiduous nurse, endeavoured, 
by her cheerfukiess and little attentions, 
to keep up the. spirits of her patient 

Matilda Fawkner, as.soon as she heard 
of Mrs. Grayson's illness, insisted . with 
her *mother on going to her ; and reached 
Mrs. Grayson's a short time, after Miss 
Buckley. Both these young women were 
unwearied in their assiduities to this ex- 
cellent woman, whose mildness of man-< 
ners, and heavenly patience of temper, 
were never more conspicuous than on the 
sick bed.^ The ordinary remedies were 
tried without success, and in three or fout 
days it was circulated about the neigh- 
bourhood that Mrs. Grayson was danger- 
ously ill. , ; 

The news flew rapidly over the county,, 
and wasi every where. heard with the live* 

; C 8 



liest eoncem. TheM was not a. nrfgliboup 
who had! not; at some tim^ oroljiaiveau 
perienced hep kindness in siokmii^ or in 
the way of eharily» and wko didnot ftel 
Aat her loss woutd be a gencnl cdani^f. 
"the senrahCa too» to whom she was so afri 
tentive a nune, weve stiiouslj alarmad at 
her situiktioq, and hi^uired % dozen times 
a day whether any change had taken 
ptsice. Messages of inquiry came ftooa 
all the neighboun;, and even from pensona 
with whom^ on account of the diatama&» 
they had no intereourse^^^some bringing 
such little rarity or ddicacy as was thot^t 
nqiight be acceptable, and some reccicn*' 
ttending fevourite remedies, or offering 
to sit up with her; and had the young 
kdles who were staying with her been 
9o disposed; they need never have attend^ 
ed upon her two nights suceessiyely. 

On the third day, when Mat^a sa^ 
that her excellent friend was evidently 
gcowing worse, she- proposed to her fo let 
liouisa know of her situation; bat tho' 
tender mother^ always more anxious for 



het thBArivfs happiness than her own, po^' 
tSiAvdy forbid it^ befieving that she would 
probacy 8(x>ti mend, and it would be crudir 
in her to ihflidt unnecessary pain ; still, on 
being strongly pressed by both her youhg 
yhMts, she consented, if she was not 
better in two days, that Matilda might 
not only Vrtite^ but that the carriage should 
be sent for her daughter 

The two daysi accordmgly pas^^ and 
Ho change for the better hating taken 
place, the carriage was directed to be pre- 
pared; and on the following morning, by 
daylight, Phill set off, with a letter from 
Matilda, so worded as to excite as little 
apprehehsion as possible, which reached 
Stanley shortly after Gildoh had let it. 
Louisa and Julia Barton were walking by 
themselves, as Jones had departed th^day 
that Gildon had left th^m, at the request 
of his mistress, thht she might more ef-? 
fectually console her cousin in the ab- 
sence of her lover. They, naturally turned 
their iteps in ihat direction where they 
had most frequently walked, when they 
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heard the sound ^of carriage-^jrfaedb at a 
distance; and not Wishing* to be seen bjr^ 
strangers while thus unattended, they im- 
mediately hastened towards the house; 
but a lash or two of the whip qui<dcened- 
the. pace of the hoi^s, and in a litde 
while the' carriage overtook them, And' 
was recognised by Louisa * as the family- 
chariot. , 
: Her first .emotion at the sight of old 
PbiU: was' that of joy, and in a moment' 
r-ecdLlecting where she saw him, 'she ap- 
prehended he was the be^ffer of some un- 
welcome message, and she trembled with 
alarm, t 

"How is mamma, uncle Phill?" 
" She is not well. Miss Louisa." 
^* Oh ! what is the matter? tell me ; she is 
not iftk, is she ?" 

" She has been sick two or thr^ dayiS,^ 
and Miss Matilda thought I had b&tt^r. 
cotne for you." 

" Where is my letter, unde PhiU ?" > 
" Here it is,** said the did many takings 



ii 
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it out <tf an pld black pocketbook, wod 
handing it to ber. . 

When she read that her dear mother 
was ack, probably in extreme danger, sb^. 
felt almost beside herself. She deteirinini^^ 
on setting off the next rooming;, and on 
going back to the house, she informed ^the 
&iiiily of her resolution ; nor could they 
prevail on her to let the horsejs rest evim 
half a day. * Frank Bairton was q^ of th^ 
way, but the ov^seer, a ste^y, deoent 
man, was immediately put ki;.sequisitip|]f 
to escort her. 



CHAPTER II. 



The next day, after an eariy breakfast, 
and an affectionate, leave of her. kind apd 
amiable relatives, she left Stanley, with, a 
heart rent with bitter add conflictis^; emo- 
tions. SIhe reepUected, .that three weeks 
before, when she had approached that hos- 



pMbl^ floahston^ ^e thought hendf m^ 
premely miserable; and jet what wail her^ 
situation thenar compared to what it ^as 
at thia tioae ? Then her d«Kng mother 
was in good health-^-^he benielf was in 
the Mt of oonpljing with that mother's 
wish«Sj and was supported under iier trials 
trith sdli^probation^ nothing of wfakh 
mm the case at present. 

She travell^ on with a heavy heart, 
stopping as little as possible at private 
houses ; and on the evening of the third 
day» as she came down the mountain of 
Ashby's Gap, at Berry's Ferry, and saw 
the dear mansion of her family, it awa- 
kened recollections and emotions which 
caused her to weep excessively. Good 
old Phill, discovering her distress, turned 
round, and said — ^* Miss Louisa, don't be 
mieasy. Mistress is not so very skk, and 
she wfH be distressed to sel^ you take on 



so." 



'* I was oiily thinkiiig of past times, 
nnele FhiU. I hope my mother k better; 



tot, GoAkoM^ tf t tbdciglit Ae w«m 
worse, it would niiA^e iii« dktaMUrt|B(t/* 

When the emiage tame in dghi elf the 
hcfM^f liwisa theugbt it a ftvouftUe 
sj^wptom to pereeiye trn^ young kdkx 
walking towards them, orie of whom fkn^ 
was sure was Matfida. They m^t *f a 
short dkrtmce^m the ^e; i».a ttOmtiUt 
the carriage door was- thMWiv o^n# tmA 
Louisa aud Jif atitda were k% edtb otber'Si 
arms; the question o£-^'' How is inamtnft»^ 
Matilda ?^ haring preceded eirery other; 

^ She is much better I hope,** said het 
friend. 

Aa soon as, on further inquiry* Lou-' 
isQF^s anicious fears for her moth^s safety 
had si!^»dedy her thoughts turned more 
on herself, and the reflections which * then* 
presented themselves were of .a still more 
painful cbaijiGter^ With her desire to bet^ 
hoid her bdoired oivdther^ there waa liiin^ 
^eda good deal of undefined fear^ and ai 
fbeling of 4hame and self^ieprosch, that isdie 
could lypt meet hen miik idl that k^genii-^ 
oiMBMis ftbot OM8 made their intenKHirie 
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that of two fiiends of ttn^pial ^^ imtber 
than of pai:^nt and child. . 

Bella ran put to meet her, exdaiming, 
** Oh, Miss Liouisa, I ^m so glad to see 
you back ! Mistress is better tonday ; but 
she has been mighty ill. — ^^Lord, Miss 
l^quisa, how pale you look ! . Mistress 
was afraid you would not have your health 
dpwn the country.. Granny will be so 
gkd to see ypu ! Granny says she's had 
no good cpffee since yoq went away. How. 
did you leave master Edward ? i$. be 
still in Williamsburg?" And thus ike 
girl,- with tbejreedom of a servant brought 
up in the family, chattered away from the 
gate to the chamber door, unconsciofi^, 
by every word, planting daggers in her 
heart. 

' Mrs. Grayson had been thought much 
bett^ in the morning, both by her. atten- 
dants and the physician, ilnd she ha^ pre-, 
pared herself for the meeting. With, a 
soul pf the. most feeling character, sl|e had. 
remarkable patience and equanimity; HJer 
paaslons / w^re deKcate rathtr thait stoong.. 
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She was lying on her bed^ withawlnte 
handkerchief round her browist, to relieTe 
jber from the sli^t headach which at- 
tended h^r disease ; and this» with the ef- 
fect of three days' fever, made her i^pear 
in her daughter's eyes still more ditared 
than she really was. — '^ My dear daugh- 
ter!" — " Oh, my mother, my mother T 
were all they said when they embmced. 

Mrs. Grayson endeavoured to aUay the 
fears of her daughter, by giving as fa- 
vourable ieinswers as she could to her af- 
fecticmate inquiries. In spite of all her 
eaceftiohs to appear cheerfyl, Loiiisa ex-^ 
hiHted uncommon radotion. . In her firrt 
embrace, as she laid her head on the bp- 
90XSX of her mother, she sobbed aloud. 
Matilda gently requested her to restrain 
hev feelings, but it was some time befoK 
she suffldently recovered her composure 
to ccmverse with her motl^ fredy, and to 
give full miswers to hiir inquiries. 

Fanny Buckley was delighted to soe 
Louisa; but having made .sPOie reaiirk 
cm her altered appearance^ Mm Gr^ipn 
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lodkod at hes daugliter more imnowlf ^ 
and perodving her much paler and mow 
delicate than when die left Beachwood^ 
die was apprehensiTe that the cause wUoh 
had reoommended her visit had been still 
preying on her saisitive heart : she for<- 
bore however to saj any thing that would 
lead the conversation to this ddiicate and 
painiiil sulgeci:. 

In a little while doetor Sdby arrived, 
and finding his patients pulse quidcer 
than the day befoi«, and all the symp- 
toms lesS' fiivourable^ he good-naturedly 
snlded bis yqung .acquaintances for theiv 
imprudence, and cautioned Mrs. Grayson 
against sufienng herself to be agitated* 
This put a stop to aU further conversation 
between Liouiaa and her mother, and thus 
spared her the pain of further disingenu^ 
oiisness^-fas she would have felt herself 
justified in concealing from her mother 
Uiat she had seen Gildon, rather than dis* 
trass her by communicating it in her pre- 
situation. 

Af soon as they ha(l .withdrawn fh«i 
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Bin; Qnj%cm*B sUsk-foon, Fuxmj VnAh 
ley began to make close inqoiriea about 
GHIdon-^wheiefae was when ahe hadhcaori 
ftom htm, and when the. expected hiipt 
all of which she was able to answer, with* 
out dther deviating fiom the truth, or im* 
parting the whole of it, but nHiidi it was 
Bsortifying in the ^treme to be conpeDtd 
to do; ai^ she thofi found, thatweloe 
never exempt^ from the punishment 
which is sure to attend disingenuousness. 
Often she was on the point of disdosing 
evevy thing to her young friendi; but a 
seniria of shame, and a distmst of Fannji 
Btackley^ discretion, . checked her. She 
WM however resolviad to be less reserved 
towards Matilda, on whose fiiendihip and 
prudence she oMild i^ually rely. As soon 
then as Fanny BucUey went into Mi& 
Grayson^s room, to prepare and adminiskcr 
a dbse of medicine Louisa, who had been 
employed on some household matters^ iad 
Matilda into her room, and ^Aien gave her 
A disdotove of nearly all that had o^cmw 
ifti.' MatAda Mateited to ker naxrativia 
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witk breathlees. anxiety; and exp^enoed 
a variety qt emotions and ■ fears, > ^ode -of 
which she vientured to express, except her 
regret for what she had heard» infflstii^ 
however cm a promise from Louisa, thieit 
she would not see hear lover again without 
the consent of her mother, nor even tiiien, 
unless he should be, prepared to fulfil hia 
engagements at once; for she saw too- 
plainly that her friend had not the irtreagth 
ctf mind to pursue .that course whigh bor 
judgment might dictate. 

JLouisa wept tears in abundance a£k^ 
her confession; and having given vent to 
her feelings, and readily consented to 
make the promise which her friend ex- 
acted, and of which she had seen the pro- 
priety before, she &lt greatly relieved, and 
returned tq her mother's . room with a de- 
fp:ee of composure which ^he had not felt 
for the last ten days. Such is the virtue 
in the. halm of confiding friendship. 

It was in vain, however, 'that i^e aifd 
her yoUng cmipsiiiions made>u6e of every 
ant; and little soptbii^ attention/ in tljisk 
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-powMTi for :tfae b^befit of the excdlent 
Mr8« .Gi!ay9on« The . agitations of the 
moniingy in.spiteof aU.her.self-comilHuid, 
bad heightened her feyer» and.it $tiU och^^ 
tmned to ineilease ; she p^sed a bad^ night, 
mA the day following the doctor thought 
h(^ pnicb. worse. In the evening he ney 
turned iagmn,' and finding her no better, 
heproposed to call in a gentleman of emi-' 
neno&: from Winchestier, who was ac-' 
cordingly s^it for. This wia a signal of 
alarm to Louisa, the . servants, . and ttei 
neighbours. There w$is. not an hour in 
the cky in which some messenger did not 
airive at Beach wood, for the purpose, of 
learning how she was.. Doctor Blbdgef 
arrived the following morning, when, Mrs. 
Grayson's fever continuing unabated, her 
stwngth had still further declined. ) 

The. two attending phy^ians had l<»ig; 
been acknowledged rivals; and they bad i 
more fotindations for their jealousy than 
commoiily exist among the membei^ of a 
profession,, wbich. is not remarkable for^ 
tfaeiJiarmony or libaraUty of its membeors^ 
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tofrards eadi other. One had been edo* 
(»ted in Edinburgh— the other in FbUa^ 
delfAia ; one was a disciple of CuUen-*-^ 
the other an admirer of Brown ; one was 
a man of cautious temper*— the other boU^ 
sftnguifie, and sometimes rash. The one 
wtt prejudiced against new remedies^ et<^ 
pedally if they originated here» or had 
bem embraced and supported with zeal 
by doctor B4ish-^the other an enthusiastic 
admirer of that gentleman^ and favouraUy 
d&iposed to all new theories, new remedies^ 
and new modes of practice. 

As they som^mes came in contact 
when Blodget first began to practise in 
Winchester, these foundations for c^- 
sion had their natural effect Selby, tiie 
graduate o£ Edinburgh, had used some 
expressions of contempt respecting BkxU 
get^ which came to his ears ; and the two 
meeting in consultation, soon afterwards^ 
at the hxmse of a wealthy man, then in 
the mm of a fever, they differed, quar* 
reBed, and finally came to Uows* After 
this^they held no sort of intereouiae; but 



fli/lh^ Qutrrri was Doiborioai» ih^v$&te 
mmwvhBt reserved m spedcing of each 
other ; sod prefesisicftiill jealeusyi fi]idb% 
less aUffient to support k, add vesting ifc« 
self «pe» youeger oompetitois* gradmdly 
rabsided; and haTiftgJbeen again called td 
a CQBsCiltation^ m the case of colonel Gtsy^ 
SO0, whom they both greatly respedted^ 
th^sy forgot thdt past diflfereneeSi and ifc 
their hearty co-operation^ for the good of 
tbeikf patient, became, if not Mendfy, «fc 
leiust mutually dvil and respeetfuL There 
was afterwards nothmg to be observed in 
thek occasional meetings^ but a great deab 
of fwmallty and politeness in tbeir ihtei^ 
eowse ; and whatever one recommend^, 
the other did not directly disapprove^ but 
opposed in the form of a st^ges^Uon^ a 
quety, or ^ doubt. 

On this oGcasicn)> however, it' turned 
out thaft theif views were directly oppo^ 
cate as to the character of the disease^ bsiA 
consequently the character of the feme- 
dies; but: as time i^ experience had 
taught ^hem to feel more respect for eadi 
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other's talents, and to moderate their pas* 
sions, or, at any rate, to conceal them 
better, they were led, to prevent a diffe- 
rence of opinion, to nothing more than an 
agreement to call in a third member of the 
faculty, doctor Minorfee, with whom the 
reader has already been made acquainted. ^ 
He came, saw the patient, and hearing 
the arguments on both sides, did not he- 
sitate to dedde in favour of the depleting 
remedies recommended by doctor Blod- 
get He talked very learnedly and flu- 
ently on the increased action of the sys- 
tem, of the undue excitability, of direct 
and indirect debility, and would have re- 
sorted to the lancet, but both of the 
others united in deprecating this, in the 
exhausted state of the patient. Doctor 
Selby, somewhat chagrined at his decision,^ 
observed, that as the views entertained by 
a majority were different from his own,^ 
and h^ was bound to acquiesce, he must 
withdraw, though he would be always 
ready to aid with his advice when it was 
further asked. 
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Biodget b^an immediately to act rq^ 
tber boldly; and finding no bad conse- 
quence to ensue, he persevered ; and per- 
oeiving the next day a favourable change, 
though a slight one, he was encouraged 
further: to proceed in the same course; 
and in two days he pronounced his patient 
out of danger. 

This cure, as it was called, was a proud 
feather in his cap ; not only because it had 
been performed against the opiiiion of his 
most eminent rival, but because it had re^- 
stored to health the most respected lady 
of the county ; and although it is said to 
be very probable that nature (who, by re- 
ducing the flesh, and strength, and appe- 
tite of the patient, was effecting the same 
end as the doctor ^id by his medicines) 
would have wrought the same cure, yet 
as that could never ' be ascertained, ^* the 
worthy Mrs. Grayson," ** the amiable 
Mrs. Grayson," ** the dear Mrs. Grayson," 
had he&\ saved by doctor Blodgefs skill. 

The joy; at her recovery, which was in 
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^nroportion to their previous alarm nod un« 
.^a^ines^ fnsde tbe whole famU}r fcflqget 
theif otii?r mi^aftunest and the pkwure 
which her recovery so obvioual^ eomilm- 
taioated, filled her own heart with |^tt- 
tiide» and gave a fresh stimulus to her faa- 
:lievolent feelings. 

As soon as Mrs. Grayson was pronoyi*^ 
ced pat of danger, Mrs. Fawkner came 
to make her a visit; and having goM 
through the uwal forms of congratulation, 
she insisted on carrying her daughter 
home, alleging; that nuising and sittHig 
up had evidently affected her health. 

Matilda's society had been LonisaV chief 
^ace and support since ber return to 
Beach wood ; nor could that of her Motter, 
)aow that she had, alas ! ceased to repoee 
tentire confidence in her, sapply its place. 
'As to Fanny^ she had so littk of romance 
in her composition^ was so inferior in un- 
derstanding, and so apt to tell dil she 
knew, that she eould not bring herself t# 
tolk of Gildon to her, except in very ge* 
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terms, <mu<^h less to dispose to lier 
the ieCMt Hiougfats df lier bosoin. 

In a iew d«7« Mrs. dray^son was abfo to 
aietint in the oanii^; and thoagli ex- 
tremely weak, the exercise Tatber strength* 
4meA than f^Uigiiaol her. Itetoming from 
bar nicmng's fide, grratly invigorated ki 
afran^li, and tefreriied in spirits, a gen- 
tiMitan and )m SCTvaUt were seen ap- 
praaoUng the house, at a moderate gatt, 
4md in a little while Ptiaius recognised 
4bem tobeMr.TroeheQrrt and his valet. This 
mmMxf gentleman had intended to set off 
Ar Beachwood as soon as he received Mrs. 
6ra3^dn*ssumm€ins,btit having at die same 
time lieard the reports of her illness, he 
^ferred 4at visit which mast be useless, and 
Miglft %e unseasonable, and determined 
iM> regulate bis movements by what fae 
i^buld learn from has friend doctor Blod- 
^ik >of the progress of tier ^sease. As 
aoon w^ be understood she was decidedly 
«mvaAe6eefit lie set off; and as it was 
dbou^ the time of bdkiing t^ district court 
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in Winchester, be concluded to call by 
Beacbwood, and either arrange the busir 
ness then rdative to colonel Grayson's 
estate, or defer it. until after the adjourn^ 
iDent of the court. 

. The genen)8ity and deUcacy of this wor- 
(by man were never more conspicuous 
than on this occasion. He assiduously 
laboured to give the widow of his friend 
as favourable a view of things as possible 
consistent, with the truth ; and in provi- 
ding for her comfort, and that of her fa- 
roily, to make it seem rather as matters 
of course, than as the effect of his manager 
jpent or liberality — thus contriving to 
lighten the weight of obligation, while he 
increased its value. He endeavoured to 
shew, that by disposing of the estate on a 
credit, and borrowing money at legal in^ 
terest, on the faith of the bonds (which 
lie assured her would be very practicable), 
eqoiigh might be saved, after paying the 
d^bts of the estate, to purchase a common 
dious house am} farm for them ; that he 
himself had a claim against the principal 
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creditor, which might be considered pre* 
cmous, if hazarded on the uncertainties 
0f the law, but which the same creditor 
was willing to settle in his debt against 
the estate— that witii this fund Mrs. Gmy* 
son might purchase such of the slaves as 
jshe was attached to, and repay him at her 
leisure, when her children were settled in 
life ; and ihat this delay would be amply 
compensated to him, by making that se* 
cure which was contested and might be 
eventually lost. Nor did he forget to in* 
form her, that the accounts he had re- 
ceiyed from Edward were of a very flat- 
tering character. The professors, one of 
whom he had seen the preceding week, 
gave him a most exalted character. 

This exemplary man continued at Beach- 
wood from Friday until Sunday, when 
having attended Mrs. Grayson and Louisa 
to the chapel, to return thanks for h^ 
late recovery, he proceeded to Winches- 
ter, where the district court w»i to be 
hdd on the next day. 
' The Saturday's post brought among 



olliefs a letter ftom Gil<ion to.Lcroin) 
fteted m Philaddpbia* He stated that he 
had travelled without stopping to* thai 
place, and a dehy of two or three honit 
enaUled bitn to say to his ** beloved^ aiu 
gelic Louisa*'^ how much he suffieccd in 
her abseM&^^how flat, insignificaDt^ and 
worthless all that he inet with appcoRfd^ 
/ when she wils away ; that her tooks^ and 
maimer, and air, and words, were 9Smnj% 
fresh ID his reooIlection-*-as wiere idso 
those scenes where she bad given him v^ 
surane^ of her affiaotion. Qe b^ggl^d , het 
to Write to him by eVwy potft--4K^d ha 
should be able to return sooner than he 
contemplated when they |)arted» aa sib* 
sence grew more «id more insupportable; 
« with much more to the tame purponsc^ 
which, though very oomaioufplaee; was 
read again and agaSa with frl^ delight bjT 
Louisa, after she had read them oft^i 
enough to rq>eat every word from me« 
aoory. 
This precious proof ef his feuth and afi 
^•,1^00, alter being shewn to hdTv mother 
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iie had put notiimg in it from wimk 
his visit to Stanley? could be known), ww 
tlw»(i 49po9ited m hat bosom, from whence 
sbfi m» Qf^ttk 9em by Matttda to withdraw 
it^ wd aft^ giving it a aly bia9» return it 
tat ita Wwly sanctuary. 

Mjra. Grayson wa9 gratified at tba warai: 
scntimenta of love this letter contained) 
though they would have been more to hm 
taata if they had been expressed with moro 
sii&|^liclty» and a less studied elegance^ 
She was willing^ however, to make aU 
lowanees for the reigning fashion of florid 
and inflated writang, in which it was usual 
txK avoid all natuxal modes of expression at. 
taaie and feeble. 

Loniaa readily oompHed with her lover^t 
request of writing to him — ^for his will had 
now beoome a law to her; and she ao^ 
ocwdtng^y addressed a letter to him ia 
Naw-^York, thanking him for his lettor, 
and avowing her aflection in terms q£ 
great tenderness. But her epistle througb- 
out eo^iUted an air of sadness and gloomy 
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fimbodifig, which she could not conoesU 
and y^t felt unwilling to confess. 
• This letter of 6ildon% nevertheless^ 
had a very cheering effect on her "d^nrits, 
and, as a -natural consequence, was pro- 
portionally beneficial to Mrs. Grayscm, 
aind furthered her convalescence. SIk^ de- 
voted so much of her time to making ar* 
nmgemeilts for the approaching sale, that 
she had not inquired into the particulars 
of her daughter's visit, as she would other- 
wise- have' done ; and con^quently OLoii- 
isa wainot so much subjected to the pain 
tluit unwarranted concealment must iever 
give to an ingenuous , mind, educated in 
such strict principles of integrity. :Siie 
sought too, by her mother's earnest ire- 
oommendation, the advantage of employ- 
m^it; she also wrote to Matilda almost 
daily notes ; and set herself seriously about 
Earning those household arts which she 
had hitherto utteriy neglected, but which 
^ altafed ci^umstances of her family 
made ^ indispensably while she continued 
under her mother's roof; ^nd which the 
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too probable refusal ^f 6ildon*s fiitfier to 
1)13 marriage would make equatty neqeii^ 
* aary if she should become his wife. Thcke 
several occupations so filled up her tiine, 
that she found little Ic^isure to indulge the 
pairtful, harrowing thoughts that would 
sometimes . obtrude themselves* and pie<^ 
3ent to her imagination a horrible abyss, 
into which she was about to be pfecipi-' 
t^ted. The society of Fanny Budcfey, 
whose attachment to her seemed to in- 
crease with her unhappiness^ and wliieh 
that unsuspecting gh'l imputed as much 
to the change in the circumstaneet of her 
family as to her anxiety about her lover, 
no longer aflbrded her any ]^insure^-^for 
shetx)uld not converse with Hr on what 
alone created any interest in her mind. 

Of all tho^e who had flocked to Beadb* 
wood, to congratulate Mrs. Gnyson on 
&er recovery, there was no one who took 
more heartfelt delight in so dcnng, or waa 
more cov^ially received, Ibap their wortfegr 
neighbour MCuUoch. 

d8 
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** Mj good MudaiOi'' said he, api^^oacli-^ 
ii^ tl|8 dity chair oa itbieh Mrs* Grayson^ 
w^ and oflEering bis bandy "" I oould put 
<tf seeing you no Ioiiger» though you, or 
tbem young, ladies^ must push me out pC 
the room the moment I am likely to fiu. 
tigae jrou. But where is my Rose o£ 
Shaitm?*' ' 

LiOttisa, hearing the voice of ber old 
fiMbd,, Qame running in from the dining-^ 
sstdmj «|id be not only shook ber by the 
handy but gave her one or two kisses^ that^ 
might ba Vet been beard in every room in 
tiMi house# lie then held her off at arm's 
lengthy to see if be could perceive in ha? 
fate-any tudicationa of the ague and fe^ 
tcr wkfa which the lower <^uQtry waa 
alwHya associated in his mind } and thia 
ettmiliatian, by the train g£ ideas it t x- 
eitedy bringing: the blood into her cheekSr 
be deab«ed» with great satis&ction» that 
fer oBoe afae bed escaped it-^'* I believe^": 
faid be, '^ your kinsmaa'a place, madaoW 
18 one of the healthiest' in the. Northern 
Neek. And how pany of the Buckahoes 
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Imvc those blttsbM and dimples tlaughteri* 
«d? Some scorei, I will warrant" 

Louisa, anxious to give the convene- 
tion another tutti^ inquired about Mrs. 
M'CuUooh, and reproached him ibr not 
bringing her with him. 

'*The old lady considers me so bola* 
terous, and was so iearful of my fatiguing 
your good mamma, that she wanted me 
to ^vait until to-morrow ; but for once I 
^^tured to disobey her, and I shall be 
sure to pay for it in a curtain lecture. 
Girls, if yoii want to know how to govern 
yoor husbands, take a. lesson from th# <A^ 

inAyr ^ : 

*' I do not know indeed a better model,*^ 
said Mis« Grayson ; ** but if i^e rules, it 
ir by fcever seeking to rule.*' 

He looked thoughtful £>r a moment,. 
and'ii4th more seriousness than was cus- 
tMmry with him, said---^'' I believe you 
hraUre it^ ifmdam ; and it is the only way a 
^sband worth having can be governed."* 

Belia now proclaimed that a gentleman 
^ms eonimg up the lane^ and in a little 
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^hUe Primus came tQ die door^ and moA 
that Mr. Hatchett wished to see bis mig^ 
tocss* 

; Mrs. Grayson seeming to faesitatej; 
H'CiiUoch offered to* go out and l$arn of 
him his business. He aeoordin^y went 
into the parlour, and found the old usmnr 
in the same rhabarb^coloured coat s^ 
breeches, but a thicker waistooat, > to suit 
the slight change of the sea^n. * M.'OuIr 
loch never disguised . his contemptuous 
feeling^. 

*' How fares it» old Hard-times? ¥oii 
4l3e not aware» I presume, that the g90A 
lady of the house has just risen frdm t|^ 
bed of sidkness ?*' 

** I 'was apprized of it, Mr. MfCuUocbr 
but my business is pressing, and panm^be 
p»toff." 

: '^ Hoot, man! are you to leam : t)iat 
business mu^ give way t6 sackoess? 
Would you fatigue this worthy hdf 
about that eternal cdm:promi8e, whieh 
after all I predict you vHU neveri^ri^ to ?^ 

** Every imam Mn M*Cu)k)cl» u^dvr 



alaods his own, hmmifm beit, oir tMiil^: he 
Amb. It 10 to gim W notioe, tb9l^>a 
daim on her late huoband haa heea m^ 
i^ned to me, a^d ta know of ber if Ae 
hteany" offiet or disoountagainflt it.** 

*" Who^e bond k it, and what is the 
aoMMmt ?** 

^ It is to .Sam Slocum» who was eolonei 
Gmyson^a oiverseer, fiir one hn^d^ 4nd 
jughly doUars," 

> ^ What ! h9S tl^t. rascal, sold you bi9 
bond already? It. has been but a few 
waeks nnee be settled his aAeount; and 
this is ihe mighty and important matter 
fer which you would push that amiaUe 
and benevolent &oe of yours into the 
itiiamber of a sick lady! Suppose yoa 
wei^ not to have giv^Q tins notice to-day, 
could it not have been done as wellto- 
aaoROw; or next day, or next week ? Or 
Hyou had not given it at d^ Joe could 
have made it good to you. Nay, even if 
yoU'had: lost it altogether, would you ever 
have: fipjk it, or missed it, pr even known 
k, exeept by yoor ledger? And yet yoo 



cMild find it in ybtiir b^krt- to toment tM$ 
worthy tedy Ab6o« Md^ H' Anfle! For 
ahioie/ tnffiiJ if yMn htfVii no bM^els^ ftt 
laiit kel«p u^ ^ ilhow of ^dtedeiioy r 

•• Ydu *fcve yoor wayi Mr. M<)«illodi^ 
Md I bm^e min#. < I dotv*t intoiftre with 
you when you choose to waste your tinm 
or^ybtit sttbstanoe, tind I dont see what 
right you have to meddle wHh me for 
husbanding mine. I have home .you£ 
flouts long enough » and I have put up 
with them -because I love peace. But 
since,; in spite of all I can. do^ you iire 
ridiculing and insulting me whenever we 
meet^ I hope yon will pay me what you 
owe nae before you make so free^ linlesa 
ym fiKap. always to be more liberal of 
yodrftmrd words than of your money.'' 

*' And dO' you pretend to censure me, 
nii^creaiit^^ yxm^ who haire not the aotii 
o£ an oykeiN^because I have uaed tfant 
nioney^ wUeh you by rapacity amasa, audi 
have not ttte-spirit to spetid ? I Am abl^^ 
thank God, to pay you» but I drnll; be iA 
ao^ hurry to do'tso. I; have oliher credit 
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toM, whins dainu^ upon every ffincipk 
ef 'honoar and justice^ are 9fipefior to 
yt(mts>\ and if you do not choo«e,t0.wiil 
my iime» you may sue atid be d '-^ i d^'* 
So ttiying, he left bim, and returned /to 
Mrs. Omyson. 

M'CulIooh was not without some ftavs« 
m the midst of his resentment against 
Hatchett, that he had lost all hold uprar 
the money Jender's forbearance^ and thaC 
bk long* deferred removal to the west 
would be precipitated somawbat sdonev 
tban be wished, by his bitter raillery of 
that morning. 
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On MatiUars return to the ISkaa^ «hn 
Ibund Frederiok fiteener tber^j though he 
had ktoLy spent the chi^ pftrt of his time 
oa bis own estate, and in nafctog prepa- 
rations for bia aanaage.wttb Susan Tid- 
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bcffl. He 3¥as al^ disposed to look! a Hf tie 
motto clds0ly into the accounts of liis gnair- 
jKan* in oomeqtience of the advioe wfaidi 
liad been given him by old TidbalL Tbh 
iriveetigailicin was one of gre^it . labour to 
poor Frederick, and he had come down 
to ask ettfiilahations of his unde. 
V Hetodk the earliest occasion of infinm- 
ing his eotisin Matilda, that wl^n at Lex^ 
ingtoh he bad seen a gentleman just from 
Williamsburg, who mentioned that Ed- 
ward Grayson was thought a very pro- 
mising young man, and a fine gienius, 
though a little eccentric; and that two 
young ladies were pulling caps for him ; 
one very pretty, but without fortune, 
the other not handsome, but very rich^ 
and very acdcnnplisfaed ; and that as his 
father's estate would be absorbed in pay-> 
ing its debts, it was generally supposed 
thfrt htft<iwouMt man-y Miss Allen. ^ ^ 
' MlrtiRIa^ had' utveomfmon fnrmness tdF 
mind, as well as deamesls of juc^ment, 
and «h^ did not allow herself for a mo- 
ment «to^ bdievo there was any shadow: jof 
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Ippomdafor^ the > latt» paii ; of the repoct .;- 
ftiMo nxmouxo{i tiiis kind evar yet retidn* 
fd* the: ears ofra kyiH^r^ without oosiBg 
WBie uneasiiiciss. i . / 

. She kept up a. regular correspondmoe 
with Edward; and meaning to wcitefiie 
next day to confirm her fcvmev statement 
6£-hi8 mother^s;reQovery, she mentioned. 
t|ieEie reports as examples of the Mae ?u» 
mqurs that maUgnan^ . or inconstdemibe 
po^e were constantly putting in cinsuia- 
tion^ and that it should bq a. warning to 
both not to cre^t any thing that was ii^ 
oonsirt^it with tbegdod opinion thtfr^ih 
tertatned of each other. 
- iTrederick/wiio had never taken Ute 
possilnlity of the report being untraeiiito 
eafcuktipn^ waa re«dy: eiiottgb now ^to aid* 
mit it» and even .was confident of its falsifajr^ 
as soon as it/wa8}mggeBted>. Heitheiefiire 
did not afterwfurds meiitioEi it to hia.aant» 
who would not haw fiokd toavatthenidf 

. • * 

of it to renew, her p^meeutiitmi^.of hwdai}|^ 
ter, with better aiguiaiaEits. tbui she had. 
l^thiscto hew Aimiihed ftithw Xhetimth 
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wn,iltmt Edward boairitd ia die hmmtmi 
ft Mrt; Rqbartaoii^ of gttiteei n ma eakmBi 
mpti oDce in eifljr dvonmrtatieet^ but whioii 
after the death of her hushaiid»«had aeMed 
hevatlf in WiUiaiiiabiiig> fer tJbe puspose 
of ^avoDg her children vn^ educated at • 
itMdflnte exfttce; and tiie better ta can 
aUe hw to effict her purpose* $he aecem^ 
modab^ with board three or foor jwmg 
man ^rbo were wett reooimnended to fafr« . 

Sdwavd's. handaonie person* the digti^ 
ct InawBineffs, hie serious and even pasi-i 
Mre mi ind bet iteiy peike dq>ortment^ 
sH^iOKmivHd to make him uncommos^ 
interesting to the yonngest of her dauglu 
tsi^ At a ball given soon after his urri* 
vd^ thia. young lady aeetacd to daiin hit 
ptetiolilar atli^tkiDs ; for* as they were in^ 
OMrtea in.tlie same house* and she was! 
widkmt a partner* he danced with her. 

'ffaia was sufficient to produce some: 
bantaring* and sotee little chitchat with 
the goMtps of the phMH^ until* by d^tes* 
it mad(^ him 'her declared lover. 

Aflfsoon aa£dward difetevered thehet, 



«fticli:trtis not tJwcaie iinlSI it tMsknbuiit 
hp Ate "vhale household, he acted witball 
the dxiakuj and propmfy he wit npabfo 
o£; not suddenly withdrawing his atieiii 
ticHKi, but endeavtMirhtg ip^p^reeptibl jr ta 
gh^ tfcem a character eif m^re fHendshiiii 
in a way that coald not be iXHs1iakeii« Hi 
even wodt further, and om finding ber 
aloiie one afternoon at her instrument^ he 
intimated^ what indeed she had beard, bak 
was willing to belie^^e w^a not true*'-4baft 
his afi^tions were engaged in ForedeH^ 

It wa» also a fslct, that Harriet AUbb^ 
who had come to pass the winter in Wib 
Uamslmrg, «nd who was the heiress cf a 
lajipge estate in Prince George^ bad af^aiit 
ud agaia dedared herself more pkaaed 
with Edward Grayson than with dnyr 
ypuDg man she had seen, in the old akj/ti 
The hairdresser who attended Edwaid 
(forat that time every student of William 
and Mary had his bttidre$sm^)» had a wife 
at the bouse where Misa AUen was stayf, 
ing» and her maid eodimunioattod these 
einl arid eommendatoryipeecheato^Cfakir* 



il 
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tile barber's wife» who transmitted tbem to 
her husband, who in time entertained 
young customers tdth them, together 
other intelligence of the same characteri 
and ' was particularly forward in making 
Hiem known to him to whom he thought 
tliey would be most acceptable. 
'. JBdward, who had felt nothing but re- 
giiet at the report with Miss Robertson, 
#as . mortified and displeased at this new 
disposal of him, to which these flattering 
speeches of a wealthy heiress quickly gave 
rise« ^ He could never tolerate the idea of 
being. a fortune-hunter; and one cause 
of his fwhearing to press his suit with Ma« 
tili^ had been that he wished to avoid 
tlie imputation of being influenced by her 
fortune. He was . therefore remarkably 
distant and reserved in the intercourse he 
necessarily had 'with this young lady, as 
they often met at the same social dinner, 
and at the evening parties of the city. But 
as he was known to be a reserved young 
man, and was really nothing of a coxcomb, 
this coldness with which he met her ad« 
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vances was iattributed to sheer mod^ty; 
and had the effect of making the young 
lady indicate her preference yet more 
plainly— especially as the flattery and at- 
tentions^ she had been in the habit of re- 
ceiving would not let her suspect that her 
favour could be a matter of indifference to 
any young man. 

But tbe fortune and the forwardness c£ 
(me» no more than the beauty and silent 
attachment of the other, ever made his fi^ 
delity to Matilda waver for a moment; 
nor did he know that any person ever aem 
riously believed those reports, whicfa^when^ 
ever they were mentioned iii the way of 
idle banter, he always promptly and^tly 
contradicted. 

He felt then the pride of consdoiis 
rectitude when he received Matilda's let- 
ter, though he could not but regret that 
such reports should have reached her ears, 
knowing how much a similar rumour 
respecting even Frederick Steener had 
formerly distressed himself. He immedi* 
s\tdy wrote an answer to her letter, ftotia 



whiA it way not h^ tmm to sneks 4h« 
feUomog extraetfiN- 

. ^* I IJiwk you, tkarest M«tiUa,ibrdis* 
cwdilmg tiie idle ttpmrts trfaseh InveTeEU^h*- 
ei yvtar etrs. I tmrote 7011 tliat I *was 
faMLidaiig with a Mrs. Btofaertson, an aiiii»- 
Ue jad|r% in dwayed dccumstanoes^ wIm 
had a daughter about sixteen ; and as ahe 
is jnalljr a pretty, noodest, amiable girl, 
Md itdevolMd on cne aametimes to esocrt 
ter home from the little parties to ittrbich 
yf^ !Wtve both Invited^ it iiraB.enoagh» in a 
IffaiM^e thifi, where nothing loffinmie nnK 
ment oecurs tfasn the concents ^ cftadenti 
loid i^ung ladies, to give rise 4;0 the report 
BtttiLsaDon ias I beard it,and pemived that 
the young lady had also heard it, I lojst no 
timxe in preventii^ the injury wliieh ^ueh 
xlsporta may ptowe to the cfatfaoter •» firos^ 
^ect&of a female ; I sougfatan oppoitunity 
to letherlaibw^ without burting her^ide; 
that I lenteortakied no ssich views; axwl I 
did wbat I hope you will deem pardon^e 
•r4 fwftially made her my confidaat, and 
implurjted tb her the secaet of tty attteh*. 



mtnt She is reidljr ah MniaUe giri ; ismd 
9o &r fimn appearing to ftel fa^nelf riiglit- 
«d» she seecQ^ flattered Iqr this maik of 
jmj tiOnfidenw^ and. to feel a 1ml j wtofwt 
in my fottiinea: sa that I Initt aU.dangttr 
oftke mfiKsfaief Ittoat apprehend is naurat 
;4Si end, and tiie idle reporti yon btfveheaid 
will «0on die away. As to the great beir- 
em. Miss Allen, I have nerer onoe eithar 
walked, danced, or hedn alone with that 
.young lady, and eamiot aecoimt for so 
sitty and rtradge a ramour. It Is 4nie I 
ktt^e aevepal tioaes been in fackr oomptti^, 
and. it 'seeaied to he assomed as a thing tf 
eoutse that I sboitld have ino objection to 
an estate in Fkinoe George, with two.hun* 
di«ed (negroes, nour tiuut I havo lost my 
own ; and that, as A» was plnased to bo- 
stow on me some trifling oonpfiaioiits, i 
ahould be found to. join in the throng of 
^ir.OTsbippi^s at the shrine of Mammon. 
Btft if my heart, my dearest Matilda, had 
not b^n altogether thine^ this young ladjr 
o9uld never have int^vestod it. She is not 
!wiy not Jiiandsome^ bat bsa a eonfidenjoa 



'id her d^portnient towards our sex, andapn 
air of haughty superdliousnass towards her 
own, that are ^xU^emely unpleasing. This 
tale will be forgotten of course when it. 
is . seen that I •puraue the same distant 
course as ever ; diough^ I apprehend the 
young lady will soon put an end to all 
siich reports heiiself, by marrying some one 
of three or four of our^legians who are 
besieging her with their attmti(His. I feel 
very grateful to my friend Frederick for 
liis seasonable: agency^ ajid have, in the 
tetter whidi endosei this, written him that 
I will, one of these days,: do his law busi^ 
ness for nothing. I have applied myself 
so. assiduously to my studies, that habit 
has made them agreeable ; and the thou^t 
of the prize which is to reward my labours 
animates ine to new. exertion, and makes 
a study, otherwise tastele^ enough, at 
once light and pleasant. In the spring, I 
hope to obtain a licence, and then, if I 
do not succeed, it will be the fault of dame 
Nature, who may not have furnished me 
• with the qufd^ifiditidns, and not for want 
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of iny own diligence in study, punctual 
attention to business, and faithful dis*^ 
diarge of my duty. I trust by/the next 
post I shall hear that Frederick is married ; 
but I know not whether I ought much to 
rejoice, as some other must be substituted 
in his place, when he is out of the way, to ^' 
beset you and torture me. I woiider I 
have never had a line from Gildbn since' 
we parted.- He must have been in New- 
York for two or three weeks. I am un- 
easy at his silence. I know his relish for 
pleasure' and society, and sometimes fear 
iJiat the same facility of yielding to its se- 
ductions that has made him forget his pro-' 
mise of writing to me, may make him for- 
get his professions to my sister. If he were 
capable of doing so, he would not deserve 
that she should bestow a thought on him ; 
but I fear she (iould not be brought to see 
the matter in this light.' It seems to me, 
my dear Matilda, as if there could be no 
lasting attachment that is not founded al- 
together on esteem. Let me know whe- 
ther Louisa hears from him ; and watch 

VOL. IIL E 
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oyer the happiness of that tocMimiable, un- 
suspecting girl. You have iny warm^t 
thanks, my beloved Matilda, for your kind 
attentions to my dear mother ; she speaks 
of your services in the strongest terms that 
her grateful heart can inspire, and saya 
that to your prudent counsels she owes her 
life. How much does my heart exult, to 
hear such praises bestowed on you, by one 
whose praise is always so just ! and what 
visions of bliss does it call up, when I 
think that the virtue and excellence which 
are now the theme of every tongue, I may 
one day be able to call my own ! » The 
idea intoxicates me; I can no longer think,- 
I ^stn only feel, and bid you a fond and an* 
abrupt adieu." 

Matilda felt greatly relieved on reeeirw 
ing this letter ; for though touching the 
subject that was nearest to her heart, she 
found nothing in it of whidi she was ne^ 
previously convinced, yet still there- *wa» 
a pleasure in having the assurances of her 
lover's fidelity under his oWn hand', esh 
pecially when it was so seasoned/ witli the 
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fifaed^ commendations of herself. Tb^e 
irere hawerer some passages in the letter^ 
with which she was not entirely p^sed, 
and, according, to her practice, she began 
her answer when her impressions were 
fresh and lively. It was as i<^ows:-r 



JEhnSj Novefnber 1796. 
. ^* I WHS sure my esteemed and 
valued friend would confirm the opinion 
which my knowledge of his cb^iracter had 
induced me to form, by telling me that 
the «illy reports J meationed ikrere false. 
The young lady must now be convinced^ 
Uiat the hopes, if she. ever entertained 
axky, are unfounded, and nobody will long 
believe the idle tale; yet I cannot but 
tlunlc it unfortunate that you should 
have established yourself in a boarding- 
house, where the attentions which mere 
ci^Uty. would exact from you towau-d^ 
the young lady would be some interrupt 
tiw to your sUi4i^ besides exposing .you 
to such ridiculous reports; but I suppose^ 

£ 2 
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you do not wish to hurt their feelings by 
quitting them just at this time. I aca 
not sure you did right in making her 
your confidant. It is a delicate office be* 
tween a gay cavalier and so pretty^ mo- 
dest, and amiable a young lady; for if 
you are sure it is not dangerous to your- 
self, are you sure it may^not be so to her? 
There is something very soothing, I ad- 
mit, in her sympathy ; but really I doubt 
whether both you and she would not be 
as well without it. — As for that haughty 
miss, who is content to receive the homage 
to her wealth which her charms catmot 
command, I think you are in no sort of 
danger; though I think she has given 
proof of her having the recommendation 
of a good taste, as. well as a fine fortune. 
— ^Your excellent mamma is now quite re- 
covered, thanks to the skill of doctor 
Blodget, to whom, under Heaven, the^' 
credit is due, though she would generous- 
ly give a large share of it to me,. who, are- 
entitled to no more than the horse, which * 
brought him. She not only looks better^ 
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than before, but I thihk is in better spi- 
rits, ^spedaHy since she saw worthy Mr. 
-Trueheart, who, besides making a favour- 
able report on the state of her afiairs, 
told her some handsome things of you. 
You see of how much importance is your 
success.— 'Louisa has received a very long 
letter from Mr. Gildon, which will be 
'food for her meditations until she receives 
another. ; She is, however, very melan- 
choly, in spite of his protestations and as- 
surances, aiid I ami half angry, half alarm- 
ed, to see her so wanting in firmness. If 
any thing should hajppen to' prevent bis 
* return, I dread the consequences. Do 
yoii know, I sometimes have ray fears; 
Heaven forbid there should be any foun- 
dation for them ! I always thought your 
friend wanted stability of character^ and 
to say the truth, I never had any great 
likinjg to ' habitual jokers. EQs conduct 
1ms been a little amlnguous of late, and * 
his letters have a laboured elegance, that 
shews the heart has little to do in dicta- 
' tiiig them r but I check these fears when 
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I recollect thartf he is ^our friend. Fanri^ 
Buckley mentioned the other day, in 
mamma's presence, Mr. Tmefaeartfs re- 
port of you, and I watched her counte- 
nance, but she said nothing, and I wHb 
not able to discover wl^ther ^be was ^ea- 
sed or otherwise. Is not this a symptom 
that she is relenting ? My father exidted, 
imd said he always predicted you would 
he a credit to the county. So yoii see 
here is another reason why you should be' 
diligent in your studies, and not suflfiar 
yourself to be drawn aside by * pretty, 
modest, and amiable young ladies.* Oh, 
Edward, I often laugh, to keep loiyself 
from weeping. Let us hope for the best. 
Farewell, and remember your own 

^ Matilda.*^ 



When Edward read this letter, it ap- 
peared to him, for the first time, that hb 
haid been injudicious in selecting his lodg- 
ings, and that he ought certainly to difflige 
tfan^m ; and the ratiier as the sinoeptihie 



^pd with whom he Uved, whose partiality 
for Edward was mainly founded on h^ 
4|diniration of his manly character and 
doble dig^ty of manners, was so &r from 
being diseoumged by the secret he had 
confided to her» that she felt herself flat- 
tered and honoured by the distinction. 
Without making any calculations about 
4;he future, i^e yielded herself up to the 
pleasure of bdng in his company, and <>f 
conversing with him for the little time 
that he could remain with the family. 
Hppdng fi>r nothing more, she sought, 
and scarcely wished for greater happiness, 
tfaMigh to Edward the subject bad been 
for some time a cause of serious uneasi- 
ness. 

During ^then a short interval, in which 
the professm* of law was attending the 
meeting of the general court in Novem- 
jber, he: went to Easton ; and on his re- 
,tmn he -determined to lodge in the col- 
lege, and to cat at a boarding-house hard 
by, alleging that he wished (as was the 
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case) to have a readier access to the col* 
lege library. 

Mrs. Robertson, though not remarkable 
for her penetration, knew of her daugh- 
ter's partiality for Edward, and took it 
for granted that it met with encourage* 
ment, or was one of those growing inti- 
macies which, at that place, one or two 
winters are very apt to mature into mar- 
riage. Feeling great personal respect for 
Edward, on account of his good breeding, 
•his family, and his misfortunes, she already 
began to regard him as a son-in-law, and 
was greatly surprised at this intimation.—- 
'* I am afraid something has happened, 
Mr. Grayson." 

^' Nothing, madam, I assure you ; on 
the contrary, I feel myself greatly obliged 
by the kind reception I have ever met with 
in your house.*" 

At this moment her daughter entering 
the room, Mrs. Robertson saiH — '* Nancy, 
did you know Mr. Grayson was going to 
leave us?'* 

Nancy, taken thus by surprise, turned 
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pale with alarm, and could with difficulty 
articulate — " No, madam, I did not know 

it- 

" He is going to board in* college/' 
This afforded the poor girl great relief, 
as she had at first supposed he meant to 
quit Williamsburg. Recovering herself, 
she forced a smile, and said — " I am sorry 
we cannot accommodate Mr, Grayson to 
his taste." 

• He then repeated the reasons he had 
given before, on hearing which she felt 
greatly consoled. The good lady express- 
ed a wish to see him often, and invited 
him to come and drink tea with them, 
whenever he was not more agreeably en- 
gaged. He endeavoured to excuse him- 
self^ alleging that his present course of 
study would allow him little leisure, but 
that there was no hoqse in Williamsburg 
he should take more pleasure in visiting. 

Both the mother and daughter appear- 
ed to be greatly gratified at this remark, 
and they all parted very good friends. 

E 3 
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He procured of the cdUege itewarda 
bed^ with other necessary chamber fmm- 
ture ; and by the assistance of old Lemoii» 
one of the slaves then belonging to the 
college, and whose oyster suppers ar^ fVesh 
in the recollection of numbers now living, 
,he was soon rendered comfortable. He 
boarded at a house in the neighbourhoods 
Where indeed he missed the nice muffins 
of Mrs. Robertson in the morning/ her 
soup atid stews at dinner, and crisp bis- 
cuits in thd evening; but, on the other 
hand, his studies experienced no int^rup- 
tipn. He could come and go when he 
pleased, and he knew it would gratify 
Matilda, who, it was clear, had thought 
he had been a little too warm in his praises 
of Miss Robertson. 

Among the young men who boarded 
at the same house wais Richard Mawly^ 
who had formed a great intimacy with 
Gildon. They were both wits*— both epi- 
cures — both had rather lax notions on 
some points of morality. They were> 
in short, both men of pleasure j but Maw- 
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ly'6 6oe was as faai^h and disagreeable as 
Gildon's was handsome; and he had» 
jUQreover, gijeat perverseness and obsti- 
iiacy of temper. He had taken an early 
disUke to Edward, whom he called a mo- 
ral prig; and as every man instinctively 
&ids out his friends and enemies, Edward 
soon perceived his ill will, and returned it 
with undisguised scorn. 

In this state of feeling nothing was 
wanting but an occasion to bring these 
youths to an open rupture. Gildon had 
written to Mawly two or three times 
ainoe he had reached New- York, and as 
the latter was apprized of Gildon's attach- 
ment to Louisa Grayson, and of his fa- 
ther's c^f^sition, he never lost an oppor- 
tunity of communicating to his com-, 
panions every thing which made it pro- 
bable that the match would be broken 
off; nor did he fiiil to hint at the dis^. 
agreeaUe qualities of Edward ; as he called 
them, and dwelt at length on the ap- 
proaching down&U of the family. 

In Gildon's last letter there were some 
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expressions which seemed to warrant the 
inference that he was coquetting, if nothing 
more, with Miss De Peyster ; and oh the 
strength of this, Mawly took ocea^oh 
to mention at the dinner-table his belief 
that Gildon would, after all, be married to 
his old sweetheart. Edward saw the ma- 
lice of the remark, and was at first disposed 
to resent what he considered an aspersion 
of an absent friend; but as Gildon was 
t>ot actually engaged to his sister, he did 
not feel himself warranted in gcung that 
length, especially as the silence of Gildon 
had created some painful suspicions of his 
good faith. His first impulse was to east 
a look of disdain towards ,Mawly, and the 
next to look away. The poisoned shaft, 
however, bit the point it was aimed at. 
Edward, after making allowances for the 
malignity of Mawly, thought he would 
hardly have ventured to go so far without 
some real ground ; and in his next letter 
to Matilda, he mentioned the report, and 
his feelings on the occasion, but cautioned 
her about repeating it at Beach wood. . 
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'Let US now r^arn to the gentle, but 
imprudent Louisa. Every Saturday she 
looked with anxiety for a letter from her 
lover ; and though she was sometimes dis- 
appointed, yet the following week brought 
an apology for the omission, so studded 
with prdessions of love, and with ecstatic 
praises of his mistress, that her forgive- 
ness was readily obtained. These omis- 
sions had been of more frequent recur- 
rence of late, but still the following post 
had continued to bring the explanation. 
From the time that Primus was set off to 
Battletown till his return, she thought of 
nothing but the letter she expected. She 
was generally stationed at the window a 
half-hour before his arrival; and some- 
tinies, when she was not noticed, or no- 
ticed only; by her mother, she would walk 
up the lane leading to the house to meet 
him. She had done so one evening about 
this time, and having asked Primus for 
the letters and papers, and eagerly run 
over them, she found several for her mo- 
ther, but not one for herself. 
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** Are these all, Primus ?** said she in 
a faint voice. 

" Ye8» Mi9s Louisa, there's alL" 

'' Liook in your podbets,** said. she. 

^' There was five, Miss Louisa," replied 
Primus. 

She found the number right 
Perhaps he has not sent mine ?" 
Lord, Miss Louisa! Mr. Taylor al* 
ways sends your letters ; and the young 
man who keeps the office saj^r— ' Here's 
one for your young mistress ;' and some- 
times -i-r< Here's one from New-York;' 
but when I asked him if there was one fin: 
you, he looked again, and said — * No, I 
reckon the gentleman does not write, be* 
cause he is coming himself." 

Louisa felt mortified amid her disap* 
pointment that she had discovered so 
much anxiety as to expose her feelings to 
Uiis servant, who it was clear, as well sa 
the postmaster, seemed to be well ac^ 
quainted with the relation in which she 
stood to .Giklon. She walked on, much 
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depri^sed, and delivered the' letters to her 
mother. 

They ^ere all on business, biit one of 
them was from Trueheart. Mrs. Gray- 
son, after redding this letter, handed it to 
her daughter, saying — ** Though ^is 
worthy tnan is sufficiently occupied with 
his own and other peopWs business to dis- 
tract a weaker head, yet he gives more 
faU dhd satisfactory answers to my inqui- 
ties than some who have nothing else to 
do. It was but last week that I wrote 
him the long letter to which this is a 
reply. A^ friend in need is a friend in- 
deed. How should we get along without 
this capable and kind adviser ?" 

Louisa, engrossed by h» disappoint- 
m^it, heeded not what her mother said ; 
and mechanically taking t;he letter, and 
holding it in her hand, her eyes ran over 
the lines, without comprehending any 
thing of their meaning. 

** On what credit does he think the 
poor negroes should be sold ?" said Mr& 
Grayson. 
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•* Madam !— Yes." 

^* They will sell so much lower for casb. 
.What length of credit does he recom- 
mend?" 

** I do not see it, madam/' said Louisa, 
recalled to herself; and after reading nearly 
half the letter, for the first time she found 
tliat he mentioned a credit of one or two 
years. 

" Is any thing the matter, Louisa ? you 
seem very abstracted. Have you received 
any intelligence ?^ 

" No, madam." 

" Are you sdre ?" said her mother. 

" There came for me no letter, mamma ; 
at least Primus brought me none." 

" You expected one, I presume ?" 

" I' thought it was probable I should 
receive one." 

Her mother now perceived the cause of 
her anxiety, and without seeming to no- 
tice the circumstance at the time, she en- 
deavoured to inculcate the necessity of 
fortitude and patience under misfortune; 
and above all she determined to engage 
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•her; da*ughter*s mind busily in doHiestic 
:oaaipatic»)$» until she should regain that 
^portion of tranquillity she had recently 
:)X)6sessed. 

' When another week had slipped around. 
Primus was again sent off as before, and 
Ijouisa's anxiety was now so increased, 
that she trembled when she asked him 
for the letter. The arch boy said—" There"^ 
a letter for. you now. Miss Louisa.'* 

She looked over the. parcel in his hand, 
and immediately recognising the well* 
known hand, she seized it, and hastily 
pressed it to her lips before she broke the 
se^L But it was not that healing balm 
her devoted heart craved, and so fondly 
expected. After a long detail of the vari- 
ous interruptions which had prevented 
him from writing in time for the post on 
the last week, and the week before, and 
the most vehement declarations of the 
strength of his passion, he said-r-'* I have 
beeai endeavouring to make arrangements 
to be with you by Christmas, as I expect* 
ed ; for. believe . nie, my most adorable 
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Ij^mm, nothing ibut neoesBity amid 
trol the impatience of my^iieart to be anw 
tnore with you ; bat dreomstances, wfaieh 
it would be tedious to unfold, will mot 
£Bafale .me to set out till some time in the 
iBipnng, by which time I shall return to 
JPToderick, on the wings of love ; and hope 
thai to be able to call you mine wix>Uy 
aad for ever. I shall know little peace of 
mind till then» and nothing but this sweet 
Jbope eould aapport me under the cruel 
fkiyation. I have now not a shadow ci 
^x|iectation that any tldng can sioften the 
oiMluraey of my fiither ; but while he does 
all in bis power to make me miserably I 
do^not see that I am obliged to unite with 
-hitli to the same end. I dhall thwefore 
^1 myself jtistified in seeking my hap|4^ 
Tress m the only way in* which it can be 
attaiited/which is in the possession of 4he 
fairest and sweetest of nature^s works. 
Assist me, adored Louisa, to beguile this 
<t8dious interval of its weariness ;" with a 
.fpodideal more of the same stamp. 
^Bboughiier joy at getting 4i lettan: iias 



/ 



TALLET OF BHENANBOAH. 91 

^jreBdjr damped 1^ learning that her lover 
4iad postponed his return, yet she was so 
"Sdotfaed by his tender assurances, and had 
so mueh confidence in his affection, that 
ahe believed his protracted absence to be 
<neQelss8iy, and lamented it only as an un- 
avoidable misfortune. 

The secret anxiety which had been 
inreying on the mind of this lovely girl^ 
Jiad now visibly affected her appearance. 
H^ colour had nearly left her cheek, heir 
tayes were hdilow, and the whole of her 
aar and manner was languid end drooping, 
ao an to be noticed by all the servants, 
jeven by Granny Moll, who, attributing 
itfae change partly^to regret for the absence 
o£ h» lover, and partly to the prospect of 
feavlng the family seat of her ancestors, 
^undeavouxed to dieer i»r with such ail- 
ments of consolation as occurred to hw. 
ittie woiild banter her about pining so 
rmttdi befibre marriage ; and asked her how 
die would do when she had a husband, 
if be wrat to . the wars, as her father hiyd 
4one9 or to fiireign CDunteies, or evien 
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-away to Kentuck or New- York, and be 
gone five or six months. , She endeavdur- 
ed ' tab to find some consolation for'' the 
loss of the estate ; but this was a sore sub- 
j^t to the old woman herself, as well as 
to all the servants, and she made but a 
lame hand as a comforter; she however 
told Louisa she had no doubt that her 
ryoung mistress and that pretty young 
.man would ride in their coach^ as his fa- 
ther, they said, was very rich ; and thus 
she touched on a string of all others leaist 
Jikely to give a cheering or soothing 
sound. — ** As for mistress," said she, " poor 
soul, since master's death, a little would 
do for her ; and master Edward was bom 
to be a great man, and would make his 
fortune by the law, as old lawyer Scrip, 
and Mr. Trueheart," and many others 
whom she. enumerated. 

The old woman's cabin had indeed al- 
ways been a favourite place of resort to 
. Louisa ; and she had found it more grate- 
ful than ever, since Granny Moll invari^ 
.aUy introduced the subject that her know- 
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ledge of her sex taught. her was the 
most acceptable topic on which she could 
speak. . ^ 

** And do you really think so highly of 
hin)» Granny ?" would she sometimes ask^ 
well knowing what the answer would be^ 
but neyer tired of hearing it. ^ 

After receiving the letter, which she 
shewed to her mother, who was unwilling 
to disclose the apprehensions it suggested, 
Louisa was desirous of paying her pro^ 
mised visit to Matilda, and of shewing, 
her the letter. 



CHAPTER IV. 



The next day old Phill was directed to 
get the carriage to go to the Elms, a visit 
which he would gladly, have declined, as 
the servants were now aware that th^,' 
with the rest of the property, were soon to 
be sold, and they felt the mortifying re^ 
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veese the nH>re severely, when they ynm 
compelled to witness the new^hom wealth 
of their ostentatious neighbours, where 
pride of purse was felt as moch, and shewn 
aa plainly, . by the servants, as by time 
haughty and ambitious mistress. As how- 
ever he was to make a drive, peihapa 
for the last time, he determined to put his 
best foot foremost; and little B^i and 
himself were empbyed the evening before 
in cleaning the harness, scrubbing the car^ 
riage, and giving to every thing the most 
glossy and polished appearance. He felt 
keenly for the honour of the family, now 
about to be shorn of its beams ; for he had 
all his life been accustomed to pride him- 
self on its consequence, and make a boast 
of its wealth top, when his master was as 
superior to his neighbours in fortune as in 
dignity and standing. 

So tediously minute was he. in his pre^ 
paratkana,. that it was past eleven before 
they set off. It. was however a good dayt. 
not a cbud intercepted the soft and gmte*^' 
ful wMtndi of the autumnal sun. The 



rioli: foHage wfaifdL had lately paintted tfae 
fnouivlMi forest :willi'aU the brighter hmes 
had now^ di»ppeared^ and the few leares 
iivdikh were yet to be seeiir were dried «nd 
staiggling, exeept those that were to be 
seen on- a few scattered pines. The trees? 
t^BOg the river, lately impervious to the 
sun; were stripped of their leaves^ which 
now fbnned a soft bed for the horses* feet^ 
and occasioned a rastling sound as the car- 
riage drove over them. 

The whole of the road, whi^h she h^ 
not travelled before since her return, re^ 
noinded her of her lover, and of the laptti-' 
rous delight wi(?h which she had listi^ied 
to Ms '* flattering tale." Not a tur n^ of the 
way> a remarkable tree, a bend in tiife river; 
or view of the distant mountmns, but 
brought to her recollection some of those 
fond scenes, which, after they are passed^ 
AiSgr so widely from the common oon-^ 
cems of life, and are so bedecked with the 
brightest Imes of the imagination, as to 
have at once the strangeness of a^ difeam. 
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and yet greater freshness in the memdrj^ 
than belongs to our waking perceptions. - 

Her thoughts then wandered still fur- 
ther back, and she remembered a yet ear^ 
lier peiiod of time, when, in the careless: 
gaiety of childhood, she rambled along this, 
road with her brother, to meet Matilda, cr 
to accompany her part of the way home,' 
sometimes on foot and sometimes on horse*: 
back, when her mind was free from care 
or disguise, her heart filled with benevo- 
lence and affection, and she was innocent 
and happy. Her present wretchedness 
then appeared the greater by the force of 
contrast; and such she thought are the 
wretched consequences of imprudent love, 
of disingenuous concealment, and disobe- 
dience to the best of parents. 

Matilda had been expecting her friend,' 
and had walked up the avenue to meet 
her, and to enjoy the fine day. Louisa 
alighted from the carriage when they met, 
and the two friends walked together 'arm 
in arm towards the house. 

Mrs. Fawkner's fears of an alliance with 
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the GraysoQS bad been much moderated 
by Edward's absence ; and finding that her 
daughter's firmness was not to be shaken^ 
and that her plan with Frederick Steener 
5vas in a fair way of being frustrated, she 
bad not objected to an interioourse with 
tlie families ; and began to think, that if 
Edward should realize the predictions of 
his friends, though he might not be a fit 
match for Matilda, as he wanted what she 
deemed most essential, yet he might bei 
tolerated, rather than an only daughter 
should be consigned to an unprotected ce- 
libacy. She therefore received Louisa with 
more cordiality than she had |^ewn for 
some time before; and indeed her wan 
and pallid countenance was calculated to 
soften a yet more unfeeling heart than 
Mrs. Fawkner's. She imputed Louisa's 
evident dejection of spirits to the impend- 
ing sale of the estate, and endeavoured, 
with more of compassion than of delicacy, 
to say something consoling— as, that we 
weret all liable to changes, that Fortune's, 

VOL. HI. F 



wfied tnight Mon take another tunii mi 
tiiaft'ske heafA Bai%aD?isay^ thart if wiae 
«if^ihe claims belonging to the estate iv^ 
properly mtHiaged, 4iiey M^ould produce 
something )iaiid«oiiie to tiie femMy^after 
all, though (she added irafmediately afto^ 
wards) it might lie that Barfoawl only waiA- 
ed to get imnself into business. 

Jjouisa"^ -depwssion vrsA too deep to be 
Cached by the -consolations or adroomtioni^ 
6f her m4io oised them. They were re- 
cewed i« «itence. Mggor Fawkner was 
really pleased to see her, awd he had seve- 
ral timers of late venrtured to hint to his 
partner, that Matilda's mifortimate attad)* 
ment seemed incurable,^ that it had already 
seemed to have an efffeet tm her health 
and spirits^ and that if Edward sfaoidd 
succeed tit the bar, as seemed not -unrea- 
sonable, he would be able to take tjare of 
the estate, if not improve it. He ev€!r 
went farther, and supposed the no ^r y 
improbable case (consideiwg the dharaeter 
of "Chdr daughter),^ her dying unmarried 
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994 (^1)41!^% a»4 9^ tb«ir ^te gtoteg^ to 
. -Thi* i4p* *I»e ,good My eaaW «ot fiwr a 

4a was ei?^ in jbjdtter bj$!rfl^5 an4i$6id that 
.€ike }iad :9e^^irip l^eotpeithto^^ng' them* 
%^ye&,away, hmt Jb^ing prsyefttejl from do- 
ing so by their more pm^ientrp^nt£t»4atke 
^ ^ giM)d dttd at &nt, mid in adEe«r. years 
b)^$s tbeir jM^ps, and Uie Qpnsiid»ate cap- 
tion ef tb^ friends for th^ advaotoges of 
9 moi» suitable: nMtch. If lindeed, .^ 
a^dedf Edward, ^Uld become a great 
lawyer, th^e would not be so mpc^i c^jec^ 
tioQ to him, but ^sbe pever " i-QeJ^on^ ih» 
cbiok^ii^ before tiiey were hatched " Aa 
to FrederiQk^ if he thr^w himself away 
i;^n such ^ ,trasb" (oqe of her favo^ritle^ 
lenaps of ^cQpten){tt) as the TidhaH^ he not 
o&ly should ilei^r JUDherit a p(E»oy t>f ; her 
^^ey^i^v^if sbe>.faadto.give it t^ite!^r, 
but s|^ld\fiever'aee foot in ;h^ doors 
again^ 
' After. aitling. about half 'mi:;)|our. with 

F 2 
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the old people, Liouisa asked Matilda to 
take a walk with her in the garden. The 
spot where Gildon had first made his de- 
claration of love was viewed by her with 
the liveliest emoticm. She then shewed 
her friend his last letter, and asked her 
candid opinion on the reasons he gi(ve for 
delaying his return. 

Matilda read over the letter again and 
again, and it was now too plain to her, 
that from some motive of ambition, or 
from the influence of his father, or perhaps 
the mere love of change, he was paving 
the way to break off the connexion alto* 
gether ; but she had not the heart to com^ 
municate her opinion. She however told 
Louisa, that as her lover's return had been 
thus unexpectedly prevented, it might, 
from the same or a similar cause, be stilt 
further delayed, and advised her to pie- 
pare herself for the worst. — " Follow my 
example, my dear Louisa," said she ; *^. I 
believe I am as devoted in affection as^ it 
IS in the ppwer of you or any other wo- 
man to be ; and yet I am always acting 
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and preparing my mind as if your brother 
9nd I were never agdin to meet. I never 
can consent to be his but on terms which 
will subject neither of us to repentance, or 
the reproaches of the other ; and if the dif- 
ficulties' that now present themselves to 
our union can be removed^ our bliss will 
of course be so much the greater. We 
shall enjoy our haven of rest the more for 
the tempests we have encountered in reach- 
ing if* 

•* Oh, Matilda, what you say is perfect- 
ly reasonable and proper,'* cried Louisa^ 
*' but it is beyond my feeble powers. I 
can admire your fortitude, but cannot imi- 
tate it There is the same difierence be^ 
tween us, as between this convolvulus 
that witha^ at the first approach of frost» 
and yonder perpetual rose that defies its 
utmost rigour. I am a poor weak mortal, 
enable to struggle with those sorrows 
V(^faich I fear fate has in store for me. Oh^ 
my dear Matilda, tell me that they do not 
awttit . me, rather than vaiqly attempt to 
feach me how to bear them. Can he Jb^ 
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inconfstaAt ? is tbii tlte latigUdge «f tlk^ 
heart? DbfeS h6 wHte gson^^tio^K l^otJt- 
fng out his whole s6ul? I ioffiettnfes* 
tMiik hfe does riot exprfess Mms^If as 1^6' 
used to do ; and the^n agairf I tb^k tffjr' 
feart have misled me. Tell me, MaF^^^i^ 
yon whWse perceptions, always cfeat;' are' 
not blinded by the same passions ^frtiiidy 
agitate me, tell me \(rhat you think ? — ^I 
see you hesitate; You tWnk Y&th false.— 
Oh God ! look down upon a miserable sin- 
ner, pity and foirgite her errors, and re- 
ceive her in^to thy meroiftil bo»oitt, ere this 
cruel 8uspld6fi be coftfir toed !-*-But no, it' 
cannot lie-^ybu are prejudiced, Matilda; 
I think yotf ftever appfe^^iatted 6Hd^' 
justly ; you judged of hJin by my brOtfiW,- 
without condtdering the dififer^t' di^pifl^ 
tibns of ben ; yon intioiai^d toiuie be; ^kas^ 
skflsh-^I could give you the fetrtjftg*€* 
^rbdf^ of his genei^^ity, and 6h^ty, ^ttti 
bi^nbficence; but which is' the part ffbieh 
makes ytfu distrust him ?'* 

*• My dear LouiSa,'? Said Meltilda, Strivitig^ 
to a{)pear calm, ** moderate y©iir f*Ubglji 
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and ^U in the- aid of the good sense you 
pQSsesa Do not magnify evils unnecessa- 
rify-^o not add to the distress of your 
eaceellent moUiery who ba& already had her 
full share of trouble, and who affords you 
a bright example of heavenly patience, 
under trials with which yours cannot be 
compared. I have no particular reason to 
distrust Gildon's fidelity more than your- 
self ; and if a. doubt has arisen, it is mere- 
ly a sudden suspicion, and you may be 
rigbt and I wrong ; all I wish to inculcate 
is, that it is our duty» in difficult situa- 
tions, to prepare for the worst ; and if your 
lover should ** 

*^ Oh, do not name it," said Louisa, in- 
terrupting her ; '' the thought is insup- 
portable ; the misfortune would be greater 
than you are aware of." Here she paused, 
hesitating whether she should proceed or 
iKit ; and Matilda, waiting an explanation 
of her mysterious expressions—" But," she 
added, " I could not survive it" 

'^ My dear Louisa, it pains me to see 
you possessed of so little fortitude ; I sin- 
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cerely hope you may have no greater oc- 
casion for it than yoti have had. But one 
can hardly expect to pass through life 
without great trials; and upon our own 
account, as well as for the sake of those 
whose happiness is dear to us, we should 
learn the severe duty of resignation. Mis- 
fortune is, indeed, the only effectual in- 
structress ; but I believe we may so pre- 
pare our minds, as to lessen the severity of 
her discipline * 

" What then would you have me do ?** 
said Louisa in. a tone of complaint. 

•* I would have you,*' replied the other, 
** contemplate the worst that can happen, 
and determine' on a course of conduct 
which you will steadfastly pursue. I would 
have you prepare, in any contingency 
which can befall you, to do your duty to 
your best of parents and to yourself. I 
would have you to remember, that if your 
lover is capable of deserting you, it must 
be either that he never loved you, or that; 
he sacrifices his love at the shrine of ava^ 
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lice and amtntion^-^in either of wbicH 
tsses he deserves not your regard.** 

^* Ob> Matilda; you talk like one who 
liad learnt love only out pf books. Can 
you erase from the heart the image which 
is engraven on it ? Can you at your will 
and pleasure banish from your mind all 
the recollectioi)s of the past» all the fond 
iiopes of the future, which have occupied 
your thoughts by day and by night, for 
weeks and months? Can you possibly 
loathe and despise what you lately loved 
and admired ? Can you pluck from th6 
heart that which gave it life and motion ? 
You can do it only by plucking away life 
itself. To tell me not to love Gildon, is 
to tell me not to live ; and to tell me that 
he does not love me, is yet more cruel." 

« Far be itfrom me," said Matilda, " to 
suggest such a thing. I never doubted 
that he did love you passionately ; and if 
he did, so much do I agree with you on 
the force of the passion, that I must be- 
lieve he lOves you still. But I was mere- 

F8 
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Ijr '»gu^ tiiit 4ite lore'iiiiglit lie ovwi- 
powered by otimr teinptatiom, or % j ti» 
{Yiflb^ce'of his friends t and giihting 
diese su]^posiili9itisi to be BxtreineLjr.iiii^rah 
bable; as I;»dmit Ibeih to beti^ I wnmen^ 
ly ^considering^ fcow you ought tot ne^ if 
they were to prove well fed nded, withrottt 
tneimiDg to express tin opniton on tbeir 
|>r6bability^ But sinee you thii>k your- 
self iricapabte :of sup^ojrdr^ €uch a trials 
in "which however youLd^.y^ilrself inju$* 
ticev and nioreov^ dof not (Suppose it pos^- 
^Me^ I see not why you Sshould b$ sd mbch 
distressed at the letter^ It is compara^- 
tlifely of Httle important whether Gildon 
ooniea in December or AprfL" 

Louisa looked, dtstf^ssed and emlm^^ 
rassed;-i-*' Yes, but I, dreaded If hat migbt 
iHt^EYene. I did aot kh.^ivr— — ** and 
with a viofence of emcftion . she. eoiul^ not 
eohtrol, and whieb alarmed Mdtild4, she 
buist into a flood of tears, and said-^*^ jO^ 
MbtHda, I am ruined in my Own e^tinif^ 
tioD, let what will b^pf^^n! I ans a losj^ 
being— ^I am unwor^y of your friendship.** 



^ 
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Matilda listened with amazement and 
feared ^ 4rst ber fnand'a intellecta ware 
diaordered ; but after sobbing and weep, 
ing jplentifuUy;, she, with much faesitati<vi 
and embaixassment^ intioiated the ^tppre^ 
bended consenjuenaes. Her cuJpahle 
weakness, and her contrition and suffer* 
iqgs^ seemed so aeute^ that Matilda, adOter 
the first shock was o^er, used her best en- 
deavour to calm her troubled spirits^ apd 
to offer the best consolations that, sympar 

thizing,£r|eQd$hip could suggests 

While this lovely young creatui^ like 
a 4;ender flower nipped by a too early frost, 
was pim^g under the heart sickness of dis- 
appointed hope, her mother was meekj^ 
bowi|)g to the will of Hes^ven^i^ and en- 
deavouring to wpport herselCagainsJt some 
pf its heaviest dispensations. The even* 
ing before the sale, Mr. Trueheart arrived 
at Be^chwood, in company with a man of 
i;enteelappearance,apparently about thirty. 
He was xo^t by old Fhill, with a sorrowful 
face« as he passed near the stable, where 
the ancient domestic had been brushing up 
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the carriage, to make it shew to the best 
advantage, for the credit both of the house 
and its coachman. — ^* My daughter Fiil« 
ty,** sidd he, " wants to know of you, ^ir, 
if she's to be sold- — as, if she is, the gen- 
tleman who owns her husband will buy 
her/' 

*• I cannot tell which of the servants 
will be kept yet, old man. Your mi£k 
tress will make out a list of those she moat 
wants, and, if possible, they shall be pur- 
chased for her; but the creditors must 
have their money first. I know she means 
to keep you and your wife ; and the car^^ 
riage and horses will be purchased too, if 
they do not sell too high." 

Before the barrister had fairly entered 
the hou$e, Phill ceased his well-intended 
labours on the carriage and harness.-^ 
•* What a fool I have been," said he to 
himself, " to shew off every thing to the 
best advantage, just to make my poor 
mistress give more for them — and all to 
pay money for which my master neVer 
got the value of a chew of tobacco ! No, 
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they ought to give her up the carriage, 
and horses, and driver, if nothing else; 
and if they don% 111 try that she shan't 
pay much for them.*' 

He then threw the harness into a dirty 
comer of the stable, where the greasy 
blacking that had just been put upon it 
caught up the dust and litter, and made 
it look worse than at first. The carriage 
was drawn to the river, and in returning, 
made to pass through the muddiest places 
he could find. The horses were slightly 
fed over night, and kept without water, 
to give th^m as gaunt an appearance as 
possible, and the currycomb was used as 
a modem beau's confusion brush, to pro- 
duce as much disorder and roughness as 
•possible* 

Triieheart fdund an air of sadness and 
melancholy in the face of every slave he 
ixiet. '^ven the brisk and Hvdy Primus 
partook of the gloom which he saw re- 
flected in the countenances of all. The 
worthy advocate dreaded to meet Mrs. 
Grayson, whose attachment to her ser- 
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vwtof Md ke^i fl^ribUityit were iia ^f^^ 
snarkabA^ m het pati^Me. fiihe bad' Ima 
taking^ her &iK>imte evemiig walk te^t^ 
grave-yard ; and about ten minu^ afte^> 
watdi^ juaC as candles wave * Ugbfted^ ar- 
rifved Mr. Traeheart and his companioa 
She met him widi the same ^we?t 9em 
nily aa everi indeed^ be thought 'Hhm 
IMS even more dbeerfulneflls i»iM» mannsT 
ibm he had seen -smoe her husband's dcnt^b. 
Hie then mtcoduoed Mr. Stokes^ Gr^m 
Georgia. 

Mrs. Grayson rafher wondered at tJeie 
appearanee of a slnnnger at s^«ib a tisott; 
but had no doubt that her ^nd coidd 
give &>me good MascMEi for it He }iowr 
ever soon put an wd to her eopjecturo^ 
by informing her that Mr. Stokes, heaik^ 
of the approaching sale»'<a|id wishing to 
purchase slaves under a good- chajca^fc^ 
had made him an ofl^^, apd tb^ihad «()- 
taally been in itreaty fiir tfaer pijirehasaf <Qf 
1;he greater, part of tl^em* 

.Mis.Gray«>n felf; very wmk selw^ 
hfi this AoSmoiAkmi fer theipau:^ of mp^ 
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Would b^ g^ea%^«dft6lfi9d, ifsfae oduld tii 
8df*e thif>^^ i»(MM ^ sdid- to a gdod iiciastten 
and ftll^' dit Di^Yly all, to Hhe ^aimpevMa:* 

ffidCfer%<^ Mr. titr^Mk» ahd in tbr Strict 
diit»<»^ letter he^fld-biMi^t^ sbrt^to 

ment he might tAdkd, bii^ ^atilii»: as a 
mm^ w^e ahb w^ll Cfiolnto c^^ ^ In the 
c6u¥i»e of the eycning, ^tg toBf ]i/bfL<3tnp' 
Mtti, with « coffMbisQicatiife fiankp^ss liM 
«DedBBB0n^ ill his ntMe, -Chat 'his fatjm* 
hsAitn&Yed fitim King WiUiam cooiity^^ 
in Vi^^nk, to the stafeof Gewgta^ a 
litde btfor^tbe bretkitigieeLtof the revo^ 
futiBivXf itvitfr a few hegro^^ and.a fioQiei- 
roiis:tfiiiD%; tfaiS he hadfisalten up a I6i^ 
i^ttatifity <xf itt&dy : wlileh bid' been ibuwii 
paadidulatfy ad'aptM to ootthD^noiir be- 
tioiding a cosMaadA ^artide of .^ultare in 
OtfOTgiaki-tisBt'lie 'biiBS^ haft, been.vory 
isQGcassfid teof jQDttdiYfdd^nter; -^d^irom 
smidliii^miiBg^'bys fneaifrr^of mfiuktipjr 
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and good management, which his fath^ 
had learnt on the poor sands of King Wil* 
liam, and had practised in a kinder soil 
and climate, be had made a omsiderable 
sum, which he wished tp vest in negroes, 
and thus extend his cotton plantations. 
He stated, that his &ther had been once 

manager for counsellor B , whose only 

daughter colonel Grayson bad married; 
and asked if she w^ the lady. 

Mrs. Grayson replied she was. She re- 
membered Mr. Stokes very well — ^that he 
often brought her peaches, and that. she 
used to go to his house to eat sweet po- 
tatoes with his daughter Polly, of whom 
she then inquired. He told her that his 
sister had married very well; she had 
grown very fat, and was now a widow 
with nine children. He then detailed 
many particulars, that he had heard from 
his father when a child, of the grand style 

«f living of counsellor B , all of which 

had made a lively impression on his youth- 
ful mind ; and from the respect he seem^ 
to feel towards one of his descendants, it 
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seemed not'to have been then entirely e& 
faced. 

^ Mrs. Grayson excused herself for with* 
drawing at an early hour, that she might 
have breakfast over the next day, in time 
to make arrangements for the sale, and to 
receive the attending crowd ; and retired 
to the small building that has- been men- 
tioned before, fitted up for her accommo- 
dation during the few days it would be ne* 
cessary for her to continue at Beachwood. 
It was soon whispered by the house 
servants, who had overheard a part of the 
conversation, to those in the kitchen, who 
reported it to those at the Quarter, that 
thiere was a gentleman at the ** great 
house,'' who meant to buy them all, and 
carry them to Georgia — some said to make 
cotton, but granny Moll said to make in- 
digo ; and to those who had most dreaded 
a separation from one another, the news 
.afforded matter of congratulation ; but to 
others, to be sent out of Virginia, where 
they experienced the abundance that pre*- 
vails on a grain farm^ to a country whete 



114 TAI*LBY OF 8HWMA$U>OAA 

proviaioM not being tsaaedf oif the )diiBtap» 
tion were less liberaliy supplied, appewed 
more like a piBiiishment tban ait aeeom- 
oiodati€»^ ami aawnl^ these was tfe^dd 
gsaitdam who has^be^ti to often' m^^onedL 
La GOBlflBon vnAh Ae other aervatita she 
had larraijred hersdf in soaoetif her be^t at« 
tire.' A dean 'white eafv-bottad with a 
half wem Uaek ribbeiv, ec^ered' h^r grisly 
looks \ und a MrtBipper, of vflnie faomesf^fmj 
nicely starehed and anmed^ coamoeted with 
her wrinldQ4 features dnd wan eomplexion, 
gave her a funereal appearaiiee. She hob- 
bled up to the house, and going to her 
mtstrea&'s chmnber, there stood leamng -on 
a stick, and shaking and panting with 
.&t%ue from the nnusital exertkn. BdU 
was toM toluoid berit eriekctto sit down 
upcm, wh^ she sud<~** I thought I wotdd 
com&np to me my mifstress- fai her trouUes^ 
tlioogfa the old woman ean^ kod a lumd 
td any thmgnoitr* My Radiel tdls Use 
thut yon dre a gcmg to seU/ the peopled to 
^ rich man itew Oeovgia, to make 4nd%cl 
BM letihe. beg and piay ny^^doeff raiateeas 



no^ tK^ mil my Feggy and heii^.diiidietr 
them. They liv^ so tettdv- as they. tell me^ 
m nwking iiM^gsa I remember; my htisk 
band went with his young master tQ the 
Gfabrl^ston rslifcea^ and he told us that the 
Uaqk. peepie worked up td their necks in 
water^-^thiA they have little or no bacdn^ 
and now and then a salt herrings and that 
the overseers are mighty strict. X>o pray, 
my mistress, let thut man keep his naoney, 
ai^ sell them, as tiiey must^ be sold (for 
I'm sure you'd keep them if you eould)i 
to your own country peoj^.. Let them 
make corn — ^let them make wfaeat-^let 
tbc^m make tobacco-^though fi»r the mat^ 
ter ^f that they havenf t. mudi rest on a lo^ 
bacco plantaticm: — but don't send them 
away where we never shall hear of (hem. 
Dfm't $eiid my Peggy." 

I^rs. Grayson hiid much di^culty in 
p^ifsuading the old woman ^hat hist fears 
lytre groundless : tbat in the p£^rt oi Qeor« 
gta in which Mr. Stokes Uvedi they m^9 
Qo. indigo, and pro villous c^ aU k.inds w^re ^ 
%s, plentiful and ehesq^ aa in Virginii 
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that peaches, water melons, and sweet po^ 
tatoes, all favourites with the negroes, 
were better, and more abundant tlnui in 
Virginia. 

The old woman was greatly comforted 
by this representation of her mistress, in 
whose accuracy she. had implicit confi- 
dence ; she however still repeated — " But, 
mistress, let Peggy stay ; sdl her to some* 
body that lives in old Virginia.** 

"Well," said Mrs. Grayson, "it shall 
be as Peggy pleases." 

The fact was, that the old woman had 
Several other children ; but as Peggy was 
the youngest, and had continued longer 
with her before she took to herself a hus- 
band, her heart yearned more strongly to 
her than the rest, contenting herself that 
they would Be well provided for if they 
Were purchased by the gentleman from 
Georgia. Mrs. Grayson then asked the 
old woman if she ' would choose to remain 
where she was, or would go to live with 
her near the Opeccan ? ?is if she would ra- 
ther continue on the spot to which she 
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bad been accustomed, Mr. Trueheart would 
stipulate for it in her behalf with the pur- 
chaser, as well as for her maintenance. 

" Oh no, my mistress," said the old 
woman, " I must go with you. To be 
sure I love this cabin ; I have a fine little 
garden — I have ; drank water out of the 
Poplar, spring there these thirty years, but 
I must live and die with my old master's 
child," wiping her eyes. " They tell me 
it's a wild sort of a place upon the ^Peocah; 
but what should I do for my coffee ? and 
who is to nurse the old woman when she's 
sick ? and who's to bring her wood ? and 
how should I do without my Louisa ? God 
bless my child — she looks mighty thin ; 
when did you hear from her ?" 

** She was tolerably well yesterday, gran- 
ny. I expect her home to*morrow." 

" Yes, I must keep with you, my mis^ 
tress, while I live; and the old woman 
won't trouble you long." 

Her. mistress's susceptible heart was 
greatly affected at this instance of attach- 
ment, though the old woman did not dis- 
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gtttie that ber own penonal oomforts had 
s^iae weight in indudng her choice. Mtb^ 
Graymn then bade Bella go out, and tell 
all the womai to come to her. The or- 
der was piomptly obeyed, and* the sor- 
rowful looks they ^shibited c<»itiaated 
slacongly with the neatness, and ev<e& gwely; 
with which some of them .were attfeed. 
Sheinformed them of Mr. Truehearf s plan 
cf disposii!^ of them to Mr. Stokes, for fflie 
vdEe of keepii^ them tog!etber-*^<!oin«mi. 
nieated what ishe had he^rd of his. charac- 
t^ ^ a good mastac; and ad^ed them to 
make no objection to the sale; a»suDfig 
iknskn, that although it would be an ad- 
vantageous one for the estate, it should 
not be made if it were against their widies. 
She then jQonsulted them otie by one ; the 
greater .part, on the faith of jiepr lecom- 
mendation. were willing to live with Mr. 
Stokes. One said ahe: would i^ther bii^e 
remained in the coi^fitiy in.^iuch sheiwas 
wised, and eontiqae at the sort of work 
she was aecustomed to ; ^t asit might Jbe 
of .advantage <to ^ber, ai4io had heei^u a^ldnd 



nditrea^ and liadi «a?Bd hca* life. wxtH iser 
l«$txbiid» sbe waaUl mrthsr bewld tlian 
not. Three or fdw, :ho wearac^ fersiated in 
sayii^ thatiii^ v^vdd ntkber veraain m 
Vai|pnj% ifiUbec hecwBe lAiegr liad some 
iesDpsetatiDn 4i£ ibeing. jparcAiased by fuuli- 
GiiiatrpeiSDB6.ndbo owiaed Iheir^ hmsbands 
OD ^Mthearis, or because, of 'the omde- 
imd finiis ^ wliioh. thej^ bad x>£ la c»untiy 
tiiey bad nevier '^een, and nfhiek rttuear 
mifitoess'B represent^taiins were not^afale to 
xetaore. 

UJavfiiigi written dowB ihe . oames. of 
these who pi^enred atajwig bibiadi tmd 
tdiii^ tfae obance of a ^good matfer m 
V4rginia» ^rsbber than ti^ aeiiteuaty of a 
gpod fine kk tOnaigjift, she opened atw^rd- 
rabe, ^fieana wbufti. i^ took Aflai^ eoUe^ 
tiiBi of faer old elodihesy n^ost of Aeai not 
part w^Bai»ng^ bat no koger suiting the 
sMifln;B 4re86 she bad . pteacribQd tacfaer^elf 
tbe^fest^ beriliie, Bod distribated them 
anieng 'tiie <rowd) rather regarding the 
dse of i^elr/ ftgailies th»i 4lieir .several 
merits fn-^his.ksC'act^ her bouyity. ^hey 



120 VALLEY O^ SHENANDOAH. 

reoeived the presents with a courtesy, asak 
a — ** Thank you, madam," or—" God bless 
my dear mistress !" or — ^** We shall never 
get such another," or with a simple cour« 
tesy and a silent tear, as gratitude, or af- 
fection, or that flattery which servitude 
naturally engenders, happened to prevail. 
One or two might have. been observed, in 
which there was rather more of discontent 
that their presents were inferior, to thosQ 
of some of the others, than of gratitude 
for what they had received. There was^ 
however, not enough of these unamiable 
characters to afiect the beauty of the moral 
picture of genuine benevolence, active un-* 
der the severest pressure of misfortune on 
the one part, and gratitude and afiection 
taking the place of servile obedience on. 
the other. Caps, handkerchiefs, remnmta 
of muslin, cambric and silk, ribbons, dres- 
ses, stockings, curtains, and counterpivoes,. 
were borne off in triumph ; and the wom^i. 
in their short wrappers and petticqatSA 
without shoes or stockings (except those, 
who belonged to the house), fpr a wbile^ 
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Ibrgot.that th&yvrer^ soon to' change their 
Aomes, their habiti^5 their associated, and 
many of thetti to be exiled even from ifaeir 
country-i- 

Before this distribution was entirely 
over, a few persons had arrived, and in a 
iittle while the crowd gathered thicker and 
faster, until the lower rooms of the bouse, 
and the yard, were quite filled. The 
lime, formed by two high fences leading 
from the road to the house, was lined 
with horses from one end to the other. 
Among the company were a few females, 
dr^wn there jiartly by curiosity, and partly 
by a wish to purchase some article of fur«- 
niture that had been admired and talked 
of by their plain neighbours, or mayhap 
because it had be^n the property of per* 
fions so much beloved and respected* 

About twelve the auction b^n, with 
selling the kitchen utensils, and the coarse 
tools and. implements of husbandry ; from 
thence they prodeeded to the household 
ftirfaiture; ariduwhenMn Traeheart hap^ 
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renin ji-r*^*« Tibtt^U foi: tfe* wyaw;" u^gm 
wlikk th«re wad: o .g^»ara) iinntf^^ii^mM 
in the company to bid further,. itbQiii§b 
soniidfcf th«r nimt rigorous crieditiCH'Si and 
a :?evy ' tew besides^ wkli seme: gnifnUii^ 
totcwee^ th^ own want o£ gp^narofiOlTi 
Viewed thai th^' . were to be ve»tmi^ 
hy tio ciMwiidecatifiiis <^. that kiad. Tbcw 
igfibrts^ however, only had tbe^ eiS^t :o( 
miking* Mr3^ Grayson give. a. little moe 
ibif the^attides.abe wished; 
/ i^lll^^Htttehett was thfce^ and. a|tfaottgb 
l))9i.Wfu^>oautib«iS}of bidding :&r wh0^4.k» 
dH not^ wantr yet he wius res^^enougb 
to ^enttooi^etfae biddings of :Qthers^;and 
he emiesdy« complained of tlie in^tjroe of 
a iqan^ f^^ed^foiv gtAtkg unpaid, itktt imAk: 
mily T0igbt<pOTohaae4urtic)les aihai£fria»^ 
artkelasitjoiathaitjdidniffiit suit their present 
efaMUMsianeea unemarki^gt^'^ That "gmph^ 
akMild |ayi aside their pride. w4a^ theyJiid 
iMti th«irt pfdperty ; luat iiiiat, wlth>dm»it 
piWpl^ ipii^rcMy wnsineDoui^ ibr prodii^dit^l 
and waste." 
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« Jbxijul&t a good deal of .respect and de*. 
Ucacjf loaiifij^ted towardsk tl)e wido)iir of 
thev dfceaac4 oolpnel GUiay'Sdi^ there^ were^ 
sovie banb ^mixieivUr .oo,h]s4|icxvi$id^ta 
iftcUitjf ;iaf b^iog^. eyei^ qoaii'si auirety, a& 
wd^raa on }^ 4^ysio^iow rrtyle ^of Gvmg;^ 
andr a fkvr eoacse; Jests on tbe different ar^ 
kieksof fif rnitiixe, man^ .^f which eipcUed 
tfie woiqidei; md curiosity of the. Tulgfur 
thropg around* They passed ^frooi, rpom^ 
tonram^ sUring and- in%9]iring,ji)to ther 
uses^. and costi and value,rof sudirartidet 
aa were new ta them, and with irreprfssiUe 
curiosity, thrust theviselvet inta tbe^ hed^ 
Tb^dkSy^ where they diligently ,sqanned the 
oainutef^ partfcuhur. 

- The auctioneer was a man of cleverness^ 
and^ dispatcby - and • the most lealu^le arti- ^ 
cks^ bad/been/ disposed of 'bc^ice thvee^ 
The little ipanqeftiyres of > the biddet s^ ti^eie 
atB^Dg , tOr 4bose: diapMedf to laugh at the 
fidblenx^f : tbei^. fdOdw-^n^tlU^Wvhnt some* 
what mortifying to the stid^lefSi fiiri the 
cyjgplt)! of our •mMiiur& Piu^e aelMiness 
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never appears so naked and ui^isgul^ 
as in a great crowd, actuated by some 
common feeling or motive, for it is not 
then restrained by the fear of shame (far 
more potent than conscience) ; bnt one in 
giving indulgence to his feelings is kept 
in -countenance by another. There you 
might have seen them, pushing forward 
and elbowing each other, without the usual 
deference to age or sex, as the stream fol- 
Towed the auctioneer from room to room. 
Their little artifices in undervaluing the 
quality of the article with the bystanders, 
that they might make better bargains^- 
their hostile feelings at the rival bids-*- 
their envy at a lucky purchase — the fib^ 
sence of every thing that indicated a be- 
nevolent or even a social nature — all seenl- 
ed to favour the hypothesis of Hobbesi that 
war is the natural state of man. 

*• An excellent Wilton caipet, ladies,*'^ 
cried Mr. Winkornod,- the auctioneer^ ** as^ 
good as new." . ; -• * 

** It is burnt in several places,-* 'said mjier 
Httle woman, with sharp peering eyes» and 
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looking through a ;pair of speetacles at a 
small scoroh fiom a cinder. 
. '^ This woidd suit your lai^e room, Mrs. 
Williams^"^ said the auctioneen , 

" Oh, sir, I can't buy Wiltcm oirpets 
now wheat has fatten." 

^' Her htishand has just sold his crop for 
two dcdlars' per bushel however/' whis- 
p^:«d a bystander. 

^* The Brussels oup? ts«re noK^re fashion- 
able now,*' said Peggy Buckley. 

*' This was a very pretty caipet before 
it was so faded," Mrs. Vaneer said, 

Yet when it was set u[h this cafpet, 
thoogb bttrat and threadbare, and. fitted 
to no room but the one it was in, was bid 
for very eagerly by all the ladies, and it 
was finally knocked off by the auctioneer 
to Mrs; Still, who. had been sitting in the 
eomfst^ and had not said a word* • 

''' A very fine stuffed easy chair, ladies," 
said the man of the hammer. 

'^ It is rather too narrow," said Mrs. 
Micklebairn^ a short thick woihan, who 
had been sitting in it. 



" Is it sttfiBbd with hair er ttioss?" stSS 
another. 
*' Hdr, I fit^iii^,'' stdailie autieidneer. 
" Will yduwarrtnt it?'' saSd the other! 
♦*.Nd, laii&atn, hut I will Inquire?* 
« It is not worth while, but it fe^s Hktf 

tu^^r ■ ■■ ■•• . ■■■• ■•' ■ - "' 

After tftofigtetintest. In wMch Mts. Mife-? 
klebaim took aoonspiciiSU^ patf, it-'^iAs 
pWrtftHtteii fti< Kft-sVCJrtiyson. - - s • 

« Every 4iiiii)iiionje 'ftfi*g Ib hou^t |n,^ 
«*dt ^^^«be ladles CbteuHt^i •' '^ • 

" Mn'l^iHtottAOd, iset ui)^hiB<hieft'iih4^ 
ifftfllMreJ" '' ■■ •- ■ • -•■ •' '"■ 

^'SfanHIsfit u)»^the foed^ld nMe»«Ci^ 
««ige«h'er ?^' • '«.:.;• 

" ^SepMMte;^ mnd iene. 

I H«<ffh: hid,** said tfa^ lacty <id(rtfO latt' 
spoke, " unfotia'tliey'dre'set itp^ttJ^therT^ > 
"^ l'MimfiK»caiifftiodaMe^ehe>nFiiiow8,'^-«^ 
the polite auottofleet*, > anil the! wld^ ^: 

oOV^gly 4natte1)R<ipa«i^hMe. 
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ABQfVT three ok;Iock notice was given thtt 
fbe ntaki€» ;of the furniture, akodk, . kc 
wMild he Boldr ow4te /Ml&wing day; «id 
tbiy "prooeiiided to jradcie salei of the .^yte- 
A''*piiie taUe, about four or fi^e feet 
sqiiave, was broogfat oat oTthe kitchen* 
mdtflmiA'cm the ]sw» befete' the aootii^ 
door,^ tdiieh'tbese^psopte^^ werafaMidelf> 
m^i^,^^eam by i m^ unless tltaie .n^ a 
&aBalj,':m mkkk rosse'^fh^ allr4tl)Qid ei» 
the ground. One not f aoetistottf ed^ t^ thii^ 
i^pwtdste is> exintreely^shoeked to see be- 
iii|ts»Df ifehe^smieispeciies wftfa bibfself set 
jdfi t^'wle to die highest >bidder^ like 
bmsesor dattlr; and even ilo those who 
hnse: been MOuitaoMd to it, it U ^s&gwt^ 
dlde, lima their HB^|tB|)it^ 
Ueii ftnd aniclous^lave. The weighbof hisr 
fiditers^ the negro wboibas beea (born and; 
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bred on a well-regulated estate^ hardly 
feelfik His simple wants are abundantly 
supplied, and whatever of coercion th^i^ 
is on his will, it is so moderate and rea- 
sonable in itself, and, above all, he has 
been so habituated to it, that it appeai;s to 
be all right, or rather he does not feel it 
to be wrong ; he' is, in fact, a member of 
a sort of patriarchal family: byt when 
hoisted up to public sale, where every 
man has a xight to purchase him, and he 
may be the property of one whpm he. 
never saw before, or oi the worst naari ia 
the community, then the delusion va*> 
nishes, and he feels the bitterness of his. 
lot, and his utter insignificance as a memi> 
ber of dvilized society. - 

The countenances of the dullest an4 
most phlegmatic of them shewed soope 
emotion when thus exposed — ^mostly p£ 
anxiety about th^ persons who. shimld 
purchase thein, and sometimes mortifiea-, 
tion it answering the inquiries made by; 
the bidders, about their healtfa> their 9ge,. 
ability, and willingness^ to work, ^qfme p£ 
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tbe wbaien .who had cho$eil in the mom* 
iBg to run' the risk of b^ng sold to. somj& 
person in Yiirginia, when the risk they 
were about to run was thus brought fully 
bdwe them, would willingly have recalled 
their wordsr ; and one wept loudly while 
the auetioneeer wais, in the way of hi$ 
tmde; crying out — ** Three hundred doj-. 
laH — ^wiU nobody ^ve more for this fikely 

. Her extreme distress induced an in- 
quiry on the part of Mr. Trueheart, and 
after much sobbing, ishe admitted that she 
bad just maitied, or as good as marrledi a 
young man, the servant of Mr. M^GuU 
loch. ; 

: * As soon as the old man heard of it, he 
dedkred the bussey and his man Jacob 
mast not' be s^rated, though Jacob was 
M idle dbap enough ; and he forthwith 
made a bid, though he knew that the bond 
he should give would probably get into 
Hatchett^s hands, and that he would be 

^ued on it immediately: But Trueheart^ 

• " ■ <^ • f ■> ' 



«it^bo1}i^«sbb and Mdly t6 *Mn Sldfe^; 
^ t^u^ the ^l touM g6 '^ilfti^ ll«S r^^ 
of hel* 4)yMfil5^, mid th64tr^l»s1» jpitiife*;l 

debt, as well as an unprofitable ifeifvWrti' 
iMtelld ^^ding to iMs dlfBci^i^ ; to 
^hfeh ftffkngeoi^t lie ftnidly oofiseiited,' 

-' dhi one occasion n* Kkety imii&tto^rl, 
atkmteigbteen years -t^ age, 'vriiose bus.; 
band was owned in tbe neighbourhabd^ 
ftiis tho\\i ^ be sold ; ^nd a^ ^ves of VtAs 
^fe^pti<m often Gdtntmiid vety Mf^ 
{)t^^ff/Wbeil tfc^y'happ^tpmiH the tiisrteg 
<)t^ some of the iibpii^nes: of tte French 
to j^ai>l^ ^ttements, or e^h as h6itse 
Sc^aAts or ladies*: maidsj they sdre^es^iiy 
imight after by thk iiegro tradeni. Tfao^ 
iHiKi were pr^ent Teadily sought to i»ml 
themselves of this ohgect of speculation ; 



rndprnnm^ gmghefwmd /tile limit ^-iviiMi 
^be pmdcnt fiimer' ^vviionOTraed iie^iiini.' 
hii^- bid f^iMoiiiked to iUDntfir/^lie.Hbadr 
tt^pp^df) w0^ tbiqr QontbtUd^ 
one another* 

J'bef^irL 4oeked ^xtreoiely iihniied/ 
wboB ^«be Mw ahe wos bid ^t bjr ntMii 
wbo«f^«be<did^iiot?laiow2 «n4i c^ie ^f tl|eiii> 
m^ 'WQjsr veiy: w^^^^t^f^^^n^i^ili^ 
mm^, bavi9g^ fudsed' ter tf ^tfhe.^ i$^iM k^. 
yiiWmg to gp^ itithiuiti, Ishc^aeiddailjr^ tod 
mtberpetlilm^, aaid«^'' No r 

Tbe'^ettonbor* "Who >h«d « <fifeotitftis to 
dweU ai wbife wbeneTer a ^kye ^tvia dbMti 
to be 3(^ *to ft ffli»ter tbey did teat lili^^ 
ifttoiedifttely «eiit*for Mr« Trcidieaptr atnd 
bcik finding ,faQW'matMi^;sixK>d,<attthonaG8d 
a bifstander to^ nske rtbe pilnsbase^r^idiii^ 
Th0;tJEiidM| pi^med ^.wfaat-betiaDddtbcf 
gJrilVlmpudenoe, wfaidt be fdttlieiiiam 
cUsire tif: fAiiu^ng^ io order to gratify bir 
buQioory 3ami. rto make some^liude dispby 
ofa&toathf bad bid/fer tbegifj toktyw^ 
S&y doUars more thaii.sbei wag .wo^ifa; 
hat^yngfthm 'to ( «ari; (as 43»nMJe now 
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proofeded dowfy),/flnd fearing to tnak^! 
bttMdf a laughingslock with Ms ooBipa*^ 
liioiis/'by the fiioe he should be made^ta^ 
pttjr, be ceased^ biddhig, i(nd the girl .^at^ 
put down to Mr. Trueheart. ' ^^ 

/ ^ Thefe is a piece of extravngande for 
you r md Hatehett to one stai^ding Deaf' 
himi '^ here IS a woman whose husband 
died insolvent, or nearly so, and his widow 
eaB afford to buy a field girl for four hun«^- 
dred and twenty dollars. I hope they will^ 
not talk of compounding after that/' 
^ ** The old lawyer has taken a fancy to 
that mulatto girl ; I wonder if he is mar^ * 
ried ?" said one df the negro buyers. 

*• You had better mind hoW you talk, 
young man,** said the farmer, in ilUho*. 
moiir, both .with the negro buyer and with- 
himself, ^* about respectable people in a 
strange place. That may be the practiiee' 
where you came from ; but the girl wpiild: 
have, had a husband oif her own cdout, if* 
something of that sort had not been run- 
ning in your head.*? 

The stuidy afipearanee md angry lodka 
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of the :f«itiier».j0id tlie lau^' raised, at the -. 
expeoce of the trader, madis \Am check his ^ 
angw in afew:iriiRiitea.r ; TrUebeart^ ;V<rho 
was eng^^ in : separating those negroes; 
nrhiQh were to bie sold at auction, from: 
those who were to be retained by Mrs, 
Gra^spn^ or purchased privately by Mr.. 
Stok^» relumed, in a: short time, and ta- 
king the. :&rtner by the arm — '' Hark ye, 
neighbour Wilkinson,?, said .he, ** 1, will 
either sell you this boy, or Vuy his wife. 
The prtoe is high, to be sur^ ; but I w41l 
wait with you a twelvemonth for th^.mp- 

' The faiwer, who had ^e^mxafcch^d bim<^[ 
s^ for flinching from such a ccmtemptible 
miow. as he now thought his competitor 
to bCf and who « kniew thaft the girl woi:dd^ 
nijKt.be deiff.at the. ordinary difference be-<^. 
ttmeen cash ^ and credit, con^sented to :tbe 
ofEiE; and the pretty mulatto, who was 
ddBghted that she was to remain in tbe 
county,: was atiH further: pleased to 'find 
that she would hereafter be ifi^h Anthony; 
always, instead of seeing }^m: ooiy once 



ed hiin Hitherto. 

t^e'ivext that modtitttd tbe t«bfe iwt « 
tidl athiietic man, between fbtbymsi tStfi 
by the name of Absalom. He bad a kidlr 
of firmness, and of whitt some might €X>il^ 
^der sdQenness^ and <Ahers d^ecticm. Hie 
auctioneer look^ at his Itet, and asking 
his name, read aloud — ^ Absal^M, ^and:his 
wife Judy.-*- Where is your wife ?'* 

'* She's going to*Georgia," said he. 
' ^*'I*hat dittisft be a mistake,'' said the 
other. 

Mr. Trueheart was sent for ; and Atisa^ 
Itnsi'wiis asked hdw It happcnad that he 
diose to be scid, wlmi ^his wife had pre^^ 
ft<rr^ giAvfg to GkorgtBu He made no an* 
s#ei^ at fiirst ; bitt cAi tlie.qu^ion benig: 
repeated, he said that Jody and he bad 
parted. Upon Truefbeart's suggestiiig^rt^' 
lAxfj tmght be reoonciied agaih, he :satdlt 
xvAi imposaiUe-^^n whksh he was aol^ and 
par(^hatefl by Mr. Trueheart. It seemed* 
Oil: iiirdier inrestigirisian, that he bsid i^ie-. 
tected iJB wife^ with whcxa be had imeSL 



ftieiiQ«j«atld;g»^ rooirtrkioB «i theipwtirf 
His^if^t'^n^, :Jnid'pi0«iites of fUtifti0«nai6iid^^ 

»ld td ;Mi7. StokesL ' - 

' Akboagb tfaere -mis ho.-^wpiiaffation -of 
KusbnUdflr {frbm ^rrm^ ^ toMlitef^ ^ttr 
jdting pkildreb, yet, '• ill ' sx>me insttffi«e6» 
those who were goin^ to GecMigia Wi^ih^ 
vQiy nekr relations (x> tiianur of thd^ ^» 
reiUidiied bebiii^^-.'^lbe ^fiM cholxiing to 
sefiafste fVom tbeir fmnd^ tsatha- tli^n eti^ 
counter uncerteiitrisks* ' . 
- Afi Mr. €fabes'1iiid!«n.«geiittheK2eady 
to take charge of them,, end had already 
^mMded ^he means, of franspdvtfition, they 
Iv^ete ret^ired to'psepare for starting^ im- 

m^kMtely; %v]itile*many of tliosewhoTvefe 
pufdi^iaed by the -Jb^gfabodcs^iHrere told to 
go to tb^r neiif ! booties tliat evenirfg^ and 
tbiut (their little' artifile^r^of (iftiinifAutre and 
Hodk ;^0ul4 j^^: sen^jfor; i^^rWacds. Ic: 
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sodh cases they took an aflPectionate leave'^ 
oi their friends and fdlow-servants^ ' with * 
whom they had been bom and bred, and 
from whom they were about to be separated- 
for ever. The solemn shake of their hard 
hands» and—** Good bye, Dick,"—^ God 
Uess you, Sal T* — ^ Farewell, aunt Nelly," 
— -** Cousin Charles, God bless you !" were 
v^ry affecting. Their simple hearts are 
very siisoeptibie of warm attachment ; and' 
many of them on this occasion, especially^ 
when they went to take leaveof their mis- 
tress, as they still called Mrs. Grayson, 
could not refrain from tear8,accompaniedby 
some s^cb benediction as this.^— *^ Heaven 
bless my kind mistress wherever she goes, 
and send her good luck ^ and ** Remem- 
ber tab to Miss Louisa.** ' ' 
Many of those.who were going to Geor- 
gia made presents to those who stayed 
behind, especially of such articles as they 
had not been able to sell. They were aU 
dr^sed in the coarse white cloth called. 
ilap{)ed cottons, at once cheap, warm and 
^pong, and. thick «tout shoes, which Irad 
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been/ made: on the estate by.some.two.or 
three of the number. i 

Bella came frisiking among them» with. 
Bn air of.Qonacious superiority » crying out, 
'* Mistress says you must :aU go to the store- 
room for some jiugar^ and bring your hot* 
ties for molasses." 

" God bless my mistress — • we never 
shall get such another !" ejaculated two 6t. 
tlnoee. 

./'And, Efiy, mistress sends you this 
flannel for Mary Ellen, and says you mi^&t, 
be sure to give it the drops every night 
and.morping.^^ 

Eight slaves were selected fof Mrs. Gray- 
sonj four house servants, and four for the 
$eld, besides Granny Moll. There were 
several superannuated, whom Mr. True^ 
heart concluded to attach to. the estate, 
when it should be sold the next day, as 
they would' be. an inconsiderable encuni'. 
b^uiQeofi it(3 value; and it would be far 
better .for. them to remain where they had. 
been f^^u^toiqed to live, than io go off, 
f vep fpf the purposes of being better i>sed, . 



the carriage and hones <W€9Pedbvd<iglitiip^ 
and Mn ^tve^tmnt, atteUiiigrfiHDthd^or- 
pme of InddingTfiir^di^ 
rmogtAmd ft}amntb^' Utie wne that he 
hMl^ SMti: ^'smiiiteiied np^** as oht Phffl' 
termed it, the evening befismo^-^'So sooGeaa^ 
All'h«td iM^en 4ite -pbus (fraud In* nietatdoiw 
pboring tbiir vppeimiioe fcft the wantf.* 
He smiled at the device of the old man^ 
wbibh h^ jmrjposdf efidtavoiHied* to cottn* 
teMdt by efjqiressing his Buf^rise opeiily 
^edhflK^ge. The okl > servant^ said i^ler* 
wards—" Mr. Trueheart be a. veiy gireM^ 
knr^» tmd a >se»s%^le man» 'but be 410 
great^hand at a bbi^n. After I b^ fix€^ 
ttif cattiage and horses, so* sd thiey look 
Kk^'JoedoIiday^6 baek, be throw AHW 
fat in the^fit^, by ^yibg---' PhHl, wtet 
have you %een doing to the 'carriage 'dild 
hmmi they look so rusty ?*— * But,* fitly s 
I, -^ ah, wass)( Tnieti^tei^t, w^ 
old,' eatriage, atiQ borses,^ and driviir.--^ 
' IBbt, FMU;' shyft he, < you have tii^t j^ 
miich older dnee last night.' I wink tariO' 



tfemi ^ ^JMrsbigie' andtht lioreeB^ew ji 
mi^y* gbbtl dmipge (imd : heroes, e^obpt 
that^^Hke tba idd ttfoi, they were the m^oaese 
ibr weai^ and they tiMdc me at mj wordi; 
mA Mr. Tmeheiirt liarte them «t Ms owr 
Ind, and' wfaen I ^nuadtened them up, yoo^ 
wdUld itot have known itiem.'' 

The fidkykring day, the lifXHSk, bdmei^/ 
proviindtii; and <3ld aitk$letf/itere disj^osed 
bt.'vM t^ntke^ eMate its^f Was iscM. -Ai 
Minbtid was gcfdd, there Were t^b< <»» 
djM^C'^Mdders' hi^ides ■ tAd -HattSiett, W^i^^' 
dtiaj^inted in gett^g it fbr faalf^riceytotf 
it^^titrdtigii hiB fbigers^ under the per- 
Marian t&i^ 'tHere were ^by-bidders em- 
pl(^ddt tb Make hltn rttn iip the price, to 
hf^hifitiite tliovtitfeatikMi when he ^Kseoverv 

^%is ikii9t{A:e. 

'-The 'saicoeedlng day Was Utie a^4tiVt 
gi^edterlmstie than the dth^rs. Thepuip^ 
c^lten 8ftti9ndingto>reeeiTe^aild-takeawi^ 
tfi« Utiles they bad txAlgfat^^-MsaUing in- 
ttMMtly on the aiitionteet«Md his elerk--. 
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moving tables and chairs, bedsteads, presses 
and bursas — b^re a parcel of glass, there 
a case of knives and forks, with ii mattock 
and spade-'-a kitchen jack, with a s6t of 
window curtains, a carpet and a wheat fan. 
Tl^ most heterogeneous mixture was seen 
iu the different lots-nsome standing in om^! 
corner of a room — others moved^4nto the' 
yard, and others again Silneady placed in a 
cart or wtCggo^ci tp take them away. 

Mrs. Grayson, seated in the out-build- 
ing, was quietly signing receipts, or re^ 
eeiving bonds, or executing such papers 
as Mr. Trueheart advised, and had already 
made herself comfortable in her temporary 
residence, 0)1 the same scale as she expect^ 
ed to be in her intended establishment on 
the ^Opeecan. The zeal, assiduity, judifti* 
ous majfia^lnent, and delicate generosity 
of her worthy friend, had filled her heart 
with the liveliest gratitude ; and she pre* 
vailed on him to accept, as a small me^ 
mentp of her grateful friendBbip, a p^r of 
dl^nioiid . earrings for Mrs. Truehear^ 
whit^h had belonged to her mothi^, Mid % 
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IxmdoD copy ot the Encyclopaedia Bri« 
tannica for himself. 

Having adjusted every thing with equal 
dispatch and correctness, this worthy man 
quitted the house of Mrs. Grayson, leav« 
kig both black and white cause to bless 
him for his welUdir^eted and disinterested 
fienevolence. It was believed, that but 
for his judidous management, the estate, 
instead of leaving a handsome surjUus, 
would have fallen far short of paying off 
Hatchett's claim ; and every one rejoiced 
at the result, as much from their regard 
to colonel Grayson's, widow and family, 
as their dislike to the hard-hearted usurer. 
. On the morning after the sale Lbuisa 
returned from the Elms; and as much 
as she was engrossed by her own misfor^ 
tunes, she could not be insensible to the 
effects of the change of the circumstances 
of her family. When she entered the 
house, the bare floors, and the nakediless 
of the rooms, had such a forlorn and de-* 
solate appearance, that her heart .sunk 
within her. She passed by her mother's 
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diambeiv md though' the faedfitead waM 
yet standing, it was stripped of its'bed^ 
ding and furniture, and dmwn outroC 
its place. What, articles remained were 
scattemd in. disorder over the middle' cf 
the flodr, defiled it'itb the marks: of thci 
feet, or. with the atain which the dhfew^^M 
of tobacco, had lefk; :on it; tntioms^ and^ 
fiittrons, and cAd trunks, all indiadriniii^ 
natelyheiqaed together. The best ttti^i^ 
Ilid b^ett fitist unmoved, and there tefia^^ 
cd .old bctdste^adSiij old trunks^ bo^ies^ and 
eadcs^ . and. other lumber, or such as; hi^ 
been, purchased/ by pensons. at a distwce^ 
She. hurried alo^g to.wb^^ she ww, UA^ 
her mother was, , smd found her sitt^ig 
with the^samo; spwmo and resigned counfe^r 
mne0 as if she; was in her eas^F chaic^ at 
th^ window. in . hepr QWB roqm,. reading. a 
seiElpaoBi , ^oir, penning one o£ her, pious efi^- 
mom: tQi some 4)9ta»t f^end. 

^' Are; w€t.Ti(4 sixu^y fixed bere^, my 
dmr P' wid' 4bft .fifteri >an. affcictionfte emr 
btow, Md^itiqiiiiri^tmnc^^^iRfl^jt^ 
ter'sbml^*; ■*'' M^ Tru^hear^ telj^iine 



like tiii3» ^Geptifeift oilstone ; . and/I Aiok* 
as it is so small, Rachel and Bella will be 
aUe to keep it neater than they did this, 
^iilipict the neG(t^Hly..Q£ scolding." 

.Lduisa.ww .re|$49f4J9o find her mother 
s^r si|t}4^e4 w^tbi tl»i^, <^Wgf^ M4 %b6.re«> 
p99Ch«(d hefsf li uwre thwir jsty w fc^.llav* 
ing ODnoededi linyf thing:! ffoms: so mucb 
gnodi^aas.. .Mrs^QrayspB dftw^^wtk^pretrt 

iMP^O^ffHr amid .all t^eiqheerfiji^^ wtiob 
Li0iiiii^^ M^sumad, i that, :h^ hei^< iFasincH 
a]lPifWOiife(d> by .bei iwit She. wafyttp^^w 
apd;<|Mter> She. was^ p^q;^ad,QQL^.tb«l J^b^ 
ajm^tleu^oflQY^tfseyfidi Cffiher fdfpjpj^t^i 
tOQ^ sensitive h|da^ ^)d ast^e^of p^nfiil 
u^cepftainty W9S WQP«i|stog,hei; b^ltli^ ^^ 
qAflcvD^il^i $v0ii life' ks^lf^ .Tbey 1^ 
houffed-taypQQc^fW^theyiS^ md 

\nh9mi^y^ w4wv4)ilri9g Ibo Mgb^n ^ 
s9mow4f off the QtiMari^,«itfcht aliotMted Mr 

fiwptu (IrildadUQt Jjowiiii|(wbicb''eacir.eiit^ 
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her doubts and fears into the most eniel 
certainty. It vras in these* words »-» ^^ 



" New^Yatk, Dec. 15, 1796. 
^* My bdoved Louisa's heart, 
tender and affectionate as, it is, will >liot 
make known to her what I have ^ffiarad 
since I last wrote. I informed her of nay 
plan of engaging in business in • the* &ty 
of New- York, and this plan had my &« 
ther's ready approbation and suppoft; lie 
procured me a partner, bgreed to becofile 
bne himself, and^ to advance two-thirds *of 
the capital. All this . went j ust as I- wish- 
ed ; but, as if he suspected pny too ready 
acquiescence, he. inserted a clause in die 
articles of agreement, that neither of the 
partners should leave the state without 
the permission of the other two^ undftr 
the penalty of forfeiting his whole imp- 
rest, and that th^ chief management ^Md 
tontrol of the business was to hk in Mr. 
V191 JDyck, a young man wl]k>m be (Ms 
brought up, and in whom he has the 
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fpnatest tsoofidenoe. My first impulse, 
*oU rioiding this provision, was to spurn 
tlie proflbred advantage; but, would you 
believe it? tbe means even of getting 
Irom this 15 Virginia were wanting, he 
iuis so limited my pecuniary supplies, and 
.bas. been so successful in closing tbe other 
-avenues by which they have heretofore 
been obtamed. What to do under sueh 
ciicumstances I knew not. I then thought, 
that after our term of partnership expiried, 
I. might, from the profits which my fa» 
Aer would have no xight to . control,' be 
able to gratify the first wish of my hearty 
Bod make my Louisa mine by the rights 
(rf! law, aa I trust she already is in afieo- 
laon. But on further reflection, I felt it 
would.be an act of gross injustice to the 
most, lovely aQd most amiable of her sex, 
and a mort ungmteful retmm for her kind- 
ness towards me, to keep her «o Iphg in a 
itftte ^f suspense^ and subject to the fuix* 
iMiea tibat ever attend it, as well as to the 
wmpuA^B and meers of- the illiberal^i^^he; 

o VOL. III. ' H ' 
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whose bttuty, and manners, and a^ooni- 
jdishments, have r^ounded tfarougli the 
Valley of Shenandoah, aAd at whosp feet 
the worthiest and most accoibplished youth 
of the land would be proud to throw tbenoi- 
selves, if permitted — I could not, my most 
lovely, my hever-to-be forgotten Lioutea, 
be thus unredsonable. Love such as mine 
seeks the re^l interests of its object still 
.m^^ than its own gratifioition. i feel 
fny tolf cailisd. upon, by every principte of 
justice, g€tieiK)sity, and honour, to release 
you from your engagem^it, rather thm 
ei^pose you to the perils and disadvantages 
of a three years' separ^ttioR. My own heart 
I know could never change. I fear thy 
too pleasii]^ im$ge is desUned ever to rdgn 
there triuia^pbant^ and to unfit me for any 
pther business iorpurauit. l^t is it not 
among the thid^ impdsrible too^ that xn 
^is long interval^ bisieged as yon would 
certainly be by weliitb and talc»lt6^ ^aud 
tixe entreaties of friend^ these ehidL xdtePf 
meddlers with the happiness df ]»yejb, fm% 
you might forget your Gildons?: If "SO, 
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ought I not^to enable you to do it with- 
out blame, as it is not in my power to 
place you in ' that situation from which I 
should take you, and wbick you are so 
eminently qualified to adorn ? . I shall 
anxiously await your answer. Be assured 
Hbttt a hsA cost me pangs .Bot to be de- 
scnbed to tiike this course; buit in my 
cruel situation I had no other alt^trntiv^. 
^it wuft a choice of evils, and in making 
the selection, I have regarded your inte^ 
itesty not my own inclinatidns ; for -^be- 
lieve Qdle wh^n I swear to you, that the 
^happiest moments of my life have been an 
your sweet and innocent soqiety, and that 
.the world has nothing for me that cap 
^compare with that bliss, ^ if cirdumstanees 
would permit me to' enjoy it Farewdl, 
;iny amiable^ my ever-loved Louisa. I 
shall always be your devoted, though un- 
Ifortuna^,' 



• 4 • 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The unhap}^ Louisa had not half read 
this evidence of her lover's perfidy before 
.her eyes became dizzy and her brain eon- 
fused. . She endeavoured to. get up and 
retire, but in the effort at concealment, 
she swooned aivay, holding the letter in 
'her hand. Her affectionate mother ran 
to her assistance, and taking possession of 
the fatal paper, and putting it in her 
{)Qcket, she endeavoured to give such aid as 
her ^situation required. In a few minutes 
,she came to herself, but it was only to 
:utter the most piteous and ^eart*refnding 
4^ries of distress. 

** Where is it ?'* said she looking around 
her. * ^ 

. Mrs. Grayson told her, if she meant the 
letter, it was safe in her pocket, and had 
not been seen by any one. 
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* Bead it ih&i, my dear mother, read 
it» aiid judge what I must feeL Oh, 
could be be so crudl? Stay, it may not 
be his handwritiiig^t may be a forgery/' 

•* It has the New-York post-mark,*' said 
Mrs* Girayson. 

** Let me see. It may be some con- 
trivaiK^ of that odious Miss De Peyster." 

She took the letter, and saw too plainly 
that it was Gildon's hand. She now 
finished reading it, and the high-wrought 
compliments it contained looked so much 
like insults, that^they brought a momen- 
tary indignation to her aid ; but this feeble 
support soon deserted her, and resentment 
gave way to pure, unmingled grief, and. 
the blackest despair. 

Mrs. Grayson ran over the letter hast|« 
ly, and saw enough to satisfy her, that it 
was. the pitiful shift of a mean, mercenary 
' lover, who was abandoning the object of 
his affection because she was poor; and 
began to call to her aid the precepts of 
religion, the . vanity of all worldly hopes 
, and ^xpecti^ons, and that ^ there is no^^ 
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thing true but Heaven.'' With the c^u 
digility that was nati^ to her, and had: 
been strengthened by misfortanC) ahe sakt 
— '* My child, this tnan haa ptcfntd fmt^ 
self unworthy of you ; and sel&respeot ire- 
quires you to despise the- wretdi who 
could thus sport with your feelings/' 

Louisa seenhed all the while followinig 
the course of her own thobghts ; but catch- 
ihg at the last words — "Yes, sport with 
my feelings," she repeated. — **^ Ob, GildoD^ 
could you read the heart you are fbua 
laeerating, ybu eould not have written 
Hiat letter! And haa it come to this? 
Have then all my fond dreams of hj^pi-- 
liesa vanished for ever ? Is this the result, 
of your professions and vows of ncvar^ 
ending love ? * — Oh, mamma, pity me, 
pity me r « . 

. '^ Cdttifort yourself, my child, and Inist 
yourself to our heavenly Father.** . . 

'^« 1 deserve hot the favour of fiteaven-w*. 
i deserve itbt y<mr pity — I merit kh^ 
sd^an. Oh, mother, nt^liyer, let Me hilet 
niya^If firoin th^ fhce>0f the wdrldL I M^ 



VALLEY OF SHENANBOAffi 151 

imwortliy of you— I have decfeivcd you-i^ 
I ^flaw him iat Stanley -^ he followed me 
tber^ without my knowledge.'* 

'* Oh, my child, how oould you con^al 
the fiict ftom me ? Have I deserved this 

want of confidence ?" 

f. 

** I have been a culpable wretch. I 
«ee it*— 1 know it Oh, forgive me !*' 

^* My child,^ said her mother, unable to 
leproaeh her when she was so self-accu- 
sing and so afflicted, '\ I do forgive you, 
and I .regret it more upon your account." 

** My dear mother,'' said Louisa, inter- 
rupting her, *^ you will not, you cannot 
fergiye me. I have not told you all. I 
saw hkn privately*-^! saw him too often 

— I oh, I am the veriest wretch that 

liv^s!" 

H^ iDotfaer guessed too plainly at what 
her dti^htef intimated ; and she thought 
QOw that the cup of her afflictions was 
full. One painful thought followed a^* 
other in rapid, sueopssion. The forlorn 
9ild unprotected condition of her child — 
her blasted i^feistiQns— the stain pji the 
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hitherto unblemished honour, of her hoiieek' 
so tortured her, that it required all 
natural fortitude, and all h^ faalntuid 
signation.to the will of Heaven to support 
her.^ — ** And have we nursed a viper in oiir 
bosoms to sting us to death ?" said di^ 
in a. tone, that was rare with hen ** And 
have you so far forgot what was due to 
yourself~-to your family — your fath^s 
honour ?** here she cx>uld not xefiain ^fixxin 

weeping. 

'* He is not altogether to Uame^"^ safd* 
the generous girl; " 1 have been as. nacr^ 
in fault as he. But he never cbu)d have 
loved me; I see it now too plainly; mid 
death will aocm come to relieve me^ frcnn 
a hateful existence.*" • - 

'* Is that the way you insult an offend- 
ed Providence,, Louisa ? Instead <^ se^* 
ing to atone for your errors^ by penitence 
and amendment, to wish to mA unaisk^ 
ed into the presence of ywr Creator} 
Are you prepared for the obwge 7*^ /'* 
f* Foi^ve me, my dear, my. angelie 
mother ! I know not what I say. - De^ 
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i[plir deprives me' of my reason ; )>ut I 
minot^ I iUB sure I cwnot survive it P 

Tlie wild and frantic looks of Louisa; 
new awakened all the tenderness of the 
raotiien and for a time suspended her in- 
d^ation towards Gildon, and the deep. 
moFtifieation she felt for the degradation 
qf her family. She used some soothing^ 
expressions ; hut these seemed to throw^ 
the wtetehed girl into more violent pa^ 
roxysms of grief, her mother's ^gentlaiessi 
and tenderness but "enhancing the pain of 
sel&reproach. ^ 

••'Do qot pity me, my dear mother-— ]( 
deserve nothing biHt scorn and reproaches i 
do not pity me, or yoy will drive me to 
madness r 

After this burst of pasrionate grief had 
sitbsidiBd, her pale and haggard face shew- 
ed the enfaausted state of her system, an4 
that* she had need of repose. Mrs. Gray- 
aon' mmt for Isabel, her favourite maid, 
and requested her to iittend to her daugh- 
ter, whom she then advised to seek som^ 

hS 



fest, hnd "iHtfadi^w t6 her iw){hix»»iii«iif^ 
tate ohthiH utiloolo^fer <»kmSty» ltod/«ifr 
lMll5e her mitid u]^ 'to «eiidQ w and to tbw 
fo tb^ will of Hii», who ytribetli ^liere lie 
listeth, and Who Often chasiti^n^ by; attc^. 
(Son those whom he 'loveth. 



' ^he beg&n no w to iestt 'a neir danfg^ 
and that Ed ward'ir fiery tem|>^ woitM^ on 
risceiving the Intelligence^ resOlt to M^p^ 
^oletit steps; and incensed as i^e Alt, in 
spite of all her ^nisttan fbrbearstaiii^, 
against the author of her cdateity, shed^«. 
termined that her son ought ne^t to be 
itisde immediately acquainted with GiU 
A&ti^ desertion. 

' After Louisa ^s puft to bed» she WAa 
fi)und to have a burning fever. Her teara. 
With some intemjiissions^ continued to 
flow] and she uttered shoit ejaculationa 
at intervals* which s^wed the st^raidy ciMr-* 
rent of her thoi?ghts.-i-.** CrucS manf?*^ 
•• Impossible? heraust have loved me P^-* 
^ What shall I dor~*» What! ph, my 
toother, my mother r 

Mrs. Grayson sat awhile^ till she 9^ 



peoraeb to'lie vaote loomptiutdh and :e& 
^ MNrthig iier to addr^ hertdf to th^ 
Throne of Mercjr, she approached her bed^ 
Mid kiBstng het as usaal» wished her a 
good^night. Poor Louisa, overcome hy 
h» mother's unabated afieetion, ccHild 

« 

mafce im reply, her sobs stiffing the few 
wovda cf iove and gratitude she wouMi 
have uttered. 

The next tnoming Louisa was so ill %hat 
Mrs. Grayson proposed to send for a physi** 
^n ; but she objected, and asked for M9* 
tiida. A pressing XK>te was accorjcliil^y 
written for her to eoEne over tONsee Lojuii^ 
who was in bed. Mrs. Fawkner inquiry 
Us imnut^ly us ,she could of the messenger 
kita the nature of the fever, and moisted op 
her daughter fortifying herseU* with a scnaQ 
bag of camphor around her neck, lest it 
sfaouU ^be infectiQus^ as some cases this au- 
tumn had been regarded* Matilda lost 
110 time in setting out, and reached Beaich- 
wood befoie twelve o*clodk. The meeting 
was a very affecting one. Ma^da 4i4 
Adt hint :«! Jier former pi^jyictions* and 
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LfOuisa admitted her own hfindndii^ «^ 
fblly. Sometiines she Vailed at t&e^^erfidy^ 
and'craeliy of her lover; but if any fe* 
mark of the same character w«8 ilttdsdl 
by her friend, she dways tlirewiri aoms. 
thing bj way of eidtemtetion, thaSb ahemad 
it Was painful to her to h^ him een^cAwl 
by another, and that'4he love whtdr^ 
had planted in her* heart wias tob ditop 
rooted to be torn away at onde. Ldii!^ 
insisted on having the letter brought ti> 
her; and after reading it, and pondering 
0)1 it awhile, she ieusked Matilda,, if .^*&e 
did nol appear to feel a good deal at the 
step he was taking ?*^ But MatQda's looka 
implying mistrust — •* iPool that I am,* 
said she, ^ I have taken no pains to teetirti 
his love. I have done all I could to change 
it' to c»n tempt.** 

Matilda dwelt on every tc^pic which af-^ 
iectlonate friendship could suggest, toiai*^ 
leviate her sorrows; and so fiur as her 
t^ounded spmt oould receive oomfbrt, if 
was soothed by the efforts of her sympa^ 
tlffiring obtxipanipn, with whom di# &ik 



no^iigp,^ ^ Uttm^is of $^-r^rpaeb 
wUeb .htf tfiother*8 pr^senojB eec^sipfied* , 
One moroing, soon after the reoeipt of 
the iiitol letter^ I..Qiiis9 seemed in hettex 
ftpirili tban osuaU and loolsed Yeiy mn^ 
refiMhed I^ her night's sleep. She bed 
experienced, daring her slumbers, . one of 
those vi^ons which che^t us for a time 
of our misery; more.completdiy perhaps 
than any of the realities of l^fe ; and on this 
occasion i^ was not followed by the pain 
of findii^ it was but a dream, for it had 
ch^iered. her desolate heart with a ray of 
hop?. She di^mt that she was walking 
iq. Matijiida'a garden, about the middle of 
winter, when every plant was killed by the 
ftf^ or drooping and leaflets, and that 
slie had here complained to Matilda that 
she feared her lover would never return. 
Qn whioh her friend had advised her to 
\fxitfi* That she bad accordingly written 
hi^ f letter, in which she poured out her 
whole heart^.and many passages of which 
were ^ill ^rcsb in her recollection. That, 
f^frLeaspiiig time 9nd distance in her dreani, 
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ib^ thougfrt tlie kfttw had reached him ; 
ot> which he had immediBtely inetumedj; 
and that they were about to be married in 
1^ siimmerhoase ; on whieh tlie whi^ 
aoene was immediately changed: etreiy 
^rub in the little garden was in FultiA)Ofn, 
and every flower shedding delightfol fhr- 
grahce. In the suddmness of the trsusi- 
tion from wretchedness to btiss, he^ feel- 
ings were so strong that she awoke. 
' This creation of her fancy, on the subject 
which occupied all her waking thoughts^ 
so haunted her imagination the next morn- 
ing, that she communicated it to Matilda,; 
and insisted on writing to Gildon. The 
good sense oC Matilda in vain attempted 
to dissuade her from a step, which Would 
but delude her with false hopes, and watf 
inconsistent with the respect due -to her- 
ielf. She was inflexible in her'purposet 
and Matilda consented to furnish her with 
materials for writing, provided she would 
tonsent to her disclosing it to Mrs* Grray* 
son: She agreed that her mother fm|^ 
be informed of it; after the letter was sent 



<lff, iftit i(Ai{<iiD iommt iiefort, -lest -sitt: 

stenM < bb <4JpMcd te b sohetw) fra 

ker owti fimd ;hDf)e8't«igi»rad «crfahrottrably« 

Accordingly^ whtte her fndtb^t woro dowta. 
hfidhe if«totihig'6f tiie^^r^{!edlQgfi%^ 

wm^deibpkig <he »el&t mormai^ tba )at :Kp^ 
m the i)ed« /and in die foliol^iiig )e(tt<|l^ 
pwred forth the feelings of her hewi ibb 
her faitfafess lover :-^ 



- ** Be&chwaod, Dec. It96. 

^ In 8]^te of appMranees, I an» 
sure, oh Ofldot) ! ydn were not aware oS 
the eflfect yo,ur eruel letter was to have, at 
the time that you wrote it. I cannot yet 
believe that your lieait is changed. I^ who 
know what it is to love, and how impose 
siUe it is to eradicate th^ passion, when 
it is'tnrly felt, but witlv death, cannot be- 
Here that you are already indlttferent to 
your Ijouisa. I cin truly say, ^firom th« 
period of our last mterriew, I 4iave not 
^een one happy fnoment b^lbte last night, 
in ft dt!«a»a, iH^idii about to jaia our firtes 
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ttti tbe flitw, I was nuied SKmiiik^ Jiofmuik 
abyss of misery to the siiflrant of iranuBif 
UpBS ; and it b tlie 1k^ inspured by tkm 
blest vkdon whidi induces me now to a<l^ 
&iess 3roa. They say dreams sostietiraaei. 
cotoe from heaven, and are the harfai nyni 
of trath ; God grant that such may be the 
ditfacter of mine ! It is in your power^ 
Gildon, to realize the Uessed vision ; and^ 
can it be possible' that you will not do it? 
I have a full persuasion that I was not in- 
d^«rent to you : you told me so— *yoa 
flfwone it--^your looks, your actions, all pro* 
daimed it as plainly as your wcffds ; andii 
was not extraordinary that you should 
have been gratified at as warm, as tendon 
fs.true a devotion, as was ever felt by wo-^ 
lean's heart. You could not have fe^^iiol 
the passion you professed — it was iin>pe»% 
sllrfe; I could not have been deceived,;^ 
love suefa as mine is too Jei^<His und 
ifafeKi^^ig^ted for that ; nothing but $m^ 
cere attachm^t on your paj^t could iuora 
inquired love such as mU»e^ If then .yoa 
iMve suieeceb whit ^^liappw^ tQ legKm 



ykmrv6gnd? Am I not the same ? have 
I atterM in pefsen, mind, or heart ? It i* 
tHEK, the fever which the fear of your de^ 
s^vtio^ has oecwnoned^ baa reduced me to 
^btf brink of the grave ; but your preseiiee^ 
your amiles, the assuraneea of y o^ siBee^ 
tidn, WDoM act on me like rain on a wi« 
theved flower. Ob, Gildon! tfaeveiyhope 
which my dream has insjmediiaa alrendy 
renovated my strength^ cdmed my tnrah 
Ued spirit, and tMKHight dolour te^nty iaded- 
dieek. Is my hearts altered? Yes^ dt ifr 
stamped ; for that wfaioh was once a cold 
and^ regulated sentiment,- is now a p^Si*. 
flionr ttiat consumes me. Not t moment? 
pastes in> which your imagei is not ppeaMif 
-«*aoraetinies appearing to: my ientranoed 
Bwagination. with those sweet smiles ami 
ftscmating looks that won my vii|fiii a& 
feetiom; butoftenoflate^*--ohGod! what 
ti diflftrsnoe f — with a stern,- utirdentSiig^ 
vtesge^and averted looks.--«And what havti 
l^done> Gilcto, that you should turn awl^ 
irom me? Is it to have loved you aa wo« 
vaB never teved 'befi>re'?<^js it'to haver 



fip^tten ^ dittatai of phidi^Ace, the ad- 
vice of ftiencfek the comiumda erf tte bestf 
and fnost afft^qtion^te of parwts» to please 
you» t^tt you tbu6 turn from i»e?~is it that 
I hi^e done more^ha ve disregarded idl th& 
pr^Oepta i>f education^ of molality and rdi^ 
gioti^ that you have forgotten me ?<^Oh,( 
Heavenly Father! and can there be a 
h^arl that would first use its unlimited 
fK^wer to lead a defenceless victim a^ray, 
4iid then m^ that very errdr as a causie i)i 
deaertion? And can then that beii^ tie 
wly Gildion«-onee the pride as well as tl^ 
joy of my heart ? It cimnot be. The (SrU- 
d<m whom I knew in these shades, coii- 
versed with in that porch, and walked 
fvithon yonder beaoh, was as remarkable 
for bis^enerosity as his tenderness.^ If tibe 
act is 'igtiohle, it cannot be Jhis. Ah ! what 
wet^ tty iiemonstmnees! wliat wene my 
esqN^ilfilwIiens ! ^^ what did I not &y te 
yea on my kiiee$, when you, hurried on 
hy4^impil]i9eft-of passion, sauglit to abiisfe 
the power ydb possessed over me ? And 
wlMt were your ai^mients? what yomr 



fkrcmu;fe0 ? wlmt ^ow {wotertatibiis ? Have 
these argomente lo^t tbeir £Mrce?-»^ve 
ibeee protestetipns fai^atten-^these peo* 
mi89$ annulled ? itownci^Ue. After that 
fatal ^veniog, your love seemed to havie 
aoqiiired a new tenderness^ and moise Uvch 
ly airdour. Wbat then is it which can have 
mdde snch a dia&ge ? But whatever it is» 
let me Mcall you to :the path > of truths and. 
bcoiour^ and justioe-^of pity and hunuh 
nity. ! Ob^ Gildon ! if your bfeast can be 
stcekd against my sufferings, hove mer^ 
dn^<ir-H^ifiiust I tell you ?~but why ,nat ? 

We are > My mother deea 

not know it, nor have I the courage to teU> 
hoi:. You and Matilda are the only -brings 
on eartih to whom I could imention it ; idl 
osiers shall know it only by my death. 
Speak then a word of comfcnrt, to restore 
me to peace and bapptne99-*^make me what 
I WIGS when here you found me, iniioceiit 
and gay* Do all this, as ymi may in 0vm 
wordi. by telling me, and shewing me^ tiiat 
ydo still love your o'wn deirtfted Lomnk. 
Oh^ [Gildon ! coidd ymi. see me, parc^ped^ 



.1 
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up with pittowti wan and. emaciated, and 
sui^KHted only by the' hope vrhidi my own 
heated ftncy has created ; could ypu se^ 
the wreck and desolatiofi which you have 
caused in a once happy family— *a family 
lately ^the object of your esteem and i^ 
gaid;.ocsuld you see my brpken*heaKted^ 
mother, watching half the night over the 
feeUe frame of her still more wretched 
daughter — ^it is not in your heart, it is not 
in the breast of the veriest monster in the 
hisman fiirm, to turn a deaf ear to my sup* 
plications^^no, it is impossible. You wiU 
not «tab to the heart her whose only 
oriiiEiehas been her too great love of you, 
andi I ■ You cannot have 

so forgotten the love that you lately felt; 
and if you have lost the ardour of a lo^rer, 
you cannot have laid aside the feelings 
of a man. Forgive me, Gildon, if I have 
said any thing harsh or displeawig^ I 
would suflfer .any cruelty that ca|i be in- 
flicted, rathier than willingly give j9^tBt 
mointnt's plin ; for, with aU that you hai^ 
iftMide me suffer, you lure, beyond aU eK^ 



pression.or conoeptionVdear, oh I too dealt 
-to your own 

*4 T ' » 



When Louisa first began to write, she 
derived so much strength from the excite- 
ment of her feelings,- that she wirs not 
sensible of fatigue, and the same cause' 
supported her to the end. But the mo* 
;ment she had fipished, her strength, put 
to so severe a trial, deserted her all at bnc6, 
and she fell back senseless on herpiHowr 

Matilda, who was reading at the fire, 
heard a noise in the bed, and looking 
round, saw the face of her friend exhibit- 
ihg the paleness of deaths with her eyes 
dosed. She first .ran to Louisa; and then . 
called for assistance. Bella, who was at 
band, came running in, and: seeing the si- 
t&ation of her mistresis, screamed out -that 
she was dead. This, alarmed the rest of 
the servants, and the bustle awaked Mrs. 
Grayson, who had been sleeping about an 
hour. She hastened in, and finding her 



daughter in a fiatithig fit» and at the aaoae 
time seeing the writing implements ion tbe 
iied, which Matilda had not had time, nor 
even the thought of removing, she asked 
if Louisa had been writing? On being 
atewered io the afl&naaative, she said to 
Matilda, in a tcme of reproof she had ne- 
ver used towards her before-^^' I wonder, 
my child, yoni could be so imprudent as 
t» suffer it.*' 

'< I see, madam, \ihw wrong it was,'' said 
Matilda ; ^* but I have not time to explain 
what led to it" 

Mrs. Orayson took the letter, and saw 
it was to the man whose name she had of 



kte held in utter abhorrence. She was 
too anxious about the situation of hn* 
diikt then to read it, but she Mded it up 
snd put it in her pocket. When Louisa 
came to hersd^ she looked around With 
ami inquisitive, anxious eye; bi^ Maai^dA, 
who tinderstood her, toU h^ to eompebe 
hsifseif, ind not to talk in her present wdAc 

<2fayiSQn aftir. a^ wliileliseticed: tb 



her dreadful apprehensions but Hoa truly 
.ooofirmed; but her daughter g!^¥eMbh a 
touching picture of her -tisu£KEkringf, anfl 
seemisd.sojoverwfaelmed #itfa retnonsKf dnd 
$hame, afi4 the pa^^ of blasted aflg^retioti, 
t)mt she felt DQbore of ,iaciateruajl pity ftw h^ 
woe^ thpn of blatpe for her-errors. 

" Wretched chUd !" said $he, " hpfw Ughjt 
are all my misfortunes, grievous ^ 4he^ 
oertaii^ly are, eomps^red with thiK9 1^ I 
thought too that I had i^eaohod ih^ h^ 
ppkbt of biw^n wp, aad yet thii^ n the 
moinentof the most iisunixedi bitteniess 
I erei: yet experien^d. White we.«cte«, 
to our adoty — whUe we .cofiformi.tp. Hit 
great law of Him who made oa^ we never 
can be completely wpetched«r^6 always 
Iptave some souiH^es of cohsaiatkn. But 
whither^ (Oh ! wiiither casi tUs urdMppy^ giri 
tKOpKdwsafys CQibfork? &\iQh jal^ihtope- 
ies898fa.of hedr sfttaatioH, slie.'icaMob elacm 

impart hec^etingaffii^'^^^i^^^^^^ 

tb «iie^ fcom whdm ahe nearer IheiA a itecxet 

WaleJ.4HFifttb*r el MeraasS Mp tbinfe 
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uftwerAy servant in this hour of afflictioa; 
and if it is not according to tfay divine 
-wifl to afford relief to her sufferinj^ at 
least enable her to bear them.'* 

Thus fortified by the aid of religious 
meditation and pray»; she returned to 
her daughter's room, and taking her hand, 
mildly said — '* My dear ' Louisa, I know 
every thing — ^I pity you still more than 
I blame you.'* 

- ^ Oh, mother !** said LouIga, sobbing, 
** can you then forgive me ?** 
' *^ Compose yourself,** said her mother ; 
^< pray to the Giver of all good for forgive- 
ness, and ask him for aid in this hour of 
trial ; there alone is to be found a balm 
fx the wounded spirit. Coieel, my dai^rfa^ 
ter, and pray, or let a mother^ prayers be 
dSBsred up, and do you join your humfde 
supplications to the Throne of Mercy." 

She then, inspired by the high-wrouf^t 
state of her feetings, pouted forth, a pr^ytt 
of the most touching eloqueuioe, by wtioh 
hec daughter, though melted, was sdotbed. 
Liouisa called ben mother to her bedside^ 
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p^ fUSked . permiQsion to kiss her^ ^ying 
to faar> if ev^r th^rje v^as an angel upon 
earth/ she was one^ and that she was too 
forgiving) too good. 

r- " My: child," said Mrs.. Grayson, as the 
temrsi in spite c^ her habitual composure 
tt^id . selfrCommand, coyrsed one another 
dowk) her paUid cheeks, ** I feel for ypu 
iki wannest affection, and I know you re- 
ciprocate it." 

:> •* I ever have indeed, my mother; and 
oh. that my heart had never known any 
otherr 

.^ Matild% had been a silent spectator of 
this affecting scene, but her tears flowed 
in unison with those of the mother and 
jdaijgbter. Mrsv Grayson told Louisa that 
h» advice was» that the letter she had 
written should not be « sent» or at all 
events not by the post, as it would i^g- 
gravate their sufferings if it should mis- 
.cacry;. or fall into strange hands. , Such a 
<iGptingency had never occurred to Lou* 
i^ and. she agreed to wait for a more oer^ 
r :rqwuu i 
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lain mode of timyeytMe^ uiA thai kl ikim 
as in every ihihg else, «he WMiId be JgOit 
teemed by that advice wftkh die hid^Mfi 
so severely punished for dfeMgarJ^D^^ 

Mrs. Graysoil, seeing her tiaugbfeer Was 
more composed, retired to her mkMi { and 
Ho longer feeUng t^ neoMrity fyt tile «K^ 
^tapn she had used theni lo c(MMeal>lHar 
ettotions, she lamented the fine af l«r 
lost and disgraced child in a burst "AfQifi^ 
strained grief. Nor ^^Mld she tbfok oi 
any plan by wMdi the stain upbii^ tibe 
hitherto unsullied honour of theii* bmisk 
could be kept from the knowkigeiMP ike 
world, or that any thing fike hffp|>inM iir 
respectability could agi&n attend h^ kl 
life. She dreaded" also the tx>nse^fMiiW« 
with fidward, wlidse proud and Mtf «^i 
rit would never suffer the autbdfr St^siiidtk 
a disgrace tb escape with impunSty. -'' ^ 

Afbr Louissa*s bosom had beeh ^^QAftH^ 
^ned of the painftd secret wMch lOfK 
prelsSed it, h» mind became .gremfy m 
r^ed ; imd she feudd a conolaliolilfi tfi# 
religious exercises of her mother that -the 



WM:<a»y Jlbii^ ( WUffl wW rir V^f v«f sb^ 
InilliBttli jilfiie Jbo^, jttot the »b«i^i|ti«ii of 
bA Ifffitr ym A (t0ai|wprar)r ^PMi w4 tbal 
he wotiM yfflDttun} to (^t &Mt 'm which 
«hb -qrali fipi: b)9 permad^ he lie^s not 
(am apceit. Shis ffpsi^lprefll, ^hwU' it l^c 
«tii«niliB^ to £plye hieffS9}f np -whpJljr to 
ndq^Q* 4«tie9, md the fp^iety of hev 
aattfmv'ahlticlcming tW ^rpiM a)9d its v^Ui 
floMtin^ Ko Yfhk^ «h^ was p^mi^ded hw 
hittrli vtNild then l^e for (fjet dead. 

Sn -IJM4 ooQi^ol^i^ fiwpe vf aond her 
h^lli gr■fi^pUy j^tfutied, S0 6r «s to m* 
aUf h«r; Ho: 491 wit for th? Qii«Bmn'^ 
thMigh itlw glow vipfaich bng^U&tsii. Im 
Mmmalwd and- dstieate «U^ gavf fe«rii») 
hdfeattmi -th«t th« neiM; q{ h«r jdiAM«e was 

Jfytsit^r^WUfii to th^ jglms the day 
k^lxt:(Aiey'im9t&9ft out £)r the Opec* 
«ii9>,!finim«Hi^ to visit t^m as toon as 
^tkttfi'ysH Mbtl«d m th^ir.oew baUtatiiG^ 
Mflvt^«iMd iwith th^Ia the greater fiitrt 
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of the winter ;^ hfft >tnothei^s- oppcHfiliod 
to Edward having subsided ihtd a silent 
discontent, seeing that all her schettierlliid 
been irustrated, and no o£fer thut^ £ihe 
deemed more eligible had been loaide.^ ^ 
The following day Jdr. Trueheart^ whb 
had been sent for, as he had requestedi 
came down about ten o'clock, and th^ itt 
out from that seat where Mrs. GrdyMM 
had passed tlie happiest ahd the bitteirest 
hours of her life. It was a cold but cdear 
and cloudless December day,^wbiert^the 
brightness 6f the blue sky contralled 
strongly with the desolate i^>eet; oilf ithe 
country around, and when- dt thd tre^ 
w^e leafless, except a few scattering pines; 
whose lugubrious foliage was tftill more 
in unison with the cheerless season tfinn 
the bare trunks and branches 0^ th^ othMf 
tenants of the forests - It was a knelaArdi^ly 
day to a woman of her amiable aiid i?ki« 
der feelings. Tlie house, the grouni<|3,>tiie 
trees, the distant mountain, and the ghSsy 
surfece of the river, beautiful as tbey Weate 
in themselves, were' rendered interesting 



^clntfjf h^ the mdaneboly rci3oIl^on9 
itrith vJbAch they ^^v^er^ iiftockitecL' In this 
S^t 9be.|^ftd witiie6$e4 years of las: unio- 
Jt^ltltpted cpnmibkl bliss fts It can.fiill'to 
ike^ lOt'Qf, mortals^ t0 il^Qaw"^ Hei^ dbe h44 
jmqr^ the most hifdy 4)fd promiskig Qhii^ 
dren — here she had been'sfsvened by death 
fiQOi that husbaivl. she had iddiias^, d^d 
Imd. hid ft lasting adieu td the vijlgar ples^ 
«iue» . of . lif(»— here the remaiils . Of that 
JiltSbaAd were deposited; AU thesie cirr 
4siuo$taiioto made the spot iilexpres3ibly 
dear to her heart ; for th^ tery mekt^choly 
:they inspired constituted its mysterious 
jdls^ppf^ But the sufferings she had . of 
}(le« experienced here were of so painful a 
\cfaara^er^ that th^y served to weaken the 
foree of local attraction ; and she wasglad^ 
-on JxHiisa's acooMitty to remove fh>m a 
a(K>t where every thing she saw must t^ 
jvive fedings of shame, regret^ and renxpts0. 
' > JV P^Q^ of their small household had 
been aedt On the preceding day t<y make 
4iuitable preparations for ire^elving them^; 
;4aid apart jset out aUttle before );hem that 
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uiomfiig in a waggmb, drivMi, «i it' Ih^ 

-#11061 G!ld<m hU faerf tKe ftJMS(4 «ld 
•#ho ^fMM have exulted iVi th^ ^HSMm- 
Htfti of bin p»opli«q^, thAt ■* he irdulA «di«k 
io nd go6d»" «0itia hj6 h&ye ktioii<i> d&Unt 
trai known to Ml eiUfAoy^. 

Ikm]^ wai oBNTulIy Wn^ped t^ ia iraol- 
leA <nd for, yti th6 tbbck Wfts ^iaiiifymb 
great for her tmdM* lungs, as her fttfMul 
•coughing indkatod. Thay mith9t^^tik 
Betreot* lAiout two </tio(d{y baite0-tnnN^ 
led a dktanoeof fborteen Uribii fiwaMMb. 
wood. They found tlie bouee to«MidA^ 
two staiSL roomtf below; Witb a pa K lgi rlto 
iween them, and two Mx>n(»ftnilbi| gaiMi 
It stood Oh a piece of .flat g^tid/^JW «he 
ftbuth of a nmge of hilb> Whleh- wewwat- 
vcsred with wo6d, and deluded iii» «n«»> 
i^on limn die north anid nwtt-iMvtwlD^ 
The Opeoean mn .-oli^qaeiy hiSakfy^hc 
house, and mcide to the right a afeDa^l j^ieoe 
€«f rich bottom, white to theiieftji riri|^ 
df hMd covered with ^ikmt :w«v 4Ue lie- 
tdrininir of ah «xieriii«e ferMi ^nMch 



other wild wkfuk, for Ute «porft of ttit 
lumtmaii> and the BsmayBxim of the pwP 
tf^'jBxA. The hind was hiUy to tfaf apttA» 
on the^sdmr aide of the Opeocan, aiid oOi^ 
vwnd wkh woods and fields intemixedi 
it being a body of hilly fertile knd, which 
WM pretfy thickly settled ; and the hous^ 
and settlements, Imilt mostly of the blue 
linestooe, but nooanonally o£ wood* gate 
clieeifiiln«» to the scene. The furniture 
was already disposed in its proper pbor, the 
Imaie pnt in neat order» ai^ the floors well 
rubbed, where it ivas not ieurpeted. One 
men served theoa . for eating and sittingp - 
9%e other room, bdow mn the chamber 
of the mother and daughter; and a little 
doset, Imilt out beside the massy stone 
chimney^ was nsed as a dressingrroomi 
Unch epOTenient outfaoases as were not 
4ieie before had been put up by the prot 
!yi4eot eare of Mr. Tmebpart, in tbo si«<» 
ide style tUt suited the lest of the estab- 
l|slmient A eomfortable dinner had been 
proeided, and Mrs. Grayson felt more as 
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if fthe was Tinting a ndghbomv than that 
ahe had made a change of r^de&oex 
The place was more Improyei thaa she 
had expected, and she found th^e eyer^ 
tiling tfaiat was essential to oomfoit. Sbs 
was particulwly pleased with a.sprtrtg* 
house to the left of the dwdling-house,; 
which was placed a little below a roek^ 
fcom which gushed out a bold andpesaii^ 
nial spring of the purest water* wbicfa^ 
passing over the floor and one side of the 
spring-house, immediately assumed; the 
character of a respectable stream, and wa^ 
about half a mile below, sufficient ,ta turn 
a small mill, whose ever-revolting wJbeel 
gave, animation and pictuiesque .beauty i0 
the quiet scene. . /; v> 

" H^re,** thought Mrs. Grayscm, V^ut 
out from the more busy and ost^ntatioua 
portion of the world, I can prqpare mjir 
mind for that sta.te to which we att.a«^ 
fast tending. Here I shall liave ample 
time to pour out my adorations ta mj 
heavenly Father, and invoke bis mercy 
and forgiveness for me and mine^ Yondq' 



;$dlteiiMnt& will fonusb me with sufficient 
q)portimit»s» ds fiir as my .baQ)]Mi^.jpa$ui]S 
^^ctedd^ ofbeicig ufwsfiil to my: U^vftcffeor 
ttii?e$.-^OIi. God!: even in this day of trlr .- 
bulaftioni and ^f, I y6t h^ve cause to ^^e- 
tttm!thee tb^ka'fof: thy goodnei^ and 

mkcf/* i .'•» • /- / • • '..-*: 
: Mr. Troeheart described to her th6 limits 
of .the farm/ as weH as the coifrse of bu^ 
{jandry be had been pursuing ; and then 
added-1-'' But. J had like to have fcn-gotteQ 
to tdtl you that I had written to l^dward 
to-day, and urged him to retui-n to WiV 
liamsburg without delay, or perbat>s: h^ 
had better come up to Frederick at dnce, 
audi continue his studies in my office. 
There are ti*o very promising ycmng men 
now with 'me» who will afford him t^th 
society and exetoise in argument, and- 1 
Want hifti!to get. a licence in the course of 
Ihe next year.^ 'I have a project of giving 
idm a good start, by the collection of the 
debts due toil house in Alexandria, that; is ' 

* 

winding up. its - extensiy^ .concerns, an4 

IS 
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wMieli iruite a young n^ jcwt ■ a Utoitog 
into pnetiM Mlir tiirt 11 don Mt.'' 

"^ I too htnte ^Atben/" mAMr^^ 6my«* 
wt, ^ gB h» anoUier pcitiiv Wififee letter 
may liftve tnoM dfeet tbn botii of iOttr^** 

« Ay, I tliiKk tllif wind l^gkis to set 
fidr in that quarter. The old hdty^iaiN 
^uineid the otMer day hbw tuiMf students 
I had? wheth» I expected avj^ iddre? 
the prosper fbr a yiMmg hmy^ mt pte- 
4ent? by whkh I saw, as pkinOy as if Ae 
1»d told me, and sotvietbln^ phdntir tin, 
that her tie#« Md temper we cbujoied. 
A bright evening yet airaiisyou, imy #nr 
madam, after all your stormy trntk."' 

^ My trust is in Heaven, Mn Tri»- 
tesrt if iny K^ittdrai could be bappy^ahd 
H8pe(Aei, las iU I new eeek^'^aiid the; 
biit >tlie neodlection of :lier unhappy 
dau^^ster dkecked lier speech,' andlishesvafi 
not able to itiiie a deef), loiig^^hraiKn: rngk 
The worthy man saw thtwimig einotiaii, 
and hastened his depaituk-e, kmAst the 
grateful benedietibns^ tbbse ihe hali ba- 
friended 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A tVMtLM befi>fe those scenes of wo 
w(iieh |iv9 l^Eive detailed had ojD^^i^red at 
Beachwood^ Edward had gone to Easton 
jto s^pmntoofl tbp sole of that estate. The 
ilialffM 9m<mg the slavea at p^ing fyam 
iiAe; Another, a«d of being separal^ fropn 
9QSM8 endeared to them by eurly pl^$». 
aises, and by habit^ were pretty macb as 
liBve been desoribed in Frederidk, exe^t 
that the gentleman who had purdiased the 
Easton estate bought also the greater part 
of.&e slaves. And Mr. Cutdiins^ the 
jmnager, as . he was not able to purch4S^ 
4lie tittle imoier he want^, it being 
ttbougbt. by good, judges to be Hie mq$t 
vduaUe part of the tract, and before the 
|B«se»t year, had produced excellent ^rops, 
imd, as one of the creditors of the estate, 
bid very freely for the dtoives and st^k. 



J 
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and some of the best of the fumit»re. 
Nor did the field negroes shew as mudbt 
regret on being sold as those of Beach* 
wood, inasmuch as. they for ia long time 
had less intercourse with the family, and 
were under the management of a steward^ 
who had treated them with less kindness 
and indulgence than the others had re« 
ceived from Mrs. Grayson. 

Having executed the no veiy* agreeable 
office of selling the land of bis fbfe&thersi: 
the scenes of his infant sports and joys,'f<xr 
the t>urpose pf paying the debt of anolAierii 
b^ returned as soon as it was over to Wil^ 
liamsburg; and sending off old i^esnon ta 
the post-ofBce, he soon returned with:a let^ 
ter from Matilda. ;. 

In this letter she had stated, as she felt 
herself bound to do, her fears- of Gildon's 
constancy, which the postponement of Jits 
return had occasioned; and ^hoi^rshe 
did not venture to acquaint Edward with 
the extent of his sister's Imprudence, she 
informed'him of her lov^s visit,^aifi t3^mK: 
frequent interviews at Stanley^. - / l.x 
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The unaccountable silence of Gfldpn 
hftd given Edward increasing uneasiness ; 
and when he learnt that he had pasttMnied ^ 
his visit to Virginia till the spring, he was 
persuaded that' it could have proceeded 
only from a change in his feelings towards 
Louisa He intended therefore to write 
to hef; to rouse her pride, and to remon* 
strate with her against longer feeling ah 
attachment for one so undeserving of her. 
He intended also to write to Gildon, ^de^ 
manding an explicit declaration of his 
views. In the picture which Matilda gave 
him of his sister's anxiety^ he felt nothing 
but pity for her, and indignation at the 
unworthy cause, and for a time forgot his, 
own sorrows and difficulties. He went to 
•bed greatly fatigued with his ride,, and 
the uneasiness which the intelligmce he 
had received had exdted kept him awake 
th0 best part of the night. w 

The next morning he did not rise till 
afi^r-he waa summoned to breakfast ^ He 
went>to the ordinairy, and soon pero^ving 
that he wa$ viewed with: eyes of ctsrlosify 
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bf BiiBtA of *Im» itqdtfiitab h^^m M vced 
toariLflns^howatf mote i« hM QpiM9deno» 
tlMn the 9681 "Arhtft Wis tJp^ e<iu9e f^ Itr *Qii 
iriack he Jbaml thet M»wfy h^A ^boclared 
ftfeteUet^u* iM bili just rwnvedta letter 
finm fiiUbNi; In whipH b» b^d wd % 
■iiiteh jwriifa MiM (QrnyscHi wis entirely 
famkm eff, md th«t he hud a^kenof hier 
m ierM of levity, which had ^ncenwd 
mne^Af the isteAeotg* though M^wly had 
ttodertakcoi to dtE&nd hioi. ^weid iav 
ihecHetely iSttd-^'* I wiH know the ti$it|i 
ef tlu% and eithar Mewly or Gifedmi shiU 
enswer the o^rtaequeiiees.'' 
. Mewly. who thoi^ of a viadlMive eh4ir 
netsr^ mi well epough disposed to make 
miaiAie^ .was . not ovor witting to aufipert 
it.by Im fioumge, hedno hesKtalion m 
ahewi^6iUbn'8 lettei^, 10 irhkh. he. spoke 
wi his Iflleeiigagemrtit with Jj(H^ 
necessity he found hifiie<jf noder t^Jhwdc 
II joi^ ^attd dPhis. addrcns in dqipgrs^ wifii 
lp:eatJhiFity«idw«nt^fediiig; Heeviqoi 
esteHcA the kemty and pj^rsonsl MtfMh 
tionft of Louisat as if he was speaking ^^f n 



lsii*«dff nitfaress, ffiftlifr dUii df 41 deBtete 
ft^al^«9rlie hafl honDured^ liiiB witkhsr 
cAetion; ' 

> St iflf enotiigh^ air/' said Edwaud pionA 
iy\ '*l seb tkat your ftksnd Imhwa dt^ 
able nf wrilii^ what may bear jwm >eiit 
tn yoar ftaMments, thou^ I give yoii no 
credit for fnopagaifing it I inA you a 
^ood-momng.'* 

HIb course wad now taUn« He paid 
ofF fais ftnib that evettnig^ tocSc the stage 
the tuixt nidmktg fioir Richaioiid» where he 
stopped BtAy long eoDogh to get a»:miidl 
mmeyhom hbf agent as vmsdd defia^ hja 
Mpenoes, and proceeded on witboiit k» 
4if time aa ftr aa Fhiladdpfaia. When he 
acrived in that dty, he widieoi to peas a 
dajp or two wil3i aomestudBota of aoeda^ 
einf dSmm Viirginia^ for the paqme cf pi» 
cnrii^ ibteUijfenoe oi the movetneQla of 
GOUkm, aod c^ xecndfiing aoBMnriiat frolil 
the firtigiiea ef faia jowney; The saaijail 
ofiQangreaa fm htd ^st eoimiKQoa^ and 
he 4ras diaaimiia of heing piiaalmbiat a d*^ 
tate* ^ ... 
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He learnt (tliMugh Us Yirglriiar tAetiAfjt 
of sbme stiiflents from Ncfw^Yor^' tliiit 
Gildon had renewed his addresses td;lk^M^ 
J>e Pej^ter; and was exptected to ttaatiy"^ 
her bysbmc^ though others jthoi^bt: he 
was merely pb^ring the agreealhle.wiAh her, 
as it was 'said he hdd been : doiog with a 
young fedy of family in Vir^ia. 

On hearing this intelligenQe» Grayson's 
indignation boiled within* him. . He * re- 
solved that !he would make an exafaxple of 
such a wretch, who had profited : by ttie 
hospitality that had been extended to him^ 
to' blast the happiness of his entertainers; 
He began to review his whole conduct^ 
aiid while some parts of it seemed to fa^ 
vear;a^i^stem of duplicity and perfidy, he 
was obliged' to admit . that its . general c^^ 
«BCter iseempd to inidicate it could have pro^ 
eeeded 0ii}y:fram unfeigned aitachmerititot 
his 43i^ter, avMftireal friendship for herrfttti»^ 
lyj He was li^st^in perplexity to recont' 
oile these: seeming i^congrtritie&; but-tbe 
^tds^Ji^ididi not. make sufficiefit allows 
' ances for the variable character of Gild<m» 



^i^d^irety ai^rent at difl^reat time$^yMk 
iteoordihg to the prevailing humour^ eittiei^ 
fhe impasidon^ lover, willing to siterifiocr 
^ tdl for lov^" or the cold-hearted cdleJllll^ 
ting man of the worlds making the highei^ 
duties of honour and justice bend to the 
dictates of an ignoble ambition. 

Though in a frame of mind Which ill 
prepared him for viewing what was most 
tirdrth seeing in Philadelphia; yet he suf* 
fered himself to be conducted about the 
city by his young friends ; and ooncealii^ 
his thoughts and purposes fiKHn all but 
one frienfd, Charles Campbell, of Jefferson 
countyi he was able to bear a part in the 
frolic ^d youthful jollity which pvevailft 
among the southam students at that medi«^ 
cal institution when a countryman ^aomes 
among them. '^ '\ '^ 

He viated the alitishouse, gtol, ho^ital; 
and state-house. None of these dKbrded 
him so much pleasure as the gaol^ or peni^ 
tentiluythouse, the> rnaking the noble ex^ 
perimeiit (first suggested by speculative 
philantbropy) of endeavouring to refomi , 



« 

liifL flnd af iMfkfftiPMg wfy W*ffff!B^f to 

iriiic)! «v«ty thing «B9 inaQiigtd'-^4b# 
KUdOMi with wUdi couni?! was ^v€ii 
Md pwwihnMiit wBf enforoed, a^cowed 
more in th9> ebmiefeer of parwti siq^imii* 
tindil^)tbwi;|biUrsOt.t^ officers of jus- 
tiw e»e(9utic|g the aoot^ice pf the bw, 
He.w«iftiud( with the fiknce nf the i^ 
^OoRst^K tfveo at thw meids, for he wpr 
^iritoiit dinner, and mith thw ginnrf end 
•eriofit depiwtQdeot indifntwig^ in gfi}eii)i 
Mrrow Aid dqeetiw; oither tbm snltoo^ 
MPS. er despiyir. He etked the keei^> a 
ittMUe oUiging man, aninwted with the 
oiaL of the Society of Friend«i of wlueh he 
WIS a QMBabert how they proeeed«d whua 
they met with persons who would nwthef 
work nor submit to these rfgulatlons. 
He AitSd they were condemned to ^sm 
dsn^nement m small dark peUs, wbeiv l^ 
{Ni^Killtnn of l%ht, and their unpatatiMf 
di^ (they b^g ^hen lestrioted to bnad 
and water), mmI ^ aU communien with 



tlMif^ftiiiMV-pirlMB|Miih« Imng ibKboqtftaal 

yt^0bie bwtiftfi Titer, Moa fauqibkdi 
«id made them ^obmitio the 
0f their ftiperinCettdntSh: 
' Gifurion adoed hmiif hi dU iMttaoi^ 
tfauet meet witb n/Snatary tempen^ uriM 
woiakl not yield even^ to thia^aeveve diaek 
fttiei He iaid nevetv efeceptm one in^ 
Ktenee they hod a negtoi^torwouldjiiit 
work ; ind ivtmi off oMirae condenmed to 
ioiiafywmfiiiement, he flocm fen lulaep^ 
«hd waking when th^ braiight him hit 
aHowanqe ^thtetd and wnter, wouM take 
1lMtt,^and go to aleep agaJh ; . aiid is aaeM^ 
ed'to fpefarthat dositng antay jik imvt 
existnioc^ ioje state of ooai^mMkife oadN* 
joyiMfit) incumbered with. Hie^oMca^ty ef 
kl^r. 

- Ofagprni tUan. aAed tf there WM aii)r 
etfikibg dM K a i aii oe m the iiilmber ef jpit 
ittiieie «BtiiiiHfN3 by* the diffisraftt ilatfaim 
TbeiuttartfiteivieAt mM there wea meie 
tMti tf^jiMft pMi{iartion of inab,^ and im im« 
i^MtoDjr atxNOl ^^t^Mkvt ol^i8eiitcb,<whid| 
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hft.itdpated -to the faenigMfit 
jbtk pvkM^H'Mhof^ ' As to J;be poj^Hi 
jfacnfsbed by:i&Q, difib«fit/ ^te^^lhe saicl 
theve waa nofunifctfiDity* .,.-: 

GrayscHi went away fiiled ^with admira-^ 
tioa^for this triumpli of philosophy and 
heaeyolenee over vindietiYe . fe^Ungs, aod 
oadhred that he ismild exert himself if 
^ncumsfeancos should / ever ;put it i|i;fai& 
pow^ to introduce the 3abi6 11^13^ aod^ie^ 
netofent^qratein into his j9wn state* : ;!:.:/ 
. InC6hgr«»-hallhe:waaliigblyjgiatifiM 
tolb^old the leading • stUnesmeni of hia 
tbtttitry ; though in that edrly pmod 6f 
the s^ssbn^ the business was .but f of .little 
nKmiient . He appHed to the r^fresenta^ 
tive from his district, by whom he. was 
well known, to give him an intrpduokioii 
to the illustrious Washington, the. pieti^ 
dcint of the United States, whose ap|p!oach- 
ing retirement from public affiiirs hfd softn 
ened the virulence of his opponents, and 
was viewed with alarm and anxiety by the 
rest :dr the nation. He then had regular 
levees, or m^xnings for reoeiviiig oompanyi 
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Sit which 'the headr of departments anddRvi 
I'eigii ^iiiliters attended, together nftik 
such dtlzens as were known, or were in^ 
ttV)dttoed hy some officer of the goveni- 
ijoent Hd fived at that time in the iip^ 
per pdrt of Market-street When Edward 
and'lii9 'friend entered, they found a great 
many ah'eady assembled, in a large ovtf 
rOotn^ in which the company were staAd* 
ing around ; While the. president, in a suit 
of black velvet, with his hair powdeced 
white,^ and tied behind with a silkr l^g^ 
was it) the middle of the dhab,'ccAiviei8ing 
easily ^ahd readily with those aboutrhimi 
He found something to say to &Very bniS^ 
)and habit had enabled him to be always 
J)i^vided with easy, pertinent question^ 
without labour oir premeditattdn; / 

As k)oii a^ Edward vhuKr preaentied>««» 
^^ Yoii are' a 'son of the late xx)lon^ Gray* 
sdh I pr^iime— J see it by thelikeness» I 
hbj>e Mrs. Grayson enjoysiher health,*^ said 
he, with more of feeling than his mannidr 
commonly iildicated. ' Theii turning to' the 
i'lklnS-— ^, heobs^ed*^^* 



U0 VMixr ai^ mamuamtum 

lite ed^mAGtafmm oognmmfM M twin 
pttbf ark Ike btttjb iif PiincMbEm, w4'Wa9 
V9ry :wmr poor Jfeioer when te.ftU,*' 
11miBms«n tfaat&B te ikiviiidfs ishwe^ M 
faf had to gtf» pltofe t# ;t#0 lor three ddcr* 
Ijr gnAemfiii -who fMii^ llira |ji€ociil«r ^ 

It ims not the fii$liiflD iD May laiig» m 
thwe v«B a .cMistaot tnaewftinii nifmam 
pii^ wnA^ofmmg !dBi!ing thie. wbple tiaw 
VAmai yfm Ane, jsb thd: /the iDom wa$ 
MMtMMfy fiiU^ and yet veraaed neMiv ftv 
1||^ minutes tog^dmr^ 'to eaiuMfc pf Hit 
||Bi»iMlmchindiL He Aoogbt lie itoull 
ooiitr be tired <4xflodikig at idds» the imwt 
dlitfn0ttifthed inniif fn^agemd tii^^ 
flEff^'atehed eTery faun and n^veUient he 
mde^ o^ght eyerf mad tiiit* Idl ^mn 
his lipsy and iJieugfat iie had Achnibr aeeti w 
MMidhgrnoe aoddigniily anlked. He/Was 
8Midlgfatea^ and aean^rosiad, that be Was 
iurfMMl irhcd his tnmd, joggii^rhito^hgr 
tt^^Jtok^iaUhimAtfm tkxie ft^ivi^ 



■•- • 



Aft«r(be netimi, ' he wentito ^be>b««il* 



ttnd ikUDFB MHii0^4be'ilMtd6iiltittiilld<Mt 
ciiei3»&ig him to the ttMeufti i^d ihe^& 
htt^^ and to ^ ki^ aittriiie honfi&liieii 
btiSk&ig in ]^lrth4rlM^ and demedi h^ 
te ttagnitude snd doslliiiesft, more an ai^ 
chitectunl curiosity than any other edl&fc 
(n«fae«M;y. 

- ^ pMseda ftocial «yeaiiig with akt «r 
^ght Virginims^ who Went to «up at tht 
Indian ^een, m^Soath Seeond-street ; biit 
-wtiye he exhibited the outwaid sigaa ef 
you^ftil gaiety, his tihoii^bts weie rai^ 
Ydng tm the mekndioly Ipefemes of lilifiib 
ttily. 

He went to bed about deren, and a 
Kttte before day wad mused by a waiter 
fubfeSitog a candle, with<>-««'£Br/ilie tr^ge 
Is Kadyr and Ihe moment ^Aeiwraids 
fMttd the bktt of the horn >Aiat saiMiAi ao 
«mgMieftil unto the drowsy U^f^Skitm^ 
winter^s mormng,: but §lldNrard had hMA 
«. *« ««*»teri »d *»ugli «. «r 
mas «ometlnng sharpeir thitti lie had lieai 
MseUUrtomibd to i& WiMtaHMburi^ itb jim 
%f^iind di«He<l4»«>ftir'uikiiaie% tMl^iuft 
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^>9icft^:'hid ^4 <]C his bill^ and tm 
^leA iOrthe stage beside a &t land specu- 
)l^9 who having supplied, the Fhiladel- 
phi|PM with Ticdi. !W49{^ra lands^ ' was now 
gQipg t4p aGcomin(:jdate tkk^se who wa?e in 

When day at length dawned^ he found 
tiievg ^wfftr0 five persons^ in the stage be- 
sides tbe driver — a young lady, and a mid^ 
dlfi aged mdn beside him, who proved to 
ibe a gceat mechanical genius from Con- 
necficuty oivbo had coipeon to getapi^ent 
for ifl brick-makiqg machine ; he was also 
a zealous democrat, and very gallant to 
j^h^lady, whose escort he ^ offered to be. 
•The others were a speculator in land from 
JBicbmond, and a ^student of Princeton 
,ii!^ll^ge^ ; from Maryland, who had been 
AoddUiog. all the nxoming, but who made 
#qaple amends for his past silence as soon 
as^sjpyes were fairly opened. 
..; JScbiritrd maintained a cautious fescfve; 
but :tl^§,Marylander flew from subject t0 
^bjoQl, qntil he unconsciously strudc upon 
fL siripg which awakeoed all our troyeUer*! 
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'ifttontion^ though he was probably the 
only person in the stage who paid any re- 
giard to it. When the * speculator won- 
dered that he had come so far to attend 
college; and why he had not stopped in 
Virginia, the youth began to rail out very 
freely against William and Maiy; He 
said the professors were inen of no talents, 
their books' were obsolete, their apparatus 
not fitted to illustrate modern discoveries, 
and that the town was filled with old 
maids, or young girls sent there to catch 
rich students; that twelve out of sixteen 
in one boarding-house were either married, 
or about to be so, at the last sessions that 
a geiitlradan from New- York had sent his 
son there to divert -him from an impru- 
dent connexion, and that he had foirmed 
one a great deal • worse ; ' but thM his fa- 
t^r had lately succeeded in getting hiriti 
back, and was going to maity hibi to his 
first Idve, whose father, not long sinde a 
bankrupt, had^ by a lucky turn of fortune, 
got rich. 

VOL. ni: K * 
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Wluk this youth wa$ihmigivmg:mstA 
to whatever came u{qpemioatf Edward was 
on thorns ; he was unwilling to enter inl^ 
an altercaticm with, one fiir. whom h& felt 
no respect, as he did not wish to discover 
himself; and yet waa a&aid that the free* 
dom with whic^ the young man apoke^of 
all persons and things, and the hieedli^ 
facility with which he Uended tr\Uh aod 
falsehood, would compel him to give a 
ch?c)c to his censorious, levity. But as 
nime of the company made aia^ commi^^ 
on this episode, its loquacioua authc^* ^9$|i| 
passed on to some other subject. 

They dined at Trenton, and stayed, lit 
Frinoebon that night The. n^t miming 
they found some change in the passengRinSt 
The lady bad eomfjaio^ of fati^^S,. and 
said she should, remain in. 'Brrnxs^n tiU 
the next stage; the student of coai!se.JEe»' 
mained at his colfege., There/ wft»> jbowr 
ever> an accession of two mQve ,stud^ta» 
going to pasa some^day^ in NjSi9hYi9dD 
They entertained the company witir^ cc^ 
lege anecdotes — talked politics with; the 



VALLEY OV SHBNANDOAH. 195 

specalator-^abufied the British treaty — 
complknented : Mr. JefFecsofi*— execrated 
the eleetora m Virginia,, by whom he had 
lost his electi!im-*-and the next evening 
tbey Ti^aciied Faulus Hcx^ opposite to 
Ne3v-York, ja$t afi^er candlelight. The 
twinkling of Uie numerous li^ts in the 
city made a very gay and striking apf- 
pearance, and gave perhaps a livelier im*- 
pnession of the active population which in- 
habits it than a view by day, because it 
is ntore picturesque; Grayson readied the 
Tontine G)fi^House, in Wall-street, 
about nine o'clock. With some difficalty 
he made one of the waitcars attend to^ his 
wants; and having taken a cup of tea, he 
ireticed early to rest, to refresh himself b& 
ter a fiiiiguing and uncomfortable journey 
of nine days. 

The speculator finding from some ex- 
pressions whidi Edward had dropped that 
he was from Virginia, was at first disposed 
to shew him attention, and to aid him 
with} the advice wfaieh it wai» evident h? 
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wanted; but. as he had several. titxies ret^ 
inforced the Mary lander, when too hard 
pressed^ by his adversary, in reprobation 
of the British treaty, he conceived such a 
prejudice against him, such was the forc^ 
of political intolerance at that time, that 
he was very cold in his civilities, and was 
put down at a . boarding-house in . WalU 
street as. soon as they arrived, and £d^ 
ward never saw him afterwards. 

He had learned in Philadelphia that his 
false friend was then in the city of New- 
York, and he determined to try. what 
temperate measures would do, before he 
proceeded to harsh ones. His first object 
was, to ascertain where Gildon. could be 
found. His father resided in Albany,, and 
Edward did not know at what hotel or 
boarding-house the son might be. then 
staying. At length, remembering to have 
heard Gildon speak of a Mr. James Cox, 
at whose house he. was. intimate, he. called 
for a directory, and. found there, were four 
persons of that name.. He thought lie 
would inquire at the house of the one most 



VALLEY OF: SHENAKDOAH. 197 

likely to be Gildoh's friend, and seeing 
one of thetn had no. designated occupation, 
Edward set him down for a gentleman, 
and accordingly went to his house, far up 
Greeiiwich-street, then containing but a 
few scattering houses. ' To save time, and 
prevent the mistakes which the irregula- 
rity of the city is so apt to cause in a 
stranger so, little conversant with crowded 
streets as himself, he called for a hackney 
boach, and having directed the coachman 
where to drive, he was immediately whirl- 
ed ' along from the Tontine, by • many 
windings and turnings, to the place re- 
quired. Edward had expected to see an 
degant mansion, and had supposed the 
gentleman had wished to avoid the dust 
and bustle of the more crowded part of 
the city. He was conducted, however, 
to a amsil wooden house, with a piazza 
from one end to the other ; and behind it 
was a garden, ccHitaining two or three 
small suinmerhouses, in. a very disinan- 
tied condition. The whole 4iad the air of 
a house of entertainment of scHue sort. 
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tiiDttgfa there "wtt iio^sigD befon tiic 
Two «r three liien of oFdiri«ry >qppea»Bce 
were in the front room^ before a coal five^ 
playing backgammon. Ad&sssing hiHH* 
self to a dirfy-lookmg servant gkl wha 
came out, heaaked if Mr«Cox iras at home? 

*' No, he's bden gone these two i3^&J* 

« When wiU he retnm?" 

^ That's wore than I oah^y; he said 
be might be back last ^nigfat.'' 

'' Doss a gentfonan by the name of 

Oildon v«t here ?" 

*' Ay, ihat^'what he does; and 'Other 

gentlemen too.** 

1 " .Wd^ give tins <i«d to Mr..Coxwhc» 

he retoma," said Edward, leaving hifcinrai& 

and aitdre^, ^ifnd drerve dff— *He«'4«ide'<iie 

^oa^hman, l^ way * of finding htibsrtf An- 

pteyment, drive i>ut»fiiither in thei^ame 

Airedion, niid bring him book. b{;^a difie* 

«ent fotite, that ite tnight>iae ^souetbong 

more of the dty, wfewe singdlarl^r ka|^ 

pi)fl«tio», between two sttdi noble pihoea 

^ water, he admired, exceedhigfy. The 

eMdioiMi wfth^ilaerity oteyed his;«ot^ 
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MMidfi^'aild whifik^ Uim'at a pnStty brisk 
Bate tewardfi^^ie Bdwoy^-then across to 
tiicr £as|cAiv€aE^r«ad tiienee^ by several 
■iM&ders» kitoPeai^stratt^ tobisiiDteL 

Bdward^asked hist ebai^ey and be said, 
whatever the. gentleman diose--*but he 
suppoaed ibreid dellars in all would not be 
too much. 

£dwm?d, who had .oever eontested a ImU 
in im h£e, felt unwiiying to do so in a 
stranger f)lael^» especially now that he knew 
himself poor; he paid it in silenoe» but 
thought if bis expences should prove of a 
pieoe^ with^his^ he^ would socm he penny- 
kss, ilr^a: pkieein^ whi<di;>he'kBew<4Hit one 
individiiid, froegt iWkombothinjg^ eoUld have 
iodiieiMl'hiih'toMcept a £ivour* 
' Ile'^'Wbiit into the krge'toom c£ ^eco^ 
fiie4i0i«ie, and-sawrji thsrag of ^penoiis« 
talking ^td'ws and politics, leading news* 
|Mipetii^ looking 4lvBr Mate of anivris or \m* 
|Mitalkina*Nfen|p!ogsingwpu»iiite to those 
Migi^gail w >^m, ibtBt^fettsign ^ and i miim^ 
paitaiitffi(>(£dwaid. rHefelttitterljr>iikyU 
lasa aad^ Aiffon^ «aBd r ^ocmld scarodijr lia¥e 
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thought it possible that he could have be^gr 
any where in the. United States, and seen 
90 many persons in earnest conversation 
on subjects in which he could take so littie 
interest. He t walked about some time, 
and recollecting he was in a oo£Pee-house, 
with great • simplicity called for a cup of 
coffee. The bar-keeper, respecting Ed* 
ward's appearance, and seeing that he was 
a gentleman, imaiediately directed one o£ 
the waiters to bring the gendeman a cup 
of coffee. . . : . , 

'. ** Where. will y oil have it, w?'- ;- 
* ." In my room. No. 36, if you please." 
' The obsequious waiter Btared,4ooked at 
Edward with an inquisitive glance, and 
disappeared. He then seated himself in a 
chair in a corner, where he sat observing 
the fac^s of those who came to. the bar, 
and by-and-by <8aw a thick, well-set man, 
with a great quantity of. hair, plaited aiid 
fkstened behind with a large comb^ booted 
and spurred, and having a heavy iwhip in 
his hand, go to the bar, and, looking at a 
card, ask if Mr. Grayson of Virginia was 
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within ? Edward immediately stepped for- 
ward/ and lieing told the stranger's name 
was Cox, asked him into his room. When 
there, he hegan to apologize to Mr. Cox 
for the trouble he Had given him. 
• " Oh, don't say a word of that/my dear 
fellow; it'i^ all the same to me, here as 
there ; but we should have been more 
iniigat my quarters in Greenwich^ — what 
«ay you? Let's adjourn.*' 

Edward looked at him, and suspecting 
•some mistake, began to explain. The 
other, who had been rummaging an inside 
^eket while iie'was speaking, npw'drew 
out a pack of cards, and without noticing 
Edward'ii' attempt at explanation; saidr*- 
''* You see, Mr. Grayson, I coihe provided ; 
but pray what's your game?" 

Edward's blood niounted into his cheek, 
'and with a look of an^r and contempt, 
TepHed— " Why, sir, what do you take 
"me to Be?" 

The other stared in his turn.— .** What 
do I take you fpr ? why a thorough-bred 
Virginian. Is this ydur card T 

K 3 ^ 
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'' Wd^ and what couia I: fliiBk yco 
left it for^biiltolMivealiltlesqport? >A«id 
I tBoiigfat if ytra ^mnted . to meet meieit 
your own ghnmd^ FdlsUw^fou I W«9n?t 
lAtid ; httt then yma: aeed f ^i wfitli my 
mvn weapons^"" tiUng'iil) the efti^s^— '*'or 
tmrn and turn alx>ut» thal;'^ fair.*' 

*^Sir, I 'wmt£Ml to : inquire s^r a Mr. 
Gildon of this state.; I knew him to be 
irettaoquaiilted widb 9|)^wib^y<Mirrfiame» 
ioid supf^iriingiycMi weie the p6Moii» I eaHed 
at your hfooise to loake 4te in<|uiity/* 

^ I knowfiolSikig about yefir Gelding^*^ 
aaid the other, itith tbat sort ^cf forced 
kogh with which a laan backa a had. pon 
-p-^he'd not beien found by me---«nd if 
you don't like to try yMir haad, or these 
.books dlofi't sait you« Uiere's^naharm done. 
But I can tell you, mister^ you broke up 
a merry set that was J¥»st seated^ mhm 
they brought me this bit of pasteboard ; 
taad I'd advise you beiieafter to be sure oi 
h^mht card hi&m you play if 

^ Tm sorry, on naove^daounts ibasMie^" 



nUtAs jf bift I want iia adfvjwrfioin 7oq» 
«ld't^i97tMli^ iioiie^»aifiDl either ypa \Qil 

BUry^mid'my&itakBmiimf^^ no 

iMti, 'dinnbevfaut I:flooriL.to sla^ in any 
^atkHEMts ixxka nrhen I'm not wdl«> 
odme '^mtd ptfttiiiglheJCBnis inliii^KiolDet^ 
walked : out '• with a ; swapper, ^mattering 
sonetlBng'abQut '* Visgiiii^ dooa^^tlieiiet* 
tet fiv a.little ennyii^/' 

JSdmutd uraa^nttlyytacnrtified a«d dh* 
affD^tied.; . tfaaagfa at ^another Jsme be 
zmg^havt beeiijdi¥€Eted At theinoideDt 

.Aftoaome I little delaj.Jie^wi semred 
aakh the i»ffiee he Imd. ordered, vtteh Jm 
.founds on ^rnqpoiy^: tHwy menejnot .in itfaa 
Jiahit o£ finnmihinft ^cmaepfciat^lwwkiist or 
«qpper.^ :Wlale ^ was .drinking it, a 
jMHater: «aiBe in and aaid~^. A gQOileaEian 
wialraa tD^apeak withyoi^ aur/' 
. 1' ^ksk ^him in." ..On ^looking towaids 
4iie ikmv bis eym woire. greeted with the 
aight ii£n young mff^ianfc AaatiEi^dmik, 
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with whom he indeed had of\en 4€^t; and 
greatly .esteemed, but had no particular 
intimacy. He. never had before, expe- 
rienced 80 much pleasure. from^ meeting a 
friaid. Mr. Young, though not .equally 
delighted,, was in truth very much pleased 

to see. him. He toldJBdward that he had 

« - ^ ' '- 

come on to New- York in September to 
purchase goods, but had been jseized jvith 
the yellow, fever, from which he.. had a 
fiarrow escape ; that he .had been . com* 
pleting his purchases since his recoveiry, 
and on looking over the list of persons in 
the house, in the book kept for. that pur* 
pose at the bar, and sedng Mn^Grayison's 
name, he thougbt he would . satisfy him- 
sdf whether he was the person, .and .was 
delighted that he had found him out 
% The merchant then pfuised,; and. expect- 
ed that Edward would be equally commu- 
nicative. . The latter was indeed so pleased 
at meeting with one whom he knew from 
chis own ^pounty, 'that he, regarding Mr. 
Young as a particular friend, briefly re- 
Jated to him the object of Jiis errajid; sp& 
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teningthe disagreeable parts of the affair as 
much.as he could, consistently with the 
truth/ and acquainted, him with . hi»: pre« 
sent difficulty of finding Gildon in such a 
crowded . place. .Young smiled,, and said 
that diiBculty .n^ight be, easily overcome 
by one acquainted with the city ; and hav- 
ing obtained the very slender clue that 
Edward was able to give, he took a mfe. 
morandum, and said he had no doubt he 
•would in the course of the next day ascer- 
tain whether Gildon was "now in the city. 
. They continued toother in Edward's 
room talking about Virginia and Frede- 
rick, .w.ith a patriotic interest which, is 
known only to persoijs abroad, , until past 
midnight; and when Young got up. to re- 
tire; Edward 'would have tried to detain 
Jiim yet longer, if Ire had not recollected 
that his compariion was i^ man of business, 
and could not take from the next day 
what he borrowed of the preceding night. 
The following day Young, who knew 
what inquiries to make, and of whom to 
make them, soon ascertained that the 
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sMrine^tticfrtiKtttlt in PeiilMrtieeki fant-nlw 
litifd Itttely^ built a hdutein Broad wajr; :a* 
he ^Md 'Mr. 6iUcm ^eM '^iteNwted ;» 
MMfte^fiireignflrlventuiie^. MehaAmsoagd^ 
higly'vi»H;ed that Mf.Cos^ and kontt fln* 
talm ^t GKldcn was theniiti the lutf, bat 
€St{]ie(M)i0d to Jttirt^ it in ttit ordKeedagrB; 
«id that be lodged at Mmi^^^^-^^^Xwaopfiie 
Sbttery. 

- -QfsLywa, <a6* soon as faeiraoaii/^ tibboai^ 
tdligeiK^ frmi Ma friend^ « $et xMt for fitk 
de^V lodgings^ Md^nd lie 3im& out He 
learned * on^ inqoivy that i he would fvo- 
hMf he in at dinn^ at tbree o*clock. 'He 
cdfed at that bour, mvdr&lding^^ GiUkm 
wa^ ivtthin, in^>vdei- to avoid the endriur- 
tttMment of a - meeting: im dub pveaence of 
ethers, he^gave tbd seit^ant^a slip of paper» 
on which wias vrritteir mih a rpeneil» UtB/t 
^ £• G. wished to have aki faitevview witii 
J. G. Atnay^^ee the ktter would a^ 
point.'* The servant was (pone^hmger than 
istemed neeessary, ^atid > returned witii .an 
answer on lihe'simie'paperi that ^ X GMMon 



e'doek^aaitetfit fitt ecfifee^EEmiie^^Aiidtrthftt 
ilii Qfa3m«f fadg|blfiQ<jfiiir&iftfr hiia^t^tfaf 

tMbtf)Agitale4 |wevtete4'hilii AaRi^^ed^qg^ 

'HSKTrJbonr at Ibogthanriyed^a^oufibiqg 
ilk riahig^ iad^Mion^ fidwuvd went to 
Aie place dppo^ted,'andiiikquiriDgat<the 
ittf far Mn Gfifion^^tfai W4ceeper^d^lh9 
^vterdot'hiftlid Kouse, inait'lAfttr:he had 8&nt 
«>TlMer lo* lie -deli veted io a geRllei»aB 
•^owBsexpecbed ta^U.for luik^ and pr&- 
adtmofg^ hiinto lie the per9en,f it was >del»- 
-vercd ' to 4i«i. I tmit in ;th£se wwds :*^ 
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^'Por^< in spite of 'appearamw 
«ut!h I' feei'mymW*to be, and so I would 
«t!S' be wnsUiidped bf you, I have notint- 
iended y^M^WiOOtdmg to^poHitmenty he- 
'dEifise i tfllosght^it'niore^radent^until'w^ 
<titiderMwd"£acii otkeTrtiiatroaHiitdreoiiiBe 
«boi^ be ^oidy in ^thmmuy. ' ^i^B» awoie 
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that you may, judging frmn appeamicea^ 
be disposed to believe that I have been a 
systematic deceiver ; but believe me, Ed- 
ward, the attachment I professed I sin- 
cerely felt, and nothing but the most crud 
necessity could have induced me to adopt 
the course I have pursued, I resisted the 
virishes of my father as long as there was a 
chance of resistance being of any avaU, 
and finding him inexorable, aiid on the 
point of abandoning me, I thought that a 
true regard for your - — — should induce 
me. to make a sacrifice of my own inclina- 
tions, and that it was better to incur the 
Uame of bad faith, than, to deserve her re-^ 
proaches as well as my own, for entailing 
on her the certain miseries of poverty, and 
the too probable chance of a bitter repent- 
ance. You are no doubt apprized that I 
liave now put it ojut of my power to change 
the course which justice and real regard 
dictated, no less than prudence; .'and v I 
trust your good sense will see, that while 
any altercation between bs cannot undo 
what is done, it may give to the afiiur 9 
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|iublicity which alL parties ought to avoid. 
Nothing shall be said ob my part that is cal- 
culated in the smallest degree to lessen the 
standing of — r— in the eyes oiF the world ; 
and if she st}stains any other injury than 
what may arise ftom b, .disappointment, 
which I trust is but t^nporary, it will ^as- 
suredly .pot be owing to me. Believe me, 
Edward, I deserve your pity rather than 
Uame. I have, never ceased to! cherish 
sentiments of exalted respect ,for every 
member of the amiable family of Beacli-i 
wood, and. I hope the time may yet come 
when. I may shew with what profound 
sentiments of gratitude and liespect' their 
hospitality, and kindness is remembered 
by their and your most obliged and de- 
voted servant, 
^ " James Gildon." 



The fiery temper of Edward could no 
longer contain itself on reading this piece 
of insolentTnockery, as it appeared to him, 
though in truth the greater part of Gil- 
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doh'9 lettei' ifw written in perfect -siluse^ 
lity. H^'slampedybit lu6)]ips»«iid oMde 
^eulations wtiidi wwe heaid by some c£ 
the bystAndeEBf wfaese inquisitive looka 
suggested 'tb biA the'iieoctaity of retiHng. 
He went ^ lib vooni, and with butti^ 
steps ipaeed it hadewafed: and fictfwani fix* 
more than an baur^ before he ae^red adkf* 
postesskifa suffideat to datermuie on 'lAie 
etefie be should porsue. vHekjiewobt 
to'wfaat Gildon dluded wiien he widlie 
bad ^put it out of bis pow^ to dtumga 
his ooarse ; bat bis fdaestment and eon^ 
femptrwerd so greats that at that tiraebe 
wodM'ivot bave cofasented iliat bis sitter 
shoold be lulled to ao 'Utter la^wivtcb* 

Eile tbeftver of bis wnitb bad sobrided^ 
Young knocked at his door, laid' bis iroioa 
being mdidognised, be .was admitted, and 
the letter shewn to him ; after which Ed- 
wacd consulted with him on the course be 
sboi^ puifHie* 
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CHAPTER VHI. 

I 

WbiIi^' the frienSsfiffe engaged in tins de- 
liberation, let us take 3 brief Tenew of 
wlmt hki beffiHenHiie in(x»9!lantfilild^ 
irfterriieJtea Stanley. lEier took i^be ^tage 
at' Stafford Court-House, ^md {>rooeeded 
an to b& father's in New- York. ' When 
he Ifefii (Liouna,- be l¥as as much attached 
t6 beif ab'>be Was capdbb of being, tfiou^ 
hefaadiosi totne por^n of the bigbVre- 
spect fae^liad prmoiisty entertained for 
her; mchi^ the suiisidsd tehdency of flHdt 
ItGfm in its aneeasang eflforts to effect diat 
Miich works ^its' own destruction. But 
faofibeauty, ber gaiMeds, arth» manneif ^ 
and^bei* dewtedaffecfeioQ^prodiiced their 
kgitilnale eflfect of ^fiBing hid heart- #itfa 
the ' mxtet aident aiMadammt ; 'imd €»' he 
bad ^rksubed I^ew^^Yfitk, he had several 
timanwjr iieiffly 'niolieedit^ and 
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y ieldinghimself to thein toxicating draughts 
of love, to forego every thing else which 
he had hitherto deemed desirable. 

He however continued to travel on, and 
when he reached the city of New- York, 
he there found his father. At 6rst he was 
Feceived very coolly, as the old gentleman 
isoon pi^x^ived that he had com^ ,on, not 
because he Was cured of his ill-fated attach-^ 
ment, but because he hoped to obtain his 
sanction to gratify it; and there' was in 
consequence but little intercourse between 
them. Mr. De Peyster was settled' in ^ 
New-York, and success continued to at- 
tend ' him in all his undertakingis. His 
daughter, who was a showy, dashing girl, 
was how thought a oipital match for any 
one, and it afforded old Gildon a, perpe- 
tual source of chagrin that his son had 
thrown away so valuable a prize. Gildon 
learnt of her eclat ais a belle and a fortune 
at 'first with^ indifference : his heart w^ 
so filled with the image of the little rural 
beauty he had left behind him, that he had 
even lost his former desire of making him* 
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self agreeable ; nor did he ever put himself 
in Miss Emily's way. Had he done so, 
the young lady would probably have re- 
pelled his advances with haughtiness, in 
revenge for former slights ; but she, who 
received homage from all quarters, was 
piqued at Gildon's indifference, and sought 
an opportunity of meeting him, and of 
adding him to the traih of her lovers. 

Having once conceived the plan, there 
was no want of schemes for putting it in 
execution. She first endeavoured to meet 
Gildon at public places ; but in that she 

failed, as he had not yet begun to fre- 

, . . . » . , • 

quent them. She tried to catch his eye 
at church, having gone to the one he usu- 
ally attended for that purpose. She tried 
also to meet him in tlie street, or on the 
promenade of the Battery, wliich is so fine 
as to tempt the citizens of eviery descrip^ 
tion at all seasons, when the weather is 
fiiie ; but all these schemes proved abortive. 
He was observed however to have become 
more lively than on his first arrival, and 
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dA9 afcertained that he had been laaakii^ 
inquiries of late about her. 

Thus foiled in all her previous attempts^ 
she adppted a morq decisive course. G^l^ 
doi> waa veiy intimate with a young man 
by the name of Cox, s(m of his &ther> 
fiiend* who was gay, lively, and dis^ipi^ 
ted, and they pass^ much of their time 
together. This young man had a sister, 
who was a hourly girl, and: had much 
of the humility that conscious plainness 
of person of^en inspirea Miss De Pey- 
ster had frequently met Miss Cox, esped^ 
ally since her father had launched once 
more into the fashicmable world, but had 
never taken any more notice, of her than 
of any other of the comm^onrfdace beings 
who were continually paasinig and repass^ 
mg h^sgare her. Sbe. however availoi 
h^rsdf of the first Oficasion^ at a. smalk oo^ 
tillion party, maw Miss Cox's readewfe, 
to cultivate her m^Maintance ; and as thb 
youug. lady f^t very vgratsfiil for the at- 
tentions ;recmed Hmm an efitabJIibed belte, 

aiid was ambitious of getting a certain 
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stMftding : rai tb^)&Qhmiil#< WQtM; there 
bettig . a: v6Ky modyr graitoatedi : soalop of 
rank ior .a> large eityy. Mite £iipfy isodh wie^ 
eeed^. to tbe u tosiosl:. extent o£ b« ^ wishes 
ia ioihtaimiig tiie good goeiees of>tbe otbesr. 
She. was firooiithatetaKie con&tuvAy' dwe&- 
ing 00: thf^ pra¥»»! ofi finnlyt I>e Beystei:, 
OHi hec " eleg^wice^ and grace;, and wit; 
a^d thenitQO»\witiiL so mvLth flattei^^aDd 
%JttenliQii» to he soi free ifioai airo/f These 
praises she took occasion to iTtter in the 
presence of GildacH ^foit TvJiofci she: felt a 
gra«b de^} of gocMl 3vdU^ . thongh she had 
neiv^r aafwred^.to ludkfia oaffiqutts6>o£Thiiii. 
At first these c«nmntti]datiAn0 were not 
heeded, hy Gildop, as the)«« weret* little 
more than what, had been idioned in* his 
eais ^om sevenL quartera^ but one 'iMHti*- 
ing the yomig lady'S|ddtobim^-~**OousiA 
JameSf" as sho^dways ealied hkn, '^iaMiss 
Gxayson aa haqdsanaeas Emily JDe Pey*- 

*' Ym, a : gpsat deal^ hmdaomer. You 
mig^^ asLW<eyi aak if a poppy is as hand- 
some as a rose*"* 
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*' Well, now, I much question it, and I 
have some reason for doing so; for tliete 
was a young g&ntlenlan here from South 
Carolina this summer, who said that Emily 
had as good features, and was so superior 
in manners and grace, that she was, be- 
yond comparison, the finest woman.*" 

** Pshaw!" said he, " some 'flattering 
coxcomb ! Do not I know them both ?*' 

" Yes, but you have no idea how Emily 
has improved.*' 

" In complexion I suppose.** 

" l^o, I am sure she does not use rouge, 
for the other day she was here, the morn- 
ing we thought there was ' snow enough 
to sleigh, and some person coming up 
stairs, I observed — * Ay,* there is cousin 
James coming, now the show is el\ gone;' 
and she turned as pale as ashes, r I am 
convinced she fe^ls her dd attachm^dt, 
and that she will never get over it. She 
is always talking of you, and sometimes 
I think it is on! your account that '^he 
seems of late to have taken such a fancy 
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to ise. . But I do not care, she is a^weet 
girl, and I am delighted with ber.'^ v 
: ** She is the veriest coqiiette in the city 
of New- York, and tiiat is a bold word, as 
tl»y say in Virginia /* 
* *^ There too I am convinced. you do her 
injustice. Has she not turned o£P every 
young man who has addressed her ? and 
I impute that also to her attachment to 
you. Before your arrival, it was generally 
thought she was to have married young 
Rutledge, from South Carolina, but she 
has finally discarded him." 

These remarks sunk deeper into Gil- 
don's mind than he seemed to admiti^or 
indeed was aware of at the time ; and he 
soon began, to think it possible, that she 
who was a coquette to others might be 
sincerely attached to him, or that she had 
in fact altered for the better in disposition, 
as all admitted she had done- in person 
and manners. He was gradually led by 
Schuyler Cox into parties of gaiety, until 
the pain of separation from the lovely 

VOL. III. L 
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Louisa grew fiunter and faintee, and lia 
was getting tb be a mere man of ploaiAiK 
when this amwrsation with Miss Cox 
took place. His fiitiler (uDwilling to at* 
tempt too violent a refiorm) was impatient 
to get him estaUished in business; and 
after looking about for some tioie with 
his usual wariness and caution, concluded 
be eould not do better than by fcmning 
the partnership that has been m^itioned. 
Wlnle he was calling in the money hB 
had Imt out» and introdudqg the aew 
house to his distant ooirespondents» Ja&^ejs^ 
his son« had Iktle else to do than to lounge 
stUj^t; and partake of the fiivobus or^ 
sensual pleasures that ware within hia 
reaeh« and to which he was further m* 
vited by the preeept and exaii^ple of 
young Cox. In this dangerous state o£ 
idleness* when the soft scenes on the She- 
nandoah» or the niga:^ impas^oned andcullr 
pable ones on the F^^tomac, wei:e fsat 
fading from his reooUecNionii or ^a^neasr^ 
bered only as i^easing dr^ms, h^ wsa 
asked by Eleanor Cqx to attend her to 



tke the«tm, to> see Mro^ Merrj^ iviho had 
nemtlf aiiired from Engkiid. As bee 
biotfaer w« iU with an iDfluenza he eould 
not ri^use; and indeed^ the little aneodotoi 
wfaieh his couffli tqld of Ecnily had now 
began to iatarestbim, and be really wtriied 
to see her, but was ashamed t^ propose it. 
When be waited on Miss Cooc in the 
evenings on' opening the door a£ the par^ 
lour, he fcwtnd there a lady alone, anil 
wb<^ to fats notunpleasing surprise^ proved 
to be Miss De Feyster hersel£ She waa 
iwtty agitated, and a^Bseted to. be more 
so. He was somewhat confused, but em- 
boldened by her apparent embaitaasment, 
and the farourable &oting he behered he 
yet retained in her heart, he accosted her 
wUfa ieq>6ct, biit with much of bis wonted 
easy assurance. 

^ fie was Imppy," he said, '^ tfa«t he, at 
latlb had an opportunity of congratulating 
her OB her retam to the city, where she 
had so many fiaends^ and ^vHiich ag^eedsa 
well with her health." 
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She made a short and guarded repiy, 
reserving herself, like a skilfiil boxer, who 
never aims a blow till he sees where to 
strike ; and added — ** I did not know that 
Eleanor expected company this evening. 
I came to take her with me to see the 
Honey-Moon." 

** She has consented to put herself under 
my protection^** said Gildon ; '* and if you 
would honour me with your company, 
we will have the satisfaction of being 
envied by half the audience, even if we 
should not be gratified with the perform- 



ance."* 



Looking in his face very significantly-— 
** I 'believe you have lost your relish for 
plays,", she remarked, ^* by your residence 
in Virginia, though perhaps this one imy 
be to your taste." 

** I find my old tastes returning Very 
fast," said h#, *^ since I have breathed my 
native air. You know I used to be de* 
voted to the drama, arid first love, they 
say, will return." 

He was not aware- of the obvious appli- 
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oaticm that ipight be made of these words 
when he used them. The moment after- 
wards» peroeiving their full import, he felt 
a slight confusion and hesitation ; but the 
current of ideas cmce put in motion, could, 
not be stopped. 

'^ I have no^faith in that," said Miss 
De Peyster. 

** I do not believe it either of your sex," 
said he. '. 

** If true at all," said she, " it is true 
<mly of them. But here comes Eleanor. 
—Why, what have you been about, you 
naughty girl? you. take as long to put on 
a tippet as I do to dress. Here is Mr. 
Gildon, who insists that he is as fond of 
plays as ever, though I believe I have 
not seen him at two since his return from 
that earthly paradise/' 

^^ You mistake me a little. Miss De 
FeysterJ I say, I think I shall be as fond 
as I ever was." 

" I will believe that when I see it." 

This partiality for the drama, by one of 
those tadt agreements that diplomatists 
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kl k>ve gnd ggUantiy 90 iirdl umlerstiuid» 
was thus made the type ^ bi» former at- 
tfudiment, and enabled them tocairf «i 
a conversattton Ui which they eould ac-* 
piess their sentimenta more fteely, and 
were quite as well understood as if they 
talked openly and directly* It hid tiie 
advantage of being taken literaUy fay Miss 
Cox md her mainma^ the daughter of a 
rich ship-chandler, of Dutch extraction* 

The play was acted h«*e for the first 
time, and was very well received, as it de-^ 
served to be. But them were few of the 
audimce who were as much gratified as 
Mrs. Cox's party* She and her daughter 
had the satisfaction of thinking thafc two 
of the most &shionable young persons in 
the oity were in their box. Emily De 
Peyster exulted at the success of her raaie^ 
and Gildon found himself pleased and 
flattered that he had ao easily reinstated 
himself in her good graces* He found 
her greatly improved in appearance ; she 
was dressed to the greatest advantiige, and 
the more as thme was an air of siosplicsty 
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and of greoeflil negligence which conceal- 
ed the labour that bad been actually be« 
irtowed in ber decoration. 

The young lady too bad become more 
an adept in disguising the thousand little 
artifices by which coquettes allure, inte- 
resty and please. During her residence in 
die country she had narrowly watched, 
said successfully imitated, those reserved 
and retiring manners which she found to 
Gcmstitate much of the charm of rural 
beauties, and which she naturally su|(posed 
had been so instrumental in gaining the 
afiection of Gildon. Amidst alt her gaiety 
of heart, whidi she could not entirely rein 
in, she was occasionally serious^ arid even 
pensive ; and as her manner was not uni- 
form, Gildon, deceived by his vanity and 
self-love, thought that her penseroso mood 
was natural, and the allegro assumed. He 
asked permission to wait on her the next 
day, to which request, with a look of welU 
feigned surprise, she assented. Their sit- 
ting in the same box, and their frequent 
conversations, evidently animated and mu^ 
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tually agreeable, were not unnoticed by 
their acquaintances/ and gaverise to many 
humorous sallies and grave remarks, most 
of which, as is usual on such occasions, 
would have given no great pleasure to the 
ofcgects of them. Between the acts,- how- 
ever, their box was thronged with the* 
young men of the dty^ who pressed round 
the then reigning belle, as uniting mc»re 
than any other the strong recommenda- 
tions of beauty, fortune, and wit, or who, 
like other light substances, most felt the 
electric attraction of fashion. The little 
divinity they had created smiled propi-: 
tiously on them all, and though she said 
little that was witty,. or intended to be so, 
but was more reserved than usual, yet as 
she waskrK>wn to be variable in her hu- 
mour and character, according to the ca- 
price of the moment, she gave no ofience. 
They contented themselves with observ- 
ing, that she was playing the jp^n^^o^o 
this evening. 

The next morning Gildon called on 
Miss De Peystcfr, and they passed an hour 
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or two very agreeably, in which their for- 
mer penchants were still spoken of, under 
the disguise of a taste for the drama. But 
the morning after he called again, when 
even this slight veil wa3 laid aside, and in 
the course of a week they both fouiid 
themselves desperately enamoured, and 
vowed eternal love and constancy. The 
young lady had not intended to go thus 
far; she wished indeed to add Gildon to 
her train-^— she even had as much partiality^ 
for him as a professed coquette is likely to^ 
have ; but she was unwilling to surrender, 
her liberty so soon or so easily ; she had 
not meant to forego the habitual triumphs 
of conquest, which she found so sweet, 
until. her captive territories should be 
wrested from her by young competitors, 
or at any rate until she found herself less 
competent to wield the sceptre. But she 
was caucht in her own snares. The meshes 
which she had so artfully woven for the* 
prey she had set her heart on catching, 
had entangled her own feet ; or, to quit 

L 8 
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the metaphor, she began to fed tibe pas- 
sion she had at first merely feigned ; and 
GOdon, who had been led on st^ by step 
by his own vanity, bis fedlity of tempor, 
ailnd natural inconstancy, became really at- 
tached to her ; and since every oonstdera^ 
tion of prudence recommended her as an 
excellent match, he was earnest' and ardent 
in soliciting her hand. Her proapects of 
ibrtune were considerable ; his metcenaij 
father would be overjoyed at the union ; 
and he himself would have the glory of 
Conquering ivhere so many had fiuled» 

Yet all this was not without many mis* 
gtvings, and compunctions vintings of his 
oonscienoe, when he thought of the sweety 
the gentle, the lovely Louisa^ wbose bean* 
ty, as well as artlessnesi^ he could not dis* 
guise from himsdf, were of far greater 
worth than the more glaring attractions of 
his countrywoman ; and when he received 
a letter from Louisa, its simple Md pa» 
tbetic complaints, and expresaons of aflfee^ 
timi and contrition, brought back his ort« 
ginal feelings almost in their original 
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foree; but these good impres&doDs vr&te 
but sbcHTt liired« The fhaciiiations of Miss 
De Feyster were opnstantly operative, and 
bis intercourse with Cox and bis gay com* 
fianioiis, aided by the force of ridicule (so 
powerful with weak minds), to cure him 
of his romantic &ncy, as they called his 
attachment to Louisa. To put an end to 
this conflict of feelings and motives, he 
pressed for an early day, and the lady 
consented to marry him early in Decern** 
ber*-«tbat is to say^ about a week after 
Edward aniyed ; and it was after tlie pre- 
liminaries were settled^ that he wrote the 
cruel lettar to Louisa that has already 
been lajid before tbe r^erj, in which^ to 
do him justice^ there was more sincerity 
than he gained credit for. 

He had received a timely intimation 
from bis frigid Mawly, that Edward had 
left Williamsburg for New* York, to call 
bim to acoountt as was supposed^ and he 
was advi^ to put himself on^ his guard. 
He therefore kept a^teady look-out, and 
learnt, the day before he received Ed* 
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ward's visit, that he was in New-York. 
He ^ould indeed have kept himself out 

of the reach of Edward's resentment, from 

• 

shame rather than fear, if he had not 4>e^n 
restrained by the same feeling of shame 
and dread of ridicule. He resolved how- 
ever to elude his adversary for the pre- 
sent, and to soften him, if possible, by fair 
words, in the critical situation in which 
he stood. 

After taking a review of Gildon's eon- 
duct. Young agreed it was that of an un- 
grateful and perfidious villain, who indeed 
merited the severest chastisement, but 
who, he was clearly of opinion, deserved 
no serious notice from Edward. But his 
friend declared that his courise was fixed 
and unchangeable, and that he would pu- 
nish such unprincipled baseness, or perish 
in the attempt ; on- which Young, finding 
him immovable, generously offered to act 
as his friend on the occasion, if he wanted 
one. The offer was gratefully accepted, 
and he wrote that night a note to Gildon, 
demanding satisfaction for the injury done 
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to his family. Young called at Gildon's 
lodgings the ' next morning about break-* 
fast-time/and asked if he was at home? 
The servant said he was not. He was 
asked when he would be ? The servant 
did not know — he supposed at dinner.' 
As Young turned from the door, suspect^ 
ing some evasion, he walked slowly under 
the parlour window, and recognised Gil- 
don's voice (for he had known him in Fre- 
derick) at the breakfast-table, with several 
other young men. He then entered a 
bookseller's shop in the same street, and 
determined, under the pretence of looking 
over the new publications, to remain there 
till after breakfast. In about an hour a 
hack drovfe to the hoiise, and lie saw a man 
hastily enter it, whom he knew to be 
Gildon. He saw the carriage drive dflP 
towards Mr. De Peyster's: he immedi- 
ately conjectured that the servant had 
been orclered to deny him, and pushing 
along as fast as he could towards Mr. De 
Peyster's, which was nearly a mile dis- 
tant, he saw; when he came into the streetj 
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the same coach, as he beUeved, returoiiig. 
He went to the house of Mr. De Feyster» 
and told one of the servants, who appeared 
at the door, that he had a letter for Mn 
Gildon, who had just gone in, whidii he 
widied to ddiver in person. The servant 
, said he would call Mr. Gildon down. BGe 
soon made his appearance, and seemed at 
ooce surprised, confused, and vexed, when 
he found that he had not been able to 
fvade his pursuar. He then oame for^ 
waid and said, bowing formally to Young 
•~*' If you have any business with me, sir, 
it must be transacted at my lodgings. I 
am a stranger here, as well as yourself^'* 

'' That certainly would have been the 
most proper place," said the other, '^ if 
you had not ordered yourself to be denied 
to me this morning when yoii were at 
breakfast. As you would not receive this 
note there, you must take It here.** 

Gildon, suspecting treachery in the sei^ 
vant^ and thinking it vain to deny what 
was so undeniable, took the letter, and oo 
>^eading it, bit his lips, and turned pale.-^ 
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•' Sir,** said he, ** do you know the con- 
tente of this letter?" 

** And do you know the risk you ruxr^ 
of being accountable for such a violation 
of the law?** 

** I have brought a letter from one gen^ 
tleman, addressed, as I supposed, to ano^ 
ther^ ssojA Young, '' and I did not expect 
to be thus questioned. Mr. Grayson will ^ 
expect your answer in the usual way;** 
and with a slight bow was about to depart 

'' Stay, sir,** said Gildon ; '' I have no 
widii to ^ve unnecessary publicity to this 
disagreeable bunness, by using the inter- 
ventk>D of a third person. I will send an 
answer by you, if you will do me the fa- 
vour of being the bearer of it** 

••Certainly, m^ 

He then a$ked Young to take a seat in 
the adjoining parlour, while he went up 
stairs to make his apology to the &mily« 
He returned in a few minutes, and taking 
Young into the next pubHo-house^ he went 
intoa priveteiocHD ; md after an abaenoeof 
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more than an hour, returned with a letter 
to Edward.—*' Sir,** said he to Young, « I 
have not accepted the invitation of Mr. 
Grayson, which must have been dictated on 
a sudden impulse ; for had he reflected on 
Hhe whole histoiy of this unpleasant busi- 
ness, as well as the consequence^ of the 
course he is pursuing, he would see'that it is 
calculated only to aggravate the evil of 
which he cofnplains, and which, from the 
bottom of my heart, I sincerely deplore.'* 

He then entered into a laboured vindi- 
cation of his conduct, by such arguments 
as he had before dwelt on with Edward, 
and urged Young to use his exertions to 
appease a resentment which was altoge- 
ther unavailing, and might lead to the 
most injurious consequences. The other 
excused himself from taking any part in 
the business, except so far as he was in- 
vited or authorized by his friend, and 
withdrew. 

Edward received his letter, which was 
a reiteration of what he had said to Young, 
with the most violent resentment-^ 
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** Aller inflictSlig/^ said he, •• injury on in- 
jury upon a family known to him only by 
their hospitality^ he refuses to give one of 
that family the satisfaction he demands. 
He first insults us, and then bids us defi- 
ance. — The villain shall not escape me." ' 
Young again endeavoured to persuade 
him thatGildon's conduct was so thorough- 
ly base and contemptible as to be utterly 
beneath his notice. He urged every argu- 
ment of which he was master^ but all in 
vain. Edward swore he would horsewhip 
him in public, let the consequence be what 
it might. He accordingly provided him- 
self with that instrument of disgrace, and 
taking with him a pair of pocket pistols, 
well loaded and primed, he sallied forth 
towards Gildon's lodgings, before which 
he walked backward and forward, seVeral 
times, in company with Young, who, find* 
ing he could neither assuage his wrath, nor 
divert him from his meditated course of 
violence, accoihpanied him from motives of 
friendship, and to prevent mischief as far 
as he could. 
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Edwmd was in audi %^fiate o£ ^secitew 
mentp tk«t he paid little Kcgard to wlii^ 
waspassmg around htm ; but Youngs more 
oool and aelf-fiofiaessed, peroeiviiii^ Uuri: 
tfaegr were eyed isather eospidoudy bjr a 
mean-loolui^ man, whom be took to be a 
eonstaUe car baslifi^ ui^ged him to change 
the courae of hia walk for a abort time at 
leaat. He thai went to the boardings 
houie, and inquiring of a mulatto servant^ 
who made Ids appearanre at the door, whei» 
ther Mr. GUdon was at home, he was again 
answered in the ne^tive* 

The feUow, after Young was gone, be- 
gan to think it; strange that two pei^ons 
should be so desirods of seeing a man who 
had been constantly going in and out, ea^ 
pecially aa he had obaenred Edward standi 
mg off in a watchful attitude, and with a 
lowering look, and conceiving that, mis- 
chief might be intended, concluded it beat 
to disclose what had passed. Accordingly, 
when Gildon came home, aa he did at a 
late hour, in a hade, Thomson, as the ma»> 
latto called himself followed him to hi& 
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room> and gav^ faim a recital of what had 
occurred^ for wMeh Gildon thanked him^ 
and gave him a gratuity; He sent fw Cox 
early the next mocnks^ und acquainting 
bim with the occuivenc^ ocmsulted him 
an the eouiaie he slKmld pursue. Cox, 
who, amid all his disisipation, was not witb- 
oat spirit and ftmily {»ide, advised bim 
to accept Edward's du^Denge; w» if it 
was now too late for that, to thix>w hims^ 
in the way of a pers<»aL reneount^.— 
'f These chapa have been so accustomed ta 
lord it over their slaves, that they think 
they are to do as they please every where ; 
but rd soon teach them the difference, if 
I was in your case,'' 

But Gildon, though not defictent in per- 
sonal counige, was unwilling to take either 
q{ these steps» He hated to c(mfix>nt £d* 
ward's honest indignation, and still more 
to give puldidty to an affiiir, which he was 
conscious would he regarded as a violation 
c^ the dictates of honour, friendship, and 
hospitality, and would cover him with dis- 
grace. He thesefwe detennined to avoid 
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a meeting if possible ; but if one should 
ensue, to be prepared for it. 

Cox was accordingly dispatched to pro- / 
cure him a dirk ; and he was already pro- 
vided with an excellent pair of pocket 
piistols. Thus armed, he also thought it 
advisable to remain at home the rest of the 
day; but in the evening, knowing that 
he would be expected at Mr. De Peyster^s, 
as iisual, and fearing the disgrace and ridU 
cule that would be attached to his loi^ger 
staying at home, he ordered a hackney*-' 
coach, and rode off without interruption. 

Edward, who had changed his lodgings 
to the hotel, for the purpose of profiting 
by the first opportunity of meeting his 
enemy, had kept within sight of the bar, 
looking every moment at the door in the 
expectation of seeing his agent come in 
to give the information agreed on, nor did 
he abandon all hope of receiving it until 
late at night The next morning, after 
waiting some time, he grew impati^it, 
when Young went to Gildon's * boarding- 
house, and knocked at the door ; aftier. 
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some time, another servant capie out, who 
said Mr. Gildon was not within, and im^ 
n^iately withdrew. While he stood 
fretting at thus being sported with by one 
servant or the other; a gentleman wa}ked 
out ; and Young, a<]^ressing him pcd^tely, 
ai^ed if Mr. QildQn was within, observing 
that there seemed to be some mystery on 
the occasion with the servants, as. he qpuld 
not obtain the liecessary informatiQn, from 
them. The gentleman expressed his sur- 
prise at what he heard, and told him that 
Mr. Gildon had just gone into his room, 
and that he would make free to take him 
up,, if his busine$s .was. pressing. . Edward, 
who had approached the door during this 
conference, foigetting every thing but the 
dictates of vengeance' at the time, advan* 
ced and said — ^* You will confer a great 
favour on me, sir, by shewing me to Mr. 
Gildoo's room." But as he and the stran- 
g^r were turning to go up stairs, Youngy 
whispering a few words to Edward, rcr 
mindefd himof the danger and impropriety 
of such a step ; and having succeeded in 
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stopping^ hkn, he said ak>ud*-^^* Mr. GU^ 
don is probablj engaged at this time, bjf 
theseirant's denying he was at honie; ¥r^ 
can call again by-and-by^ when he may be 
more at leisure f and thanking tlie gen<- 
ilemm, they wished him a good-mormngi 
Convinced now tiiat no reliance ww to 
be placed on the information obtained fiom 
the servants, Edward determined to keep 
watdi and ward for himself, in spite of his 
friend's renewed remonstranoes, at a small 
distance from the house, until the obfect of 
his resentment should make his appear- 
ance. After walking to and fro more than 
an hour in the cold, for it was a shar]^ 
frosty morquig, and seeing nothing of Gil- 
don, Edward's anger began to subside into 
contempt On further reflection, too^ on 
tiie course he was pursuing, he enteitained 
more serious doubts of its propriety. I^ 
in a pereomd conffict, brought on by his 
attack, he thought, he should chance to 
take GOdon's life, the laws would un- 
doubted pronounce him guilty of mur- 
der, nor would bis eonsoMice absolve him 
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altqgirtber from its guilt ; he of»uld have 
no certsiDly of inflicting the disgrace be 
meditated^ eioqpt by the 8««ii^aee of 
arms; and if the ^ath of hifi^ adversary 
diottid ensue, after thus lying in wait &x 
hkaif it would have the air of an assassina^ 
tion, at which his proud and^ honourable 
mind revolted. _ The interest which ^ his 
moliier and Matilda -had in his salety 
virould have strongly enforced these argu« 
ments, hut» by a detet mined ^ort, he 
would not allow his mind to dweU ufion 
that subject. > 

While he was occupifd with tb^c^ re« 
flections. Young, who had gone to see first 
about some business of bis own^ and then 
to the post-office^ returned, and brought 
him a letter from Mal^da, which was in 
liiese wordas^*** 



^^ BilAlt EDWAHI), 

^^ Since we heard of your depar- 
ture from Wittiamsbufg finr New*York, 
circumstances have developed themselves 



/ 
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to prove that Mr. G— — is as unworthy of 
the journey you have taken, as he is of the 
regard of your sister ; and I have no doubt 
I shall in time make her sensible of this; 
but real afibcdon is not easily ^radicated 
from a woman's heart. I write this, then, 
my dear Edward, my most valued friend, 
to conjure you to bestow no &rtlier 
thought or consideration on one every way 
so unworthy of you. Silent contempt, 
believe me, is the only course consistent 
with what you owe to yourself and your 
family. Oh, Edward! remember the high 
and important duties, I beseech you, which 
you are now called upon to perform. A wi- 
dowed mother, an orphan sister, have no 
other protector but you ; and I trust I too 
have some claims, on your prudence, and 
some influence on your conduct. If I 
have, let it be shewn in your instant com- 
pliance with my earnest injunction, to re- 
turn immediately to Virginia, and prose- 
cute those studies . which are so essential 
to your own success in life, the welfiue of 



VALLEY OF SHENANDOAH. 241 

your family, and the happiness of your 
own faithful 

** Matilda." 



After he had read the letter, he shewed 
it to Young, whom he now regarded as a 
confidential friend, and observed — " I 
really begin to think the cowardly villain 
is beneath my notice." 

Young thought this a favourable time 
to reinforce his former arguments, and 
Edward finally consented to change Ms 
course, and content himself with publish- 
ing Gildon to the world as a poltron and 
a villain, which was immediately done by 
placards stuck up in the Tontine Cofiee- 
House, and two or three other public 
places. 

Although these were quickly removed 
by Gildon's friends, or some peaceable ci- 
tizens, who disliked what had a tendency 
to disturb the public tranquillity, yet they 
were sufficient to give publicity to the af- 

VOL. III. M 
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fair» and to furnisli ample matanals for the 
gossip of the city. 

When Gildon found that he was held 
up to public scorn, and that the notoriety 
he so much dreaded was given to what all 
the world would call bis dishonourable 
condttct> in the fir^t instanoeb and the 
greater part of it his cowardice afterwards, 
\ke repented that he had not accepted JSdk 
ward's challenge at once ; and under the 
disgrace which the ^ory, now circulating 
ivith a thousand exaggerations and distor* 
tion^f heaped upon him^ he almost felt^ iA 
his turn, the resentment of an injured 
man. His success with a reigning belle 
m&de him an cbje^ of envy moreover 
with a number of young men# who exult- 
ed in his .present difficulties^ and jreadilj 
propagated every injurious rumour con* 
cerning him. Young, who was exten- 
sively acquainted with the mcarcantBe 
part of the dty^had told of hiB ev^gB^* 
ment to [x>uisa«<«af her beauty and $west^ 
ness^nw^f the character and standing of her 
family— of its hospotality to Gildon, and 
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pf hw coming to New-York; under the 
pretext of soliciting^ his father's consent to 
his marrif^e. 

. Several of the citizens, either because 
they were incensed against Gildon by this 
tale of baseness and perfidy* or from the 
g^perous motive of giving countenance to 
an injured and a friendless stranger* sought 
Edward's acquaintance; and his handsome 
person* cultivated talents* and very digni*- 
fied manners* never failed to make those 
respect him for hia own sake who had at 
first shewn him dvility from some ex- 
tdnsic motive. 

Amidst the buzz of rumours which 
were in circulation* one was* that the 
young Virgiijian meant to horsewhip GiK 
don whenever they met; and another was* 
that Miss De Peyster was so gresitty mofw 
tified at the want of gallantry in her 
lover* that she had broke off the match. 
These reports* as is usually the case» were 
pertly true and partly false. Edwards as 
we haive seen* once had the intention of 
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making a personal attack; but afterwards 
declined it ; and Miss De Peyster had not 
discarded ber lover; but her pride had 
been so mortified at the disgrace he had in- 
curred, that she had postponed their mar- 
rifige until be could clear up the imputa- 
tions against his character, which, she said,, 
were not more inconsistent with his ho^ 
nour, than with the account he had given 
her of his conduct towards Miss Grayson^i 
If at any place of fashionable resort Oil- 
don happened not to be present, it tvas 
immediately whispered by his enemies,^ 
that he was afraid to shew himself ; and 
not a few mischief-loving idlers and street 
loungers busied themselves in reporting^ 
the alleged taunts, or threats, or abuse of 
the parties, for the purpose of bringing 
about a meeting between them. 
' Cox, who was more in the way of hear- 
ing these rumours, insisted with his kins- 
man that it was indispensable for him to 
prove to the world that he had not refused 
to meet Grayson from pusillanimity, biit 
from the generous motive of forbearing to 
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inflict fuHher injury on a family whose 
feelings he had already been the unwilling 
instrument of woitriding, 

Goaded thus by the dread of public 
shame and ridicule, the fear of losing hiis 
mistress, and by resentment at the imme- 
diate cause of his vexations, he resolved, 
after three or four days, that he would no 
longer shun the places of public resort, 
but go well armed, and prepare himself 
for the worst In the mean time, the civil 
authority, hearing some of the reports 
in circulation, was disposed to interfere to 
prevent the threatened mischief; and the 
peace-officers were instructed to arrest the 
young men, and bring them before a ma- 
gistrate, if there should be the least symp- 
tom of disorder at a political meeting 
•which was that day to take place at a 
hotel in Broadway, whereit was rumoured 
they would both probably be. Gildon 
had gone there, in company with Cox, 
and seeing nothing of Edward or his 
friend, they, and the small party which 
jiuppprted them, exulted at this refuta«> 
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tioh of the dander that had beto circula- 
ting against Gildon; and to make ttieir 
triumph more complete^ they determined 
to walk down Wall-street towards the 
I'bntine OofFee-House^ and mingle in the 
crowd which assembled there every day at 
that hour, among whom they would be 
certain to find one, and proibably both. 

Edward having now staid in New- York 
as long after he had puldished Gildon as 
the most fastidious honour ctould requhre^ 
iiegan to think of returning to Virginia. 
He had passdd the early part of tbemoRK 
ing in writing to his mother and Matilda^ 
after whidi he took his customary wdk 
with his friend Ytoung; and when, on 
thm return, they had got within twetnty 
yards of tiie coffiee-faouse, Gildon and Gotc, 
walking arm4n-arfn, were jdst leaving tibie 
crowd, and were chuckling and exulting 
^t their &ncied success. Edw^od, who 
was the first to perceive them, boifittg 
^ith itidignation at the sight of the m-^ 
thor of so niuch misery to his family, so 
apparently happy and triumphant in hii 
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viUany^ forgot his ptevious determination, 
and running up to him, 'said — *^ ViUaii^ 
take the punishment of a eoward, since 
jrou ivould not risk that which may be 
inflicted oa a man of spirit !** and gave 
him several strokes with his cane. 

Cox, disaigagkig himself, cried— ^ Close 
with him-^dose with him, Gildon T 

The latter, recovering from his first sur«- 
prise, did so; and being somewhat stron« 
ger in the arms, was about to wrest the 
cane from Grayson's hand ; but he, letting 
go tiie cane, took out one of his pistols, at 
the sight of which Gildon dievr his dirk, 
and as a last effort of self^preservaticm, 
stobbed the unfortunate Edward to the 
heart, whose pistol going off at the same 
time, wounded his antagonist slightly in 
the arm. 

Edward reded, and was fidling, just as 
Young, who, as wdl as Cox, in the first 
surprise, knew; not what part to act in 
tliis deadly oonffict, received him in his 
arms. He baiely was able to say<~*^ Hea» 
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forgive me^I am a dead man — ^my 
poor — mother !** and expired. 

The report of the pistol brought great 
numbers to the spot. There were indeed 
^several present before they had drawn 
their weapons; but the fear of , receiving 
injury, and that suspension of the facul- 
ties which sudh scenes occaaon with the ' 
generality of men, prevented any one 
from interfering, until interference was 
useless. The crowd in a populous city is 
con&tanliy receiving new accessions, until 
the number of those whose cunointy is sa- 
tisfied is equal to those with whtom it is 
yet keen. A constant buzz of inquiry ran 
through the crowd, while niany told what 
they had seen or heard from eyewitnesses, 
and made out stories that bore little re^ 
semblance to the truth. Some saw the 
murderer in a green coat and yellow top 
boots give the first blow, and then draw 
his dirk and stab the deceased three times. 
Others saw the deceased cock his pistcd, 
and snap it twice before it went off, or the 
other drew bis dirk. So various and so 
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tontradictory were the accounts of the by^ 
standersy that it would have been impose 
able for a stranger to have, ascertained the 
particulars of the afiiray on the very spot 
where it took place. 

Gildon was immediately taken into 
custody, and carried before a magistrate^ 
f<^owed by a large crowd of the rabble ; 
while the body of the ill-fated Edward, 
attended by a more numerous and respect- 
able, multitude, was carried to the co£fee^ 
house. His handsome features, unchanged 
in death, except as to paleness, and his 
genteel dress, profusely stained with his 
blood, greatly increased the favourable 
prepossessions of the bystanders ; • and the 
narratives given of the rencounter were, 
nearly all, more or less coloured by the 
lively ^ pity which his youth, beauty, , and 
untimely end, contributed to excite. 

Eyeiy proper respect was paid to his 
remains by Young, assisted by some of 
the most respectable persons of the city. 
They were deposited in the jsouth«west 

M 3 
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comer of Trinity Chinchyardt and the 
yoang men of tbe dty placed a marUe 
slab over them, as a tribute of hoqii- 
tality to virtue and mifidSDitune; and in 
raising the fund for tbe purpose, it was 
observed, that among the most liberal 
subttribers were the dtscsarded lovers of 
Miss De Feyster, so mixed are the nxv 
. tives of all our actions, whether good or 
bad This memorial, so honourable at 
once to its authors and its object, may be 
yet seen in a mouldermg states almost bid 
by the rank grass which surroumpk it. 

The painful task of communtcating this 
mournful occurrence to Gmyson's firiends 
devcdved <m Young. He s^ dewn, and 
made several attempts to write, first to 
Mrs. Grayson, and then to migoc Fawk- 
ner ; but he finally declined it, cbndudiii^ 
that as he shoidd set out immediately for 
Frederick, it would be better to be the 
bearer of the melancholy tidings lumselfl 
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CHAPTER IX. 



This tale of the ruin of a once prosparous 
and respected family draws to a close. 
Young, having paid off the bills for the 
funaial expences with mercantile punctu*' 
ality and exactness, set out in the stage 
for the south, and proceeded without de- 
lay to Alexandria, where he found ik> 
difficulty in sending Up his baggage by a 
waggon to Frederick, and of hiring a 
horse for himself. His object w«s to go 
directly to the house of Mr. Trueheart, 
icnowing his intimacy with the Grayson 
fimoil^^, for the purpose of commtinieatkig 
the melancholy tidings. Not finding him 
at hbme, he proceeded to Mrs. Gray sdii% 
new residence, and met the worthy man 
on his return from t}ie visit which has 
heen mentioned. 

The barrkfter was pleased to see him. 
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and congratulated him on the recovery^ pf 
his health, and return to Frederick, but 
was struck with the seriousness of his 
countenance, and the solettinity of his 
manner. — ** Yes, sir," said he, ** I return 
in good health myself, but am the bearer 
of meknchcdy tidings to jsome of my Fre- 
derick friends." 

••Why, whafs the mattet?" said the 
old man eagerly ; '' has, any thing happc^i^ 
ed to Edward Grayson ?" 
: •' He lost his life in a scuffle with Gil- 
don." 

** Oh, the viper ! were you present ?" ^ 

*^ I was, sir; I cau^t him as he fell, 
and I waited to attend his funend*" 

•* Why did you not take the villain's 
1^ before he tould have perpetrated such' 
an' act? — ^Alas! alas! this unes^pected 
stroke of fate must overwhelin his p<Mt 
mother, who has supported herself undar 
unexampled calamity with the pati^ee of 
an angel. The ways <^ Heavai are dark 
and unfathomable: here is a family, j90& 
.iesiriag every virtue and graces iitt^ to 
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eiijoy happinei^ and oomfoM b^yoti^ any 
Qtb^r I evet knew, that are Overwhelmed 
with every spepies of affliction<~deat)if 
sickness^ poverty, -treachery of iriendiS: 
but it is not for us to arraign what we 
cannot Understand: the ivhdie worlds 
and all it contains, is an inexplicable iny&« 
tery.— -But what shall we do, ibydear)Sir? 
how disclose this terrible piece of intelli- 
gence to the good lady ?'* 

'' That is what I wanted to oonanlt yoii 
about,** said Young; ** I have be«i to 
your house, and hearing yoii were here, 
without staying but one n^ht at home, I 
lode over, in the hope of reaching Mrs. 
Grayson's before you had left it." 

" Stay — we DQUSt consider,'' said True- 
heart ; ** I have just left them in a stite 
<£ comparative quiet and comfort. I^oum 
lias been dangerously ill, from diatress of 
xnind at that monster's oonduet towards 
her^ and she has now so far reeover^d as 
to walk about and ridei out ; sh^ ia ^yim 
eheerf ul, either frOm the preo^ts and. heii>- 
yenly example of her |no»i$>mOtherf 0r*^ 
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tanse she nourifibeB some secret hope of her 
lover. To disclose the news aferoptly^ in 
ber present weak state, mi^t be the 
death oi lier-~it must be Inoke to her bf 
degfeeis. Mrs. Grayson is a woman of 
wonderftil fortitude, strengtfa^ied by a firm 
and implicit conviction that all she suflfers 
is by the immediate ordnance of God, 
and for some gopd, though often unknown 
end; give her time, and she will bear it-— ^ 
But, poor lady, to what purpose ^olong 
a. life deprived of its last comfort? I am 
persuaded her heart has been for some 
time deisd to all pleasure, eaoeept what Ae 
derived through her diikh^n, or from ber 
charities or refigious exardses.-*— Well^ 
poor Edward i cut cff in the flower of 
youth and hope, knowing ncAhing but 
•orrow, and anxiety, and crosses, since he 
came to man's estate, but with better 
prospedts' opening before him. He is like 
a marhier, who, after weathering the most 
Aiiious storms, has been wrecked just as 
lie vNia going into harbour. — ^Did be get 
My letter 6om ttier 
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^* He did, wkb eeverd others beo4e8i 
and they detemnxied him to ohaiige his 
intended course. But for a casual meet^ 
ing, irhen his indignation got rthe better 
of bim, he had been safe now in Frederidc;* 
iToung then gave a din»stnstantial detaul 
of what the reader has aheady iearnt, 4e 
which Trueiieart listened with painful in** 
terest^.and ever and nxixm a tear stde down 
his wrinlcled cheek. 

** Well, Mr. Young, there is no hei^ 
for it now; it behooves ns, as we cannot 
rMtore -the dead, to do what we can for 
the living — we must prepare them for the 
shoekc ]But what is the best mode? Let 
me see*-— it will not do for you to go, or 
for me to return; tiiey would suspect the 
truth. I will write; and while I.riiaH 
state nothii^ but the truth, I will taifce 
eare not to state the whole truth. No- 
thing has so afflicted me since the4eath 
of her father, one of my best and •earliest 
^ends." 

He accordingly, ^with Yoiiiig^ ptoceed- 
ed on to the fi#st hooae diiitfae wad, ant 
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st^pirig in, sat down, and addressed a 
letter to Mrs. Grayson, in which he stated 
that Morgan Young, whom she knew, 
had just returned from New-York, .and 
had left Edward there — -that her son would 
not be able to leave that city immediately 
—that he (Trueheart) would endeavour to 
learn the cause of his detention, and let 
her know it, either by letter or in person. 

He requested the master of the house 
to allow his son, an active lad of aboat 
sixteen, to carry the lettar to his farm on 
the Opecean, where the widow of <K>lonel 
Grayson was now residing. The man 
made some difficulty at first; but upon 
Trueheart's saying to the lad he would 
give him a dollar^ he removed all obstar 
des, by saying he w;ould ride the " stud ;" 
4ind accordingly, he was desired to give 
thskt letter into the hands of on^pf tb^ 
white family, or a house-servant, and 
without staying until it was read, or to 
answer questions, to return immediately. 

ThG bpy took the letter^ and in less 
Ihan^tWiO bouirs yvw at the littte gate.of 
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the enclosure round the house. The quick- 
pace at which the large and clunky liorse 
on' whidh he^was mounted proceeded, lum- 
bering over the hard frozen ground and 
stony road^ was heard for^ some distance 
before he reached the house, and the eyes 
of Mrs. Grayson and <>f the servants were 
directed that way. When, instead of 
j^tweeding on, he turned down the road 
which led to the house, that lady had a 
fear of some ill tidings, and, as it has ap^ 
peared to her since, a strange presentiment 
thalt the boy was the messenger of bad 
news. Jn a trice the lad was at the fence, 
dismounted, opened the gate, and was at 
the door, and hdding the letter' iii his 
hand, said--*^^ This is for Mrs. Gray son»" 
^ I am the person," said she much agi-* 

tated- 
He delivered it into her hand, and with 

as much haste as he had come, he return- 
ed, mounted his horse, and was out of 
hearing before the good' lady had read the 
letter, or at least had the thought of in« 
quiring of the messengeir m^here he receiv* 



858 YALLEY OF SHENANDOAH; 

^ it>«"Who wa& presaiit--<*«nd who Mr. 
Trueheart had seen m the short time sdnoe 
she had parted from him. Finding that 
no satisfaction oould be obtfdned from this 
source, she began to form corgectures <m 
the cause of Edward's detention, and n^* 
turally apprehended that be was engaged 
in a controversy with Gildoii.^ She some- 
times thought that Mr. Trueheart must 
have formed some unpleasant apprehen*- 
stems himsdf, by his sending off* an ex* 
press to give her information that wbs 
better calculated to make her. uneasy tbau 
to give her satisfaction ; but his known 
ehffiRBcter for cmdour and faii: dealing soon 
repelkd this impression. 

She was, upon the whole, naore uneasy 
than the intdligaice rtricdy wammted ; j 
and if there be any mysterious and inex* *^i 
plicable connexion between, our feelings 
and distant events, as the experience ctf 
every dose observer has often almost per« 

^ suaded him^ then had Mrs. Grayson some* 
what of this prekeniatural waming of tiie 
eakmity that had beftUen h^r. Jgi i^ite 
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of all the ^orts df her resson, her fears 
dverpowetied her, and she wept in bitter- 
fiesSy she hardly knew why. She was not 
able to conceal the letter from Louisa^ but 
she concealed her unfavourable auguriids 
from her. LoUka, on the other hand, 
always *disposed to hope, where she could 
perceive the least ground for it, drew an 
auspicious inference from her* brother^} 
detention, as if a favourable result should 
he hopeless, or a rupture with Gildon 
should take plac^ his stay Would not be 
so protmcted as Mr. Trueheorf s letter 
would lead them to expect Tfaatni^t 
was, therefore, spent by Mrs. Graystm in 
Ihe prayers and tears of an alarmed and 
devbt^ modier-^-and by her dmighter in 
*Hie Sanguine hopes of love. 
. The next day was passed without any 
occurrence worthy of notice, except that 
Mrs. Grayson's fearswere somewhat abated, 
mid Louisa's hopes somei^riiat confirmed. 
The day after, the arrival of letters from 
rtie nearest post-office was »ixiousIy ex- 
pected. They ^accordf]lgly received one 
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fiom Mr. Trueheart, saying that he had it 
in his power to give them some further 
{Mirticulars of Edward's movements in 
New-York. Tbsit he had be^i so vio- 
lently incensed at Gildon*s manifest eva- 
sion and want of faith towards his sister, 
.that he had sent him a challenge; but 
£(ildon having refused to accept it, that 
£d ward had threatened him with personal 
chastisement. Traehea^t then added, that 
he had good reason -to believe, that the 
letter whicK he told her he had written to 
Edward; advising moderation, and an im« 
niediate return to his studies, had arrived 
before he had carried his threats into ex- 
ecution ; but on the other hand, if he had 
meant to take his advice, he might have 
returned with Mr. Young, as his letter 
must have reached New-York some dfty? 
before Young left the city. 

This letter, which strengthened Mrs. 
Grayson's fears, extinguished the last re- 
maining hopes of her daughter. She re-, 
lapsed into her former state of grief and 
die^^^ir; and all that her mother could 
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say and do seemed to have no sort of 
effect for the first night, in allaying the 
acuteness of her sufferings. She herself 
endeavoured to prepare for the worst. 

" It is the will of God," said she, " that 
I am no longer to know the comfort which 
children can give. Perhaps I have had 
my share of happiness in this life,* and 
then I was not sufSciently sensible of it, 
or thankful for it. The Lord giveth, the 
Lord taketh away, and I must submit." 

Mr. Trueheart further mentioned, that 
he had fallen in with Mr. Young, who 
knew the particulars x>f the quarrel, and 
he would bring him over to see Mre, 
Grayson the next day. 

They accordingly arrived the next 
morning about eleven o'clock, with heavy 
hearts, oh one of the most ungrateful of 
all missions. They both entered with 
that serious air which suited their feelings 
and the occasion ; and Mrs. Grayson was 
so agitated when they entered, that she 
could scarcely ask them to sit down. , 
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^ " How long is it since you left New-! 

York, sir?" 

A fortnight to-nciorrow, madanoi." 
I understand you saw-^my son there,'' 
her voice Mtering. 

^ I did, madam/' 

** You left him behind, I underhand." 

« Yes, madam," said the kindJiearted 
young man, his livdy pity for the mother 
not permitting him to undeceive her ; but 
his feelings rejecting aU artifice^ an invo. 
luntary tear came into his eyes. This 
could not escape the vigilance of a mother, 
who then unravelled their well*intended 
{dot at once. 

" Oh, my God !" she exclaimed with 
vehemence, ^' my son is dead ! — tell me, 
gentlemen-*— let me know the worst-^^b ! 
I see itr-^I see it— he's shot — he's stabbed 
^F^he's murd^^d— he's fallen in a duel T' 

Her clasped haods raised to heaven, her 
upturned eyes streaming with tears, and 
her pale, wobegone visage convulsed with 
agony^ would have melted stouter hearts 
than Jthose who then saw her. UnaWe 



lo^er to act their parts, they alw burst 
into tear«» and sobbed like childrjon. In 
this communion of feeling, it t? as long 
before they could give the wretched* 
heart-broken mother any particulars of 
the tragic event ; nor, stunned aiid over<» 
powered as she was, by the fact of her 
son's death, did she seem desirous of leayrn-* 
ing any thing farther. In the first bur^ 
of her grief, all her pr^:»pts> of religion^ 
all ^ her habitual resignation and fortitude 
gave way, and nature resumed her power 
uncontrolled. She had hitherto been 
commonly silent in her grief, but she now 
went about the nx)m like one bereft of 
reason, as was in fact ^e case for the 
momenti 

♦• Oh, my Edward," she extlmmed, ** th^ 
joy and pride of my life ; bom to tumour 
his country and his species ; oh, how my 
heart exulted in my ndble-minded aon I 
Forgive me, gradous Heaven ! I tfaougbt 
too much of the creature, too little of the 
Creator. I am humbled for my prider><* 
humfalfid to the dust. Why, oh God ! am 
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I suffered to live ?— oh, my Edward, my' 
son, my noble son — ^my glory — ^th^ day- 
star of my existence, is extinguished for 
ever !" and thus she went on in gaculations^ 
of praise, or of bitter complain!:, and al- 
most of expostulation. Sometimes a tor-^ 
f&it of tears would drown her voice, and 
sometimes their sources appeared to be 
dried up ; now she would stop, and seem- 
ed lost in reverie ; then suddenly starting^ 
j^he would, pour forth the feelings off a 
mother in strains of the most melting smd 
impassioned eloquence. < 

As soon ais Mr. Trueheart had suffi- 
ciently recovered himself, he asked her in 
a gentle tone of voice, to endeavour to 
compose herself, and since she knew the 
worst, to hear the recital of the particulars 
from an eyewitness. She sat down, but 
before Young had proceeded far in* his 
narrative, her feelings were so much ex^ 
cited, that she again rose from her seat to 
indulge in the signe extravagance' of grief 
as before. 

Louisa, who felt extr»ie repugnance to 



VALLEY OF SHENANDOAH. p6§ 

BB^ strangers, bad left the room when she 
saw the gentlemen enter, but returned as 
soon as she heard her mother's exclama- 
Uons; and inferring the truth from the 
few words she heard, she threw, herself 
into her mother's arms, and they had s^ 
warm embrace ; but in a little while Mrs, 
Grayson extricated herself, and without 
further noticing her daughter, walk^ 
about the room, wringing her hands, and 
ejaculating as before. 

Several unsuccessful efforts were made 
before the poor woman could hear out 
the whole melancholy tale. When it was 
ended, Trueheart, who knew she must be 
exhausted by such violent agitation of 
mind, recommended her to seek some 
repose. She shook her head, and broke 
out into a fresh burst of grief. The kind- 
hearted man then left the room where the 
mother and daughter were mingling their 
better : tears, and having requested the 
w<Anan . Isabel to attend on her mistress, 
and: to prevail on her to take some n^t^ 

. VOL, IIL ; N 
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he and his companion took their leaver 
he for. the friendly purpose of sending 
Mrs. Trueheart, as had been previously 
arranged, and of requesting Mr. M*Cul- 
loch to carry his wife, who was known to 
be a great favourite with Mrs. Grayson. 

As soon as the dreadful news reached 
the servants, they, one and aU, rent the 
air with shouts of grief. Tbey were all 
strongly attached to Edward on account 
of his kindness and generosity ; for though 
he would often, hasty and impetuous as 
he was, give them angry words, and unta 
he had learned to curb these saUi^ of 
passion, occasionally a blow, he more than 
made them amends by his libei^ity, by 
his ready disposition to indulge them in 
all their wishes, and by the frank and 
familiar manner in which he often con- 
versed with th^. ' The tribute of aflbc- 
tion which they rendered,; on hearing :ttie 
^dBSicting intelligence, c^me wanh &bm 
the heart, though their manner of shewing 
their giief is ostentatious, and has so tnnch 
of a theatrical air as often to ^vd' stis- 
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pieions of its sincerity. Wretched as w6re 
this helpless mother and daughter, there 
was another heart in Frederick which was 
aboiit to feel the loss of this generous 
youth yet more severely. 

When Matilda Fawkner returned to 
ber paternal seat, the day before the Gray- 
son family quitted Beachwood for the last 
time, her heart was filled with anxious 
ap]^reha:ision for the sa^ty of her lover, 
and sympathy for the distresses of his 
wretched sister and mother. In her ge* 
nerous efforts to afford consolation to iier 
friends, she had alleviated her own suffer- 
ings; but when the* necessity for those 
' efforts had ceased^ she viewed with dismay 
the perils that one of Edward's fiery tem- 
per must incuff in vindicating the injured 
honour of his family. She had already 
written to beseech him to return, and it 
afqpe&red to her that she could urge new 
arguments, and press them with still greater 
force ; she resolved thei^fore that she would 
write to him a long letter oh the following 
ddy, which was the po6t-day ft>r flie north* 

nS 
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She had been greeted by her father when 
he met her with his usual warmth and 
tenderness ; and there was more of kind- 
ness in her mother's manner than had been 
common for some time ; both because of 
the change in her sentiments that has been 
adverted to, and because the distress of 
mind, and the fatigue of watching. and 
nursing her friends, having greatly affect- 
ed Matilda's appearance, had roused her 
maternal fears for the safety of an only 
child. — " Indeed, Matilda," says she, " you 
never go to Mrs. Grayson's but you re- 
turn as haggard as a' witch, and as pale as 
death ;" but lest her daughter should sup- 
pose she was actuated by her former feel- 
ings, she added, " not that I have any ob- 
jection to your spending as much of your 
time as you can spare, as there is no family 
in the county I would so soon see you in- 
timate with as that ; but you must not stay 
so long, for you will wear out your consti- 
tution in nursing them." 

" Oh, mother, they need all the atten- 
.tion.anfl sympathy their friends can be- 

■t - 
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stow; and I ought not to grudge the trou^ 
ble it may cx>st me, if my society could 
afford them any gratification, as I trust it 
can. They set out to-morrow for their 
new residence on the Opeccan, and I have 
promised to visit them as soon as I hear 
they are settled. I trust that Louisa no 
longer needs my nursing ; but I fear that 

she and her mother will long require con- 
solation." 

She then detailed to her, as they with- 
drew to her chamber, as much of their affairs 
as she thought her friends would not ob- 
ject to her disclosing, on which Mrs. Fawk- 
ner remarked — ** There is a letter from 
Frederick Steener, who apologizes for not 
delivering it as he had been requested. I 
made free to open it, and found a letter 
from New- York, which I hope may enable 
you to give some welcome news to Mrs. 
Grayson." 

. Matilda eagerly caught the letter from 
her mother, who thus indirectly, for the 
first time, had given her sanction to her 
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daughter's OHTespondence with Edward» 
though she had long known of it. 

This letter, the reader will perceive, 
had been written by Edward immediately 
i^er he had sent the challenge to Gildon, 
to excuse his conduct tp her in ease he 
should fall; and after the challenge was 
refused, and he had abandoned all thought 
of personal. satisfaction, he had neglected i 

to destroy the letter, but suffered it to re* | 

main on the mantlepiece in his room. ^ 

Young seeing it there after Edward's 
death, and knowing nothing of its oofi^ 
tents, put it in the post-o£Bce the same day. 

Matilda hastily opened it, and, pale md 
breathless, read to the following purport 



" New-York^ November 1796. 
" How shall I justify myself to 
my beloved Matilda for the course I am 
about to pursue ? Ere this reaches her, 
she will be apprized of the motives which 
brought me here, and which wiU regulate 
my conduct. The present is one of those 
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occasions in which reason points one way, 
and feeling impels another. Oh ! if all the 
world were like you, Matilda, the case 
might have been different ; so far as . the 
sentiment of vengeance is concerned, or 
my individual indignation, the eloquent 
a,g«a««te I have h«rd you uige on tto 
subject would be successflil ; but unfortu<» 
natdy they are lost upon the world in ge^ 
neral ; and the opinion of the world, ho w- 
ever we may affect to despise it, who is it 
that dare disregard ?-^who can venture 
to brave its^ decrees of ignominy ?— or, if 
he' has this superior firmness, where is the 
man who would not be ruined by his rash- 
ness ? The very persons who would ad- 
vise him to such a course would be among 
the first to despise him. .No, Matilda, 
trust me I had no alternative~-I had come 
here for a certain purpose ; when I arrived, 
I found the legitimate causes of resent- 
ment-^the injuries to those whom it is my 
duty to protect, far greater than 1 had 
supposed them to be. I had taken my 
bourse, that course which those who set^ 
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themselvesup fi>r judges in such cases pro- 
nounced to be right, and I had gone too , 
far to recede — I was obliged to go on, or to 
return to you and to my family dishonour- 
ed and disgraced. That could never be ; 
I must offer you a name and a reputation 
on which rumour had never breathed re- 
proach, nor suspicion left a stain. I have 
demanded satisfaction for the injury to my 
family's honour in the only way in which 
it can be obtained, and I put my own life 
to hazard on the attempt. That honour 
would not have been worth preserving if 
I had hesitated. Should I survive, all 
will be wdl, and I shall trust to making 
my peace with you in person ; but if Hea- 
ven adjudge otherwise, to its wise decree 
I submit. This letter will inform yoU of 
the fact, and I trust plead my apology. 
Oh then, sweetest, noblest, loveliest of 
women ! do not, in the censure which you 
may pass on my conduct, lose any of your 
regiard to my memory ; for it will be my 
sweetest consolation in death, as ijb has 
been the joy and pride of my life, that . I 
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possessed your regard. ThiSvSubject is a 
dangerous one ; I dare not give utterance 
to all that I feel, or I should be ill quali* 
fied for the course I have prescribed to 
myself. In one word then, foi^ive, pity, 
and remember, your devoted 

5' Edward," 



Matilda's colour had been seen to come 
and go as her eye ran over the paper, and 
when she came to the conclusion, which 
made its reception depend upon his fate, 
she let it drop, and clasping her hands, and 
turning her eyes in beseeching agony to 
Heaven — " Oh God," she exclaimed, " suf- 
fer not a wretch to live, who is no longer 
fit to discharge the duties of life !" and hur- 
ried out of the room. 

Mrs. Fawfcner, who, though not of very 
acute sensibility, had suffered very much 
by her daughter's apparent distress, being 
desirous of informing hersdf of the cause 
of her violent emotion, took up the letter, 
and inferring from it that Edward ha<| 

ns 



274 TALLEir OF SHEI^AKDOAH. 

fallen in a duel with Gildon, fbigot her 
former animo^tjr, and sincerely regretted 
his lees ; but was ehiefly. excited by ma- 
ternal fear for the effect the intelligenoe 
would have on Matilda. She followed 
her daughter into her chamber, and find* 
ing all was still, she doubted whether she 
was within. She opened the door softly, 
A ,> and found her in one comer of the room, by 
the side ef the bed, on her knees, with her 
faee and eyes turned towards heavafi, ex- 
pressing at once despairing grief and «r* 
dent devotion. She was so struck with 
the force of feeling delineated in her ooua* 
tenance, that she was held some moments 
in suspense ; but maternal sympathy over- 
coming every other feeling, she went up 
and cried^ — ^*^ Oh, Matilda, don't take on 
so — do not, my dear Matilda — ^it is sinful 
to grieve sa" And as if it would sooth 
her daughter's sorrows, she added-—'* Oh, 
he was a ^e young man, every body 
thought well of him— 4^nd your fitther and 
I have both be^d talking of him and you 
x>f late, and of hb prospects. But do not 
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grieve 8o-*-Mati)dft I^Matilda !~-my cbild, 
why don't you 8peak to. xa^ ? Are yoii 
displeased with. your mother? \t w^ aU 
intended for your good." 

Matilda turned her eyes on her mother^ 
and shook her head* aa much as to say, 
nothing was farther from my thoqght^ 
She continued however her supplicating 
attitude, and seemed yet engaged in the 
act of prayer. Her mother endeavoured, 
by the kindest and most persuavive man* 
ner of which she was capable, to draw her 
attention.^—*' Ob, Matilda, you will break 
your poor father's heart, and mine too T 

At the mention of her father's name, 
the poor girl, who had concluded her act 
of devotion, started from her trance, while 
her eyes shed a few scalding tears, and ex<> 
claimed—** My poor fiitherl— where is he ?" 

** In the parlour," said Mrs. Fawkner, 
who had been alarmed at the fixed stare 
and tearless eyes of her daughter: ^ shall I 
bring him to you ?" 

*' If you please, oiadam,*' said Matilda, 
with apparent composuiv. 
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Mrs. Fawkner soon returned with h« 
husband ; and the kind-hearted man, who 
rimost idolized his daughter, seeing in 
her face, though she did not weep, the 
agony that was rending her heart, went 
up to her, and unable to speak another 
word, but " Oh, my daughter !" sobbed 
on her neck, as if his heart would break ; 
Mrs. Fawkner all the while endeavouring 
to check him in thus giving way to his 
feelings, and increasing the distress of 
Matilda. She again shook her head, and 
said, with some calmness, " Mother, no- 
thing can add to what I feel." 

The major then seated himself by his 
daughter, and took her hand without 
speaking — and often casting his eyes on 
her fece, on which he saw utter despair, 
and a fixed look that be thought indicated 
a wandering of the mind, his grief re- 
turned in all its violence. But neither 
the entreaties of Mrs. Fawkner to her 
d|i^ghter, nor her expostulations to her 

— t-jic^ 

busband, nor his lively grief, seemed' to 
have any effect upon Matilda^ or to direct 
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her thoughts 'from the strong current in 
which they ran. 

After an hour had been passed in this 
way, which seemed like throe or four to 
the anxious parents, Matilda rose from the 
seat she had occupied ever since her father 
entered, and going to her toilette she 
took up a cambric handkerchief, tied it 
tight round her brows, and began to walk 
up and down the room. Her mother in- 
quired if she had the headach, offered her 
volatile salts, and said she would bring 
her a mustard plaster ; all of which she 
rejected as before, without speaking. But 
Mrs. Fawkner insisting she should take 
something for the sake of her parents, if 
not for her own, she consented, and im- 
mediately preparations were made to 
bathe her feet, and give her a composing 
draught. . 

Major Fawkner now asked his wife 
•how Matilda got the news, on which she 
shewed him Edward's letter. He was 
greatly relieved when he saw the hand- 
writing. 
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•• Why, Molly,'* stid he^ ^* this cannot 
be the letter : this is from Edward Gr83F^ 
son himself." 

*' Read it,* said she ; *• it was not to be 
sent unless he should fall.*" 

He then read it, and remarked there 
might yet be some mistake. It might 
have been sent without his intending it, 
or he might be wounded, and have reco- 
vered. — ** I heard yesterday that Young, 
the merchant, had returned, and had gone 
to Mrs. Grayson's . with Trueheart : no 
doubt he can give an account of the whole 
affair.** 

At that moment the servant said, t^ 
Mr. M^CuUoch was in the parlour. When 
he entered, the major saw in the face of 
his old friend the melancholy errand on 
which he had come. 

^* I suppose, major, you have heard the 
news,** said MCulloeh. 

" Of Edward Grayson ?•* said the other ; 
*♦ is it true that he was kitted in a duel ?'* 

•* No, not exactly that,** said M'Cul- 
loch — ** but he's no longer for this world 
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of wo;" and lie then related the pai<tiou<v 
lars aa he bad learned them from Young. 
" And does your daughter know it ?'' 

" She does.*' 

*^ And hoTK^ doe9 she bear the newa?" 

" Bad enough, my dear friaid ; I fear 
she will never get over it.* 

'^ Matilda is a girl of a strong mind 
and good understanding, major. Leave 
her to herself awhile; it is natural and 
right she should grieve at first ; for to be 
sure he was a noble youth, and I know 
not where you could find siioh another in 
all the Valley. But her good sense wiffl 
bgng her right, major ; may be she would 
not dislike to see an old friend ; though 
it may grieve her too to see one that she 
knows was so partial to the poor fellow 
that's gone," wiping his eyes. 

Major Fawkner then briefly stated what 
had passed ; that she was in bed, and they 
were endeavouring to compose her to rest, 
on which the old man took bis leave. 

Matilda rose betimes the next day» and 
in answer to the inquiriea from her p^ 
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rents, she said she was better, but her 
looks shewed that she had had no sleep, or 
none of that rest which refreshes and in- 
vigorates. Her parents both went to her 
chamber before breakfast, but barely went 
to «ee her and speak to her, without re- 
maning in the room. They were pleased 
to find her Pressed, but she had the same 
wan, haggard look of despair as the day. 
before. Major Fawkner, taking her hand, 
said—" My dear, your old friend, Mr. 
M^CuUoch, called last evening to see you." 
. " Oh !" said she lifting up her hand, " the 
last spark of hope is then gone — there is 
now no doubt ;'- still looking at her father, 
as if however some spark of hope yet lin- 
gered in her breast; but his streaming 
eyes answered her inquiries, and she asain 
threw herself on her knees, and in a few 
words uttered audibly — "Oh. God! pity 
my weakness, and aid me, while IJience- 
forth devote myself to thy service." 

The parents both wept freely, but Mrs. 
Fawkner occasionally exhorted her daugh- 
ter to allay her grief, by all the topics that 
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are so commonly and so vainly used dii 
such occasions. By-and-by her little d(^, 
which had been purposely kept out of 
her sight by the considerate servants, on 
whose neck was a collar which Edward 
had given her, and had put on the last 
time he was at the Elms, having, while 
they were engaged at their' breakfast, 
found means of escape, came patting up 
stairs, and made a noise at the door, by 
which he usually gained admittance. Ma- 
jor Fawkrier went to the door, and open* 
mg it, little Fido ran up to his mistress, 
wagging his tale, and looking wistfuUy 
in her face, as if waiting for the caresses 
to which he was accustomed. Her eyes 
being turned towards the floor, and light- 
ing upon the dog and his collar, the sight 
awakened a train of tender recollections, 
and for the first time she wept aloud. 
When her tears had once began to flow, 
they ran in a stream, and crimsoned her 
cheek, that was before of a deathlike hue. 
Her parents, though rather pleased to'-see 
her grief venting itself in a natural way, 
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Miqg^ th^ Utnrs with hers 19 »leot 

S)ie did little on that, md tJbe two &ir 
Ipwing d«ya» but weep and walk abo^t 
her tooni; and in spite of all that could 
be aiid, «he ecayoely took nourishment 
enough to sustain life. The first subject 
oa which she conversed was to inquire 
nbout Mus. Grayson and JL<ouisa, and the 
next was to know the particuleurs of her 
lover^s fiite. She seemed to feel great re- 
lief when s\^ found that ha had not fullen 
in a duel, and that her letter bad I\ad, iw 
a great measure, its intended effect. In 
tba Qourae of a week she left her room to 
go te the dining-room, which she after^ 
w«rds continued to visit when there was 
no persw present but her own family. 
She expressed « wish to see Mrs* Gray- 
son^ firom whom she heard every day; 
but her mother apf^ieared so unwilling that 
thf y should %dd to each other's gi^ief by 
an ip<^$rv^w« that Matilda desisted. After 
9 ioi^iiight spent in gloomy and silept 
invitation, she began to read scsne fa- 



V 



TALLBY OF 8HBNAN]X>Air. MS 

vourite rdigiow msthems, but it was ob» 
served that she seldom read long in any 
one, btit would pass from one to anothm 
with a filling g£ disappointment The 
sermons of Bourdaloue ware said» howr 
ever; to be her favourites, A Roman 
Catholic priest of Baltimore, retummg 
Arom the Springs^ where he h^d been pasa* 
ing some weeks during the summer^ was 
sent for by her» and they had a long iptcfv 
view. He was invited to repeat hii vifBit^ 
as Matilda was observed to be' less ab^ 
stract0d» and more disposed to converse^ 
than she had been beiR»re. The nest d^y 
another long conference took placet wil^ 
the same perceptible effbct, and cm thf 
fourth day she dedared to her father and 
her mother the intention of joining the 
Catholic persuasion. 

Her &ther said nothing, except that 
she hadbetter deHbwate well; but if she 
was conscientious, as he made no doubt 
she was, it mattered little, he thou^hti to 
what sect she belonged. Her moraet 
undertook to argue against it ; but find* 
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ing that Matilda, without wishing to 
/enter into a controversy, was steadfast in 
her purpose, she desisted, especially as 
she gave signs of being more cheerful since 
her conferences with the priest. 

Her parents remembered that she had 
heard this gentleman, who was both learn- 
ed and eloquent, in Alexandria, and -that 
she was greatly pleased with him; that 
afterwards she had met with him* at Bath, 
and had heard him again with equal de- 
light While his discourses had only 
produced the transient admiration that 
pulpit eloquence never fails to cause in 
the sensitive souls of the fair sex, without 
her entertaining'' the least thought of aban- 
doning the church in which she was edu- 
cated, yet the remembrance of the effect 
he had produced, the sermons of Bourda^ 
loue, and the accordance of soine of their 
doctrines and ordinances with the pre- 
sent state of her feelings, induced her to 
solicit this conference, for the purpose of 
seeing if he could clear up the difficulties 
she entertained on the subject of transub- 
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stantiation, the worship of saints, and 
other Catholic tenets, that are repugnant 
to the common understandings of men; 
and he was so successful in explaining 
away the difficulties, or in supplying her 
with faith for what he could not reconcile 
to reason, that her scruples were entirely- 
removed, and she became a sincere and 
confirmed Catholic. 

Another motive probably had some in- 
fluence on her in making this choice. In 
a. short time afterwards she declared it was 
her fixed purpose to enter the convent at 
George Town. To this her parents made 
the most decided opposition. But neither 
the vehement remonstrances of her mo- 
ther;'nor even the tender entreaties of her 
father, could divert her fix)m her purpose. 
Old Mr. MCulloch and Mr. Trueheart, 
one of whom she loved, and the other she 
respected, more than any pexsons out of 
<her family, joined to dissuade her with as 
little effect. 

She took the veil about six months 
afterwards, purposely putting . it off, to 
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fMpare her mind tx so important a st^ 
dnd to shew that she was not influence 
by a sudden impalse, but that it was a 
weltweighed and ddibafate purpose ; for, 
«lfti! we OMi neter be indiflfetent to the 
opinion of the world on oitr conduct^ how- 
ever oonsd^oe ma^ approve of what we 
4a Mapy years afterwards, strai^is 
who visited that institution, which is a 
soft of euridsity in this oountry, and was 
almost the only one in the United States, 
before the aoqui»tion of Lcoiisiana, were 
•truek with the appearance of a tall young 
lady^ with large dtrk €yes and hair, long 
eyria^es, a fair skin, who shone amo^g 
the rest like Diiuia raotong her nymphs^ 
and who» engrossed by the fervour of de- 
votion> never seemed to heed what was 
fi«nng around, or to steal a look of cur>- 
os^^ or <^ wishful regret, on the worldly 
beings who visited them, but who was 
unwearied in her uratehings of the ttck ki 
her chamber, her liberality to tJie poor, 
«|id in the taste and simplicity pi her 
4re8ik and her success in onHivatisg rue 
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Mid bMtitifuI fl6wers4 Her fath^ ^BoitwA 
b^ ft liberal arniuity diuwg his Hfe^ mA 
continued it by his will ; and» if I ttiitttake 
not, tke lady still rraoains in that cionv^t, 
unless, as I hare heard, she has been pe* 
vailed upon to go to the obnvent in Loid^ 
aiana, for the purpose of superintendii^ 
that institution, in which it was said thwe 
had been some relaxation o£ vigilance^ 
and some mismanagement of their fimda. 
The subsequent history of the excellent 
Mrs. Grayson, and her unfiurttinate dau^i- 
ter^ may be soon told. Louisa was taken 
siek in the night £^er the news of her 
brother^s death readied her, snd sbecmiY 
tinued ill some weeks, and it was long 
fal^ore she was considered to be out of 
danger, during all whidi time her motfaor 
staid in her room, and neirer left her dmy 
or ttigfat. The necessity this amiidl^. wo« 
mian was under of nurskig ^her daughteilv 
Co k€6p life in her, Wtts perhaps fortonabe 
felf ber, a^ it diverted her mind from faraodt* 
ii^ over her afiliction until time had apn 
ffied. its^ sdtenisg. hand t» her aonowi. 
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aad aided her natural patience and mild 
lengnation, in bowing with submissicm to 
the will of .Heaven. 

Of all her neighbours, the first to visit 
her and ofifer their services were young 
Freeman and his wife, the new- married 
pair of whom we have spoken. They 
^nt more time too at the Retreat than 
any. others, and seldom a day passed with- 
out receiving some mark of their kind- 
ness. 

After a while XiOuisa recovered from 
her illness, and such was her attachment 
to -Matilda, that it was thought she would 
have followed her example, and become a 
Catholic, if Mrs. Grayson, whose religious 
fidth was too firmly fixed to be shaken, 
and whose influence over her daughter 
was unbounded, had not exerted herself 
to pneveiit it. But she was little less of a 
devotee than her young fiiend. She join- 
ed her mother in her religious exercises 
r^pilarly ; .but neligion, which gave firm* 
ness and patience^ and even che^ulnes^ 
to her motho-, had produced a settled 
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pensiveness on her daughter. She seldom 
went into company — ^never into gay cir- 
cles ; and as her mother had never thought 
it consonant with real religion to rely 
upon faith in exclusion of works, or safe 
to : omit the practice, as well as the pro^ 
fession of virtue, she engaged her as an 
assistant in every kind and charitable act 
which her neighbours required! She died 
about two years afterwards, without hav- 
ing ever regained her health or spirits, of 
a lingering disease, and her mother yet 
resides, an aged woman, on the Opeccan, 

the lady Bountiful of the neighbourhood, 

♦ 

a Inonument of the efficacy of religion in 
enabling us to bear up against the ills of 
this life^ as well as in preparing us for a 
better. 

After this sad catastrophe of Edward's 
fate. Miss De Peyster, who saw her lover 
with very different eyes since he was dis- 
giraced in the eyes of the public, and only 
wanted a decent excuse for rgecting him, 
ftiund ihat excuse in lus being a mur- 

VOL. III. o 



derer c^ a fricod and bene&efe^ whose 
8i9leF he had deserted after bstrigig w^ 
duoed ; and fay a little of the same inesse 
hy whbh 8fae had dnwn on CSdoa to a 
second ooivtship, she had sucoeeded in 
getting one of her iQyers to renew his ad- 
doesses^ and had married him. 

Gildon Wm tried» and aoquitted with* 
out difficulty by court and jury» but con- 
cbemm^ to lasting in&my by the puUic ; 
and» torn with remoirse for sbed^tng the 
^^)ood of one of the noblest charaetets he 
had. ever met with» he sought reli^* firom 
the i^eproaches of the respectable, by couift- 
ing the iavour of the wortlikss. Fkmg- 
iBg into the exces8e$ of pleasure anddissi- 
pation» he lived and died a confirmed sot» 
and his father, who survived him^ b yet 
undetermmed bow be shall dif^osa of his 
large wealtl^ mi views with sb mueh 
^snspiciou ever^r attep>pt made to coiid3iaibe 
his favour^ thal^ itisnot yet known .vb> 
.will inhevit it 

Of ibe otfter characters, who; have a|p- 
peared in this narrative, we have been at 
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.iO&i6 poinb to learn tbdr subisequent fate 
toiy^ and after diligent inqiiii'y) hav^ ini- 
dnerstood that M^Cdllodi) after selling off 
hi^ Imnd^ecenfter piece, was finalljr Cbm^ 
peUed to remove to Kentucky, vrhere, 
though he had a valuable tract d[ land, 
he soon found the inconvenience oFdebts, 
courtir, and sheriffi^ all he had done in Vir- 
ginia; and seemed to prove that he who 
with a piece of good land cannot keep out 
^f debt in one place, will not be apt to do 
so in another* He however retained his 
healthy his spirits, his taste ibr bunting, 
atid for bantering bis meek wife as a ter- 
magant, iis.long<as sht? Hved, which was 
but. two years aftet she Ranged her resi- 
dMce. ^ 

Miss Mdrgaret Buckley is yet single, 
and anAnally vidts Alekaaidria, and im- 
pcnrt^i the new fashicms in dresi, manners, 
fomitiire, Skc^ together with the oracular 
£eta of her aUnt Browne. 

Famiy^ aft;er Louisa moved out «f the 
n^gfabotttfaoddi became the victim of ill 

oa 
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hiealth and melancholy, set herself dili^ 
gently about bringing on her &rmer lovef, 
but finding bis taste had changed, as she 
had other game in view, she tried'^ier skill 
on a young deputy sheriff, raw in the world 
of fashion and etiquette, but dexterous 
enough in turning a penny, and whose 
father's land joined Mr. Buckley's: she 
succeeded, and a large family has crowned 
their loves, and they now live in the man- 
sion-house of their father, who, as well as 
Mrs. Buckley, has been long since dead. 

Frederick Steener married Miss Tid- 
ball, and they live in a handsome style. 
His wife succeeded so well in paying 
court to Mr. and Mrs. Fawkner, that, 
after providing a liberal annuity Jbr Ma- 
tilda, as has been mentioned, he settled 
the rest of his estate on Frederick's second 
son, who bore the name of James Fawk- 
ner, and of whom the old lady became 
extremely fond in her dotage. The old 
major never recovered his spirits after 
Matilda left him, and died several years 
before his wife. 
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Mr, Trueheart lived to a green old age, 
and died as he had lived, universally loved 
and respected. 

SoD^e further particulars have been learn- 
ed of other characters, but it is thought 
that the acquaintance the reader has form- 
ed with them during their short appear- 
ance on the stage^ is too slight to make 
their history interesting.— And thus, gentle 
reader, you may see in this true, but me- 
lancholy history, something of the life 
and manners which prevailed about twen- 
ty-five or thirty years ago in Virginia, and 
especially in that part of it which is called 
the Valley of Shenandoah. 
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